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Bli Bli Community Association - supporting local community groups, businesses and the residents of the area
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Brianne Mayne 
Sales Administration 
07 5450 8111

Ray White Bli Bli

Shop 9B, 314-326 David Low Way  |   Bli Bli, QLD  4560 (07) 5450 8111 raywhiteblibli.com.au

Local sales & property management experts,working for you. 

Family owned, community focused, service driven.

WHO WE ARE

Gayle Pinkerton 
Senior Property Manager 
0437 311 698

Natasha Hackenberg
Sales & Marketing 
0401 601 691

Ed Hackenberg 
Principal/Director 
0499 199 360

Kathy Mulheron 
Sales & Marketing 
0481 313 336

Madison O’Mara 
Personal Assistant to Natasha Hackenberg 
07 5450 8111

Matthew McAuliffe 
Sales & Marketing 
0412 111 608

Rachel Meyers 
Sales & Marketing 
0411 699 619

Shazni Tiplady 
Receptionist
07 5450 8111

Kerri-Ann Thomas 
Assistant Property Manager 
07 5450 8111

Natalie Johnson 
Property Manager 
0488 154 062

SOLD by NatashaSOLD by RachelSOLD by Kathy

8 Blanch Crescent, Bli Bli
53 Groups - Multiple Offers 

6 Atkinson Road West, Bli Bli
Multiple Offers

3 Egret Place, Bli Bli - 450m2
$665,000

BLI BLI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS, BUSINESSES AND THE RESIDENTS OF THE AREA
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Ben Mathieson   |   Ph: 0431 771 059   |   brandgrowth.com.au
LOGOS  >  WEBSITES  >  SOCIAL MEDIA  >  SIGNAGE  >  PRINT  >  MARKETING

Defined by superior design, we create brands 
for leading companies around Australia... and Bli Bli.

C R E A T I V E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

The Bli Bli Public Hall & Community 
Association Inc is the parent 
organisation of Bli Bli’s own local 
Magazine, distributed FREE to 
Bli Bli and the surrounding district.
PO Box 1, Bli Bli 4560
ADVERTISING 
ads@blibli.qld.au
Editorial contributions welcome 
editor@blibli.qld.au
Bli Bli Public Hall & Community 
Association Inc Meetings  
7.30 - 9.00pm
Third Tuesday each month  
Bli Bli Public Hall
All Residents are welcome. 
secretary@blibli.qld.au
Hall Bookings & Old Church 
Bookings: 0427 635 558
bookings@blibli.qld.au
Business Number 22132715
Design and Print 
BrandGrowth - 0431 771 059
Front cover image – 
Karen Simpson's Photography 
 

The Bli Bli Community Association acknowledges 
the continued support received from the Sunshine 

Coast Council by its grants program. 

 
THE BLI BLI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

A  message  from
This edition of the Bulletin includes details in respect to some exciting new events in our local 
community. For many of you the name Karen Simpson will be familiar as she is regularly posting 
wonderful photos of our area on facebook. For quite a while now we have been using her photos on 
the front page of the Bulletin. Last year we planted a seed with Karen about an exhibition and so on 
Sunday 19 March in the Old Hall, a photography and art exhibition will be held from 9am to 3pm. 
It will be free entry and a great opportunity for everyone to meet with Karen and the 3 artists Cam 
and Helen Minto and Ursula Kelly.
Then on Friday 14 April will be the unveiling and dedication of the new cenotaph at Parklakes 
Drive. This has been some time in the planning and a wonderful addition to Bli Bli as now we will 
be able to attend an ANZAC Day service in Bli Bli. There is an honour board in the Old Hall 
which is dedicated to 49 soldiers from the Bli Bli area that served in WWII and so this will be a 
fitting way to remember them more specifically.
Then on Tuesday 28 March at the Bli Bli State School hall, a public consultation will be held in 
respect to the proposed Bli Bli Northern Village. The Community Association has been contacted 
to arrange for such a meeting in the community so that information can be provided as to the 
proposed development.
Progress is being made with the conversion of the area behind the Old Hall into an area for a group 
which has formed in respect to Community Gardens. Shortly this space will be converted to an 
open area for the establishment of raised garden beds for the group.
We would like to acknowledge the continued support of the Sunshine Coast Regional Council 
with the festival grant program whereby we received $2000 towards the hosting of the Community 
Christmas Carols. Also, Cr Maria Suarez is very supportive in attending our monthly meeting and 
providing updates and useful information from Council. She attended our February meeting and 
gave us an update in respect to local issues.
Our next meeting is Tuesday 21st March which is scheduled for our AGM. All are welcome to 
attend in the Old Church from 7.30pm.

WHITE’S GROCERS:

BLI BLI   |   MT COOLUM   |   MOOLOOLAH   |   PEREGIAN BEACH   |   BARINGA   |   FOREST GLEN www.whitesgrocers.com.au

A Locavore is a person who chooses to 
consume food that is grown, raised or produced 

locally, here on the Sunshine Coast.

In this podcast series Roz aims to take you 
behind the scenes with some of our favourite 

local growers, producers and suppliers. 

We’re sharing real stories from the inspirational 
families who create your favourite local products!

SCAN TO LISTEN!

LOCAVORES 
PODCAST’S

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 
OF SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY THAT SUPPORTS US!

Every White’s IGA store is designed to provide you with the freshest, most 
delicious food and an extensive range of locally sourced produce and goods. 

 We proudly share and celebrate stories of the people who create 
our beautiful Locavore products. This connects you to the journey 

of your food and goods, grown, sourced, and made locally. 

“We believe that connected communities are vibrant, diverse and 
self-sustainable. When we support each other, we build stronger communities, 

and we are committed to supporting the community that supports us.”  
Roz & Michael White
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LOCAL STATE MEMBER, DAN PURDIE
MEMBER FOR NINDERRY
It’s hard to believe we’re in March already – where has the year 
gone! Recently, I had the chance to congratulate the new school 
leaders at Bli Bli State School, and they were a very enthusiastic 
group of students. I know they will do a fantastic job, mentoring 
other students and being proud ambassadors for the school. 

I also had an opportunity recently to visit Good Samaritan 
College, and check out all new facilities as they continue 
to go from strength to strength. We are very fortunate 
to have such high-quality schools in our local area. 

Late last year, many residents provided their feedback as 
part of a survey in my newsletter. Thank you to everyone 
who took the time to have their say. The results have now 
been compiled, and the responses are not surprising.

You told me the top three issues that concern you are 
health (providing the hospital and health services we need); 
cost of living, and building better roads for our growing 
population. These are basic services that taxpayers deserve 
and expect, and why I raised it in Parliament recently. 

If you don’t follow me on socials and would like a copy of 
my speech, please let me know and I’ll get it to you.   

We’re still waiting on answers from the Department of Transport and 
Main Roads in relation to the Bli Bli bridge. Late last year, TMR 
carried out further maintenance works to assess the condition of 
the bridge, and I asked the Minister for an update when Parliament 
returned last month. I hope to be able to share an update soon. 

In other road-related news, I am looking forward to the results of 
the recent consultation around the Sunshine Motorway upgrades. 
In case you missed it, we secured nearly $7million for this project, 
which includes planning for the duplication of the motorway, 
and upgrades to the interchange and Yandina Coolum Road.  
The preferred options include the duplication of a 10km section 
from David Low Way to Coolum, an active transport path from 
Pacific Paradise to Coolum, provision for south facing ramps at 
West Coolum, fauna fencing, improved lighting, and more. 

This is one of the biggest infrastructure upgrades we’ve 
seen for many years, and I look forward to working 
with the community to ensure we get it right. 

In the meantime, if you have any other state issues 
you would like to discuss, give me a call on 54067900 
or email ninderry@parliament.qld.gov.au. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Dan Purdie MP
Member for Ninderry

CR MARIA SUAREZ
DIVISION 9 - SUNSHINE COAST COUNCIL
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A WORD FROM CR MARIA SUAREZ
DIVISION 9 - SUNSHINE COAST COUNCIL

AN UPDATE FROM YOUR 
LOCAL STATE MEMBER, DAN PURDIE

MEMBER FOR NINDERRYPhone: 5475 9810  Fax: 5475 7277 

Email: maria.suarez@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who supported me to be your local 
representative for the Sunshine Coast Council Division 9 electorate. 
I feel very strongly about ensuring your voice is heard at council, 
and that you are consulted with on decisions that impact you.

It’s been a busy first few months of training to learn about council 
processes – but it’s also really important to stay in touch with 
the community I represent. COVID-19 makes that difficult but 
I’m talking to people over the phone and working on making 
it easy for community groups to link to online meetings to 
discuss their issues.  As soon as restrictions lift further, I plan 
to be at locations convenient to you via a mobile office.

Doorknocking and meeting with residents in Bli Bli recently has 
given me a good understanding of local issues important to you. These 
included ensuring development applications are compliant with the 
town plan and involving the community in consultation projects for a 
fair and balanced view of community sentiment. I hope to see you at 
the Bli Bli Public Hall and Community Association Inc when meetings 
recommence. If you have issues or suggestions to discuss, please 
contact me on 5475 9810 or maria.suarez@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
LIVEABILITY PORTFOLIO
In partnership with Cr Peter Cox, I’ve been allocated to the 
Environment and Liveability portfolio. On top of representing the 
residents of Bli Bli and Division 9, this allows me to be involved with 
Council proposals, issues and activities relevant to the environment and 
liveability of the Sunshine Coast, as well as provide input and advice 
to Council officers on these matters. Two projects in this area that I’m 
keen to see progress are the Doonan Wetlands and Blue Heart projects.

BLI BLI STREETSCAPE
New eye-catching Kabi Kabi public artworks will be 
installed as part of the Bli Bli streetscape project, set to 
transform Bli Bli Town Centre on David Low Way.

Works started in late April to install the first artwork which celebrates 
the indigenous stories of Bli Bi and the surrounding landscape. 
Installation will be complete by the end of May, weather permitting.

The artworks have been designed and visioned by local 
First Nations people, Lyndon Davis and Brent Miller, who 
worked with Urban Art Projects to produce the region’s 
largest First Nations commissioned public art sculpture.

The new work uses 3D digital scanning technology, to recreate 
a hand-made Kabi Kabi shield supplied by the artists.

The Aboriginal art features are an important part of the $1.5 
million multi-stage streetscape project which will include new 
pathways, undergrounding of overhead power, planting and 
street furniture that will welcome people into Bli Bli.

The second artwork will be installed in conjunction 
with the Bli Bli Tavern development. 

MULLER PARK DOG PARK
Community consultation supported the idea of a fenced off-
leash dog area to be placed at Muller Park which will be 
constructed in the next financial year.  It will provide the much 
desired separation of dogs from the children’s playground and 
picnic tables. Dog owners can let their dogs run free within 
the fenced area while remaining safe from the busy road.

Thanks again for your support. I’m really looking forward to 
working closer with you all on issues that are important to you.

Cheers,

Cr. Maria Suarez

COVID-19
As we continue to see infection rates fall across the country, its fair 
to say most people have made huge sacrifices to help stop the spread 
of COVID-19. We’ve all had to change the way we do things, and 
limit our contact with others. Many have lost their jobs or are working 
reduced hours, and others are working at home while supervising 
their children’s online learning. There’s no doubt it has been a huge 
commitment, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for playing their part to help keep our community safe. 

It will be a long road to recovery as we try and get our economy 
moving, and people back into the workforce. Depending on your 
circumstances, there is support available, so don’t hesitate to contact 
me if you need any help navigating these confusing times.

 

NEW SHADOW ROLE
I was honoured and humbled to have recently been appointed 
the Shadow Minister for Police, Counter Terrorism and 
Corrective Services. I’ve made no secret of my passion for law 
and order, safer communities and protecting the vulnerable, 
and this new role will give me a stronger voice to continue to 
advocate for harsher penalties that ensure victims’ rights are put 
ahead of offenders, and to rebalance the scales of justice.

Recently, in the first sitting week back at Parliament in 
my new role, I spoke about what I believe should be the 
fundamental principles of police policy in this state – people 
should be protected, criminals should be punished, and police 
should have the resources they need to get that job done.

When we don’t get the balance right, the result is increased crime, 
soft sentences, and repeat offenders who get nothing but a slap on 
the wrist, and released back into the community to re-offend. 

Our hard-working police are tearing their hair out because the laws 
of this state are preventing them from doing their job. We need 
fairer sentences that reflect community expectations, and to put the 
rights of victims and communities before offenders. I welcome your 
feedback on this important subject. Feel free to contact me with what 
you think needs to be done to help restore the scales of justice.  

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW COUNCILLOR
I recently caught up with the new Division 9 Councillor, Maria 
Suarez, to discuss local projects and community priorities. It was a 
very positive meeting and I look forward to working closely with Cr 
Suarez to ensure positive outcomes for our shared communities. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Dan Purdie MP
Member for Ninderry

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 
SUPPORTED ME TO BE YOUR LOCAL 

REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUNSHINE 
COAST COUNCIL DIVISION 9 ELECTORATE. 
I FEEL VERY STRONGLY ABOUT ENSURING 

YOUR VOICE IS HEARD AT COUNCIL, 
AND THAT YOU ARE CONSULTED WITH 

ON DECISIONS THAT IMPACT YOU.

An update from your A word from

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
DIVISION 9 LOCAL MICHELE
Congratulations to Coolum local, Michele Lipner founder and 
coordinator of the local chapter of OzHarvest for being named 
Sunshine Coast Citizen of the Year. She has been honoured for her 
dedication to helping others, reducing food waste and advocating for 
vital behaviour change. Michele and her team of volunteers, collect 
more than 15,000 kilos of quality surplus food from 40 food donors and 
re-distribute it to 45 agencies to feed people in need every month.

BUSHCARE CALLING FOR MEMBERS
Do you love helping our environment and meeting likeminded 
people? Why not try BushCare – the local Whitecross Bushcare 
Group invites you to join their team of volunteers who look after 
their local bushland by removing environmental weeds and planting 
local natives. The group meetings on the second Wednesday of each 
month, from 8–10am at the entrance to the Whitecross Reserve 
at the end of Ringtail Place, Parklakes Estate. Find a group near 
you and register by searching “bushcare” on council’s website. No 
commitment is necessary – join-in where and when you can.

RECENT UPGRADES BLI BLI
Two stormwater pits on School Road and Fairview Close, Bli Bli have 
been replaced. This stormwater infrastructure that was at the end of 
its useful life and the new assets will provide another 50 years of use. 
A 63-metre-long stretch of existing concrete pathway was recently 
upgraded between 24 and 26 Tasol Street through to 1 Castle Green 
Court. The upgrade complements the recent lighting installation to 
further increase the safety of using this path both during the day 
and at night. Camp Flat Rd, Stage 4 upgrade is close to finalising 
engineering designs.  Construction should occur next financial year.

IMPACT DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATIONS
The service station application for Pacific Paradise has been refused 
by Council with the applicant indicating they will challenge the 
decision in the Planning & Environment Court. The Parklakes 
Central application is still requiring additional information 
prior to calls for submissions and assessment taking place.

 

ROAD LOOKUP
When I meet with the community, there are often a lot of 
requests for road crossings, repairs, infrastructure upgrades, speed 
reductions.  It can sometimes be confusing which road falls under 
either the Council or Queensland Government authority.  A handy 
tool for residents to find accurate road ownership information 
is https://qldtraffic.qld.gov.au/lookup.html. From there you 
should contact the relevant authority to lodge your request.

HEALTHY SUNSHINE COAST
Register now to take part in Council’s health and wellbeing program 
– Healthy Sunshine Coast, a range of low-cost, weekly activities 
around the region. It is all about creating a happier, healthier, more 
connected and resilient Sunshine Coast community. Be sure to join 
the Chair Yoga sessions in Bli Bli where the gentle class incorporates 
various seated and standing postures to build strength and stability 
whilst increasing the range of movement in the body. Visit Council’s 
website for more information and to find classes near you. 

As always, please contact council direct for any service requests such as 
road hazards, graffiti, dumped rubbish, parking, parks, potholes, roads, 
trees and waste collections. Contact details or service request forms 
are available at www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au or call 5475 7272

If you have any other issues or suggestions to discuss, please contact 
me on 5475 9810 or maria.suarez@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au.

Cr. Maria Suarez
Division 9 – Sunshine Coast Council
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TED O’BRIEN - 
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR FAIRFAX 

2023 PRIORITIES
There are good reasons why people flocked to the Sunshine Coast – we 
are a lifestyle capital and we locals enjoy the world’s most enviable way 
of life. 

As 2023 begins, I reaffirm a pledge I made in my maiden speech in 
2016: “to be Sunshine Coast’s man in Canberra and not Canberra’s 
man on the Sunshine Coast” - my loyalty lies at home and I’ll continue 
fighting for our region.

This year, I want to see tangible outcomes where I have secured 
funding, including: completion of the Maroochydore Rd / Mons Rd 
interchanges of the Bruce Highway (over $300M); ramping up of 
Phase One of the North Coast Rail Line (over $500M), and; starting 
work on the Mooloolah River Interchange on the Sunshine Motorway 
(over $300M).

I’ll also be continuing my campaign for better rail services to the Coast, 
including full duplication of the North Coast Rail Line to Nambour 
(the $5 million I secured for design work is yet to be matched by the 
Qld Labor Government); and a new line along the CAMCOS corridor 
to Maroochydore (the $1.6 billion we secured is yet to be matched by 
the Qld Labor Government and funding has been postponed by the 
Federal Labor Government).

These aren’t my only priorities of course, but they’re the big ticket ones.

SPORTING AND 
PARA-SPORTING CHAMPIONS
It was great to recently meet another group of local sporting and para-
sporting champions.

Thirty four (34) young sports stars were recognised in the latest round 
of Local Sporting Champions and Local Para Champions grants for 
12-18 year olds.

I would particularly like to give a shoutout to:

•	 Finn Lawson from Bli Bli - Australian Schools Rugby Union 
	 tour to Japan; and

•	 Louis Fretwell from Maroochy River - Australian MX 			
	 championship, QLD MX championship (Motocross).

I look forward to following their journey to the 2032 Games!

Sportspeople aged 12-18 can apply for the next round at 
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/. 

STRONGER COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAMME GRANTS NOW OPEN
Does your community group need some help?

I am inviting local not-for-profit community groups in Fairfax to 
submit their Expressions of interest (EOI) for grants to help with small 
capital projects such as upgrades, fit-outs and equipment purchases.

The Stronger Communities Programme provides grants of $2,500 
to $20,000 for projects that deliver social benefits and boost local 
community participation. 

Grant recipients under the previous funding round included:  

•	 Mudjimba Community Kindergarten & Pre-School 
	 ($5,000 towards facilities upgrades); and

•	 Sunshine Coast Netball Association ($9,770 towards a new 
	 first-aid, four-wheel buggy). 

EOIs must be submitted HERE no later than 10 March for projects 
located in the Fairfax electorate. Up to 20 local projects will share in 
$150,000. 

For more information on this and other grants, ring my office 
on 5479 2800 or email ted.obrien.mp@aph.gov.au

Phone: 5479 2800    Email: ted.obrien.mp@aph.gov.au    Web: www.tedobrien.com.au

Mail: PO Box 1978, Maroochydore QLD 4558

A message from
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All levels welcomed

• Vinyasa, Gentle and Power Yoga

• Yin Yoga • Pilates

• Barre • Meditation and Breath

• Workshops and Retreat • Studio Hire

• NDIS Billing available

Experience Aktivliving Studio  
Bookings: mindbodyonline.com

YOGA -  PIL ATES -  BARRE

Every  body  deserves  to  move

Be inspired and supported in a 
community created for you!

$59 
30 day unlimited 

classes

Valuing
what 
matters
most.

We invite you to book
a personal CAMPUS TOUR 

www.ncc.qld.edu.au 

a: 2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559 
p: 5451 3333
e: enrolments@ncc.qld.edu.au

YOUR BLI BLI LOCAL!

CAMERON
HACKENBERG

0421 504 479
AWA R D E D

P R E M I E R
M E M B E R

RAY WHITE BLI BLIW I T H I N  T H E  R AY  W H I T E  G R O U P



It seems time really does fly when you are having fun.  This term 
has started with a flurry of activity with our clear focus on high 
expectations, engaging curriculum and positive culture.

It has been so rewarding to see just how settled our students are, 
including over 100 new students who have joined us in 2023.  The 
children at our school continue to shine with their great behaviour 
and positive attitudes and work ethic.  Already there is a buzz in the 
air, as we begin our preparations for our school musical in Term 2.

Our staff are currently heavily engaged in our strategic 
agenda, ensuring that our focus remains on giving our 
students the best possible opportunities to learn and play 
whilst in our care.  Our five key areas continue to be:

1.	 Literacy and Numeracy in Focus – This year we are targeting reading 
across our Prep to Year 6 classrooms.  We are working with the latest 
research to ensure that we are teaching reading skills that will focus on 
synthetic phonics.  This supports the student abilities to decode, read 
and comprehend a broad range of texts.  Our P and C have been very 
supportive, providing funding for a huge number of new reading books.

2.	 21st Century Curriculum – Our staff are busily working on the 
development of modern, highly engaging units of work for our 
children to promote learning extensions, and clear links to the 
global community.  We are working towards the implementation 
of Version 9 of the Australian Curriculum, commencing in 2024.

3.	 Positive Culture 4 Learning – We are reviewing our awards 
and rewards in 2023, to ensure that we are acknowledging 
the great achievements, both socially and academically 
that our children are showing.  There are so many amazing, 
hard working students, who we want to recognise.

4.	 Digital Futures – This year we are focusing on our infrastructure 
upgrades and building a new learning platform that will be 
used across our school and our education system.  Our 
students continue to lead the way, utilising a broad range 
of technologies to enhance and extend their learning. 

5.	 Diversity – At Bli Bli State School we work hard to promote 
our firm belief that everyone belongs here.  We work tirelessly 
to support staff and students to ensure that we treat all 
in our school community with respect, and provide an 
equitable approach to support all our diverse learners.

We love our school and continue to be inspired by the amazing 
generation of ‘smart’ learners who walk through our gates every day.

Monique Pfingst
Principal
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School Road, Bli Bli Qld 4560
P:	 07 54582 111
F:	 07 5458 2100
E:	 admin@blibliss.eq.edu.au

www.blibliss.eq.edu.au

BLI BLI
S T A T E  S C H O O L

An Independent Public School

Bli Bli State School inspires children to confidently contribute to our dynamic world 
through strong foundations of commitment, creativity, character and community.

Bli Bli State School’s bi-annual musical is underway.  'Where The 
Heart Is' is a musical about families.  Brother and sister, Robert and 
Julia, don't always see eye to eye but get caught up in a magical 
journey helping Caley and Forrest.  On their journey, they realise 
that despite their differences, home is where the heart is.  

Our musicals are unique to Bli Bli.  In term 4 last year, six students 
collaborated with teachers to write the musical.  In Week 2, over 100 
students auditioned for lead roles in acting, singing and dancing.  In Week 
3, rehearsals kicked off with 176 chorus members from Years 3 to 6. 

‘Where The Heart is’ goes on stage on Wednesday 
21 and Thursday 22 June.  We can’t wait!

Students at Bli Bli State School are learning to become the change 
they want to see in the world.  Beginning this year with a rollout 
of curriculum enhancement, teachers and students from across 
the school are learning about the significant challenges our planet 
faces and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(also known as global goals) aimed at remedying these issues. 

In Year 1, focusing on the global goal of Quality Education, students 
are learning to become book reviewers and will donate books to 
less fortunate communities in need of educational resources.  In 
Year 3, students are undertaking a campaign to encourage the 
community to use fewer disposable plastics and thus working on 
the global goal of protecting sea turtles and all Life Below Water.

Finally, in Year 6, students are exploring the global goals 
holistically and contemplating what they would do if they were the 
president of the United Nations.  These activities mark just the 
start of our journey and we are all very excited to keep supporting 
our students to become global citizens for the future.

More information on the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals can be found here https://sdgs.un.org/goals 

Year 1 Students: 
Hava, Oliver, George, Phebe 

Year 3 Students: 
Sean, Cruz, Jaxon, Ava, Torah, Freya

EXPERIENCE WHAT BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL 
HAS TO OFFER YOUR CHILDREN ON A TOUR 
OF OUR GREAT SCHOOL.
If you are considering enrolling at Bli Bli State School, 
we encourage you to visit the school for one of our regular 
school tours.

After your campus tour you are welcome to stay and chat with 
our staff. All tours commence from the administration building 
of the school.

We provide a nurturing and supportive 
environment for your children where 
their individual needs are respected and 
personalised learning approaches allow 
for each child to have the opportunity to 
reach their full potential.

Parents wishing to enrol at Bli Bli State 
School will need to demonstrate that the 
student’s principal place of residence 
is within the school catchment area, or 
submit an Expression of Interest to enrol. 
This form can be found on our website.  

Learn and play in our 
friendly school community

Please check out our website for details on 
applying for enrolment at Bli Bli State School. 
www.blibliss.eq.edu.au

9.15am Friday 10th March 2023

9.15am Friday 5th May 2023

9.15am Friday 2nd June 2023
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P: 5448 4811 
Level 3, Building 2, 

310 David Low Way, Bli Bli

reception@bliblidental.com.au   

www.bliblidental.com.au

Child Dental Benefit Scheme 
Bulk Billed Here 

New  patients  welcome

Contact us to check eligibility

10% SENIORS 
DISCOUNT*

0476 327 736 
www.darrensblindsshutterscurtains.com

The ladies of Hometown Edgewater Village at Bli Bli are again busy 
planning to host an Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea on Friday 19th 
May 2023 commencing at 9.30am.

Tickets are $10.00 and be will be available early April. This is for a 
cuppa, sandwiches, delicious cakes and slices and includes a lucky 
door prize. Many great prizes will be raffled and one of our resident 
singers will provide entertainment. There will be a guest speaker from 
The Cancer Council.

We extend a welcome to anyone interested in attending this morning 
tea. We hope to raise considerable funds to help and aid the Cancer 
Council in their endeavours to help fight this disease. Every one 
knows a family member, friend or work colleague who has been 
through the cancer journey.

To purchase tickets or for more information please phone 
MERLE – 0427 457 392  or  JOY – 0419 660 378.

THE NEW COURTS ARE NOW 18 MONTHS' OLD 
AND WE ARE DELIGHTED WITH THEM.   NOT 
ONLY IS IT A PLEASURE TO PLAY ON THE NEW 
SURFACE BUT THEY HAVE VASTLY IMPROVED 
THE OVERALL APPEARANCE OF THE CLUB.   
FEEDBACK FROM MEMBERS AND CASUAL 
PLAYERS ALIKE HAS BEEN VERY POSITIVE.  
We are now fortunate enough to have the services of a coach – 
Ryan Thomas.  As outlined in Ryan's own article in the Spring 
edition of Bli Bli News, he has been involved in tennis coaching 
for over 15 years in Australia and overseas.  Ryan and his family 
moved to the Sunshine Coast 18 months' ago from Melbourne.  
After visiting Bli Bli Tennis Club, Ryan realised that there is little 
tennis coaching available to the local community and there was 
an opportunity to change that.  Local residents who had to go 
further afield for coaching are now able to take advantage of the 
coaching facilities in place right here in Bli Bli.  Ryan coaches 
on Tuesdays and Fridays after 3.30pm.  He enjoys coaching all 
standards and ages.  Ryan can be contacted on: 0403 736 774 

In line with the Committee's constant efforts to improve the 
facilities, we now have a new practice ball machine which is available 
for members to hire for a small fee.  We have also purchased a 
defibrillator and so are now well-equipped for any emergency.

The courts are easily accessible and bookings 
may be made either through: 
www.tennis.com.au/blibli
or 0439 099 692 for casual play

The courts are available to casual players from early morning to dark 
for just $5 per player.  Night tennis is also available.   A code number is 
required to open the court gate, which is available by ringing the phone 
number on the web site.   Our courts are shaded in the morning by 
beautiful gum trees which make tennis matches especially enjoyable.

Membership and playing fees are stated on our website 
– our fees are the lowest on the Sunshine Coast.  

Bli Bli Tennis Club is run entirely by hard-working, not-so-young 
volunteers.   We are looking for players in their 60's, male or female, 
to play in our social tennis group on Tuesday mornings 7am to 9am in 
summer (to beat the heat).  We then relax afterwards with a coffee.

We welcome with open arms any new members 
both to play the wonderful game of tennis and to 
help in the running of our great little club. 

 

LOCALLY MADE 
Supporting local business on the Sunny Coast.

FROM SMALL 
OUTDOOR BLINDS 
TO LARGE 
OUTDOOR BLINDS
WE CAN CREATE YOU SOME SHADE, 
WHATEVER YOUR SIZE.

Darren’s expertise will guide you through your 
choices, book now for a free onsite quote.

Share a Cuppa for Cancer

Hello  from  Bli  Bli   Tennis  Club
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Maroochy River Golf Club – The terrace deck is a stunning feature of 
the Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro…. The place to be!

There’s nothing better than sitting down for a great meal with 
family and friends, watching the sunset. The terraced deck at 
Maroochy River Golf Club (MRGC) is the place to be, either after 
golf or having a relaxing meal in a family friendly atmosphere. 
It is great to see and hear of so many locals utilising the deck 
area with expansive views to Mount Coolum. Bli Bli locals and 
nearby residents are always welcome to enjoy the club facilities. 

We’re proud to announce that MRGC was recently awarded as a top 
100 Golf Course in Australia. So if you’re planning a round of golf on 
one of Australia’s best courses, call the Pro Shop on (07) 5457 0900.

Here’s some of what else we offer for members and guests.

CANE CUTTERS BAR & BISTRO

If you are thinking of having a party, (and we are currently 
catering for every type of party – children’s & adult 
birthdays, special occasions, work parties), the Cane Cutters 
Catering crew can offer all sorts of options for you.

Families and friends love coming out in the fresh air, sharing 
some value time, having some drinks and staying for a 
pizza or snack. Guests enjoy the Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro 
facilities and taking in the great views of the golf course to 
the North, with Mount Coolum on the horizon, as the sunset 
glistens across the water in a friendly family atmosphere.

The Friday night raffles are proving very popular, with raffle prizes 
up for grabs from 7pm. These include meat trays, breakfast trays, 
food and beverage vouchers and mini golf vouchers. After the raffles, 
the membership draw starts, where members who are present have 
the chance to win thousands of dollars. The Courtesy Bus also 
runs on Fridays from 5pm to bring patrons to and from the club.

With easy parking the Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro is 
open every day for coffee & cake, mouth-watering 
lunches and dinner with a great menu! 

MINI GOLF

The Maroochy River Mini Golf course (adjacent to the 
Clubhouse) is very popular with families and groups who play 
18 holes of mini golf with specially designed putters and balls. 

For those who are still not sure what mini golf is, it is a supercharged 
version of the old ‘putt putt’ game but without clowns faces and 
animal obstacles etc… Instead, it has classy, landscaped humps & 
hollows, delightful water features and pretend sand traps. Overhead 

lighting for the evening players and great background music make 
the mini golf so much better! There are 18 holes with two challenge 
levels to choose from…. An easy one for relaxed fun players and 
a harder one for players who are looking for a bit of a challenge.  

The mini golf course is open from 9.00am every day until 
late, 7 days a week. Game costs are just $17 for adults 
and $12 for children. A family of 4 is only $45.

Thursdays is Mini Golf Putt ‘n Parmi for lunch or dinner. Get 
the family together or call on your mates, and let’s play Mini 
Golf. Enjoy a beautiful meal at the Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro 
before or after you hit the course, all for only $35.00 per person. 
Who doesn’t love a good Parmigiana with family & friends for 
lunch or dinner? Here’s what is included - 18 holes of Mini 
Golf, Chicken Parmigiana, Chips & Salad on Thursdays only.

A special Friday Family Pizza Deal is only $70 and provides mini 
golf games for 2 adults and 2 children (extra children only $5-max 2 
extra), an 11-inch pizza, bowl of hot chips and jug of Schweppes soft 
drink! It’s a great thing to do with the family before the raffles start.

There is also a full-length driving range open every day and 
some evenings, not to mention 18 holes of championship golf. 
Bring your clubs, bring your family, it’s all here at MRGC.

For table reservations or to book the Courtesy Bus call 
Reception on 5373 1000. Table bookings are recommended 
(particularly on Friday nights) so please email bookings@
maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au. For more information on club 
facilities, golf or mini golf, go to maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au. 

Bli Bli and nearby residents are always welcome. Become a 
social member for just $5 and receive club discounts at the 
Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro. We hope to see you soon….

MAROOCHY RIVER GOLF CLUB

Your  Local  Club
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The construction of the new Cenotaph for the Bli Bli Community 
is nearing completion and all being well, it is proposed to 

have the official Unveiling and Dedication Service on:

DATE: 
Friday, 14 April 2023 at 10.00am

LOCATION:  
The Cenotaph will be located in Parklakes Drive 

at the end of the Avenue of Honour and is 
opposite The Local Parklakes Café, 125 Parklakes Drive, 

and near the roundabout with Kingfisher Drive.

The Service will be conducted by the Sunshine Coast RSL.  
The local community is cordially invited to attend this 

Service and show support as we remember the sacrifices of 
our Defence Personnel.  The Cenotaph will be a wonderful 

addition to bring the Bli Bli community together.

The Cenotaph has been made possible by the support of 
the Sunshine Coast RSL Regional Office, Department 
of Veterans Affairs, the Sunshine Coast Council and 
various Community Associations.  Thank you to all.

There will be more information available in the press 
and social media as we draw closer to the date.

Enquiries can be directed to the RSL on 5458 8303. 

THE INAUGURAL PARKLAKES 
ANZAC DAY SERVICE WILL BE 

CONDUCTED AT THE PARKLAKES 
CENOTAPH, PARKLAKES DRIVE, BLI BLI 

ON TUESDAY 25 APRIL 2023. 

The Service will commence at 9.00am.

This will be preceded by a March along the pathway 
of the Avenue of Honour by local Veterans and by the 

children from the local College and State School. 

The March will start at the 
Good Samaritan College at 8.30am.

The local Bli Bli community is cordially invited 
to attend this Service to pay their respects and 

remember the sacrifices of our Defence Personnel.

There will be more information available in the press 
and social media as we draw closer to the date.

Enquiries can be directed to RSL on 5458 8303. 

UNVEILING AND DEDICATION OF THE 
PARKLAKES 
CENOTAPH

PARKLAKES DRIVE, BLI BLI 

PA RK LA K E S   -   AV EN U E  O F  H O N O U R

A RT I S T ' S  I M P RE S S I O N
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We are a family owned Sunshine Coast business 
specialising in the supply and installation of 
quality custom sheds and carports.

We do it all for you, from the building approvals, 
concrete and earthworks and all the way through 
to the final install.

In the market for a quality shed or carport? 
Give the "Best Name in the Shed Game" a call, 
Coastwide Custom Sheds & Carports.

Matt Hamilton   0413 249 279
sales@coastwidecustomsheds.com.au
www.coastwidecustomsheds.com.au

CARPORTS  •  GABLE SHEDS  •  SKILLION SHEDS

BLI BLI LOCALS  •  SATISFACTION GUARENTEED

QUALITY 
SHEDS AND 
CARPORTS

Having a carport built by Coastwide Custom 
Sheds & Carports has been a pain-free, positive 
experience. Matt was always helpful and always 

kept me up to date with progress from the 
planning phase through to the construction 

of the carport. He takes pride in his work and 
this is reflected in the finished product. 

I highly recommend this company.

PHONE: 5443 5666 

EMAIL: info@bakerslawyers.com

www.bakerslawyers.com

•	 Commercial Dealings

•	 Business Transactions

•	 Property Law & Conveyancing

•	 Wills, Estates & Succession Planning	

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS ASSISTANCE 
YOU CAN COUNT ON

RESIDENTS OF BLI BLI 
AND INVOLVED IN THE 

LOCAL COMMUNITY
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2022 ENDED WITH A CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR 
MEMBERS AND PARTNERS. THIS EVENT WAS HELD 
AT OUR 11 PROGRESS ROAD, MAROOCHYDORE 
SHED WITH 100 IN ATTENDANCE. WE CATERED FOR 
THE LUNCH OURSELVES AND WERE ASSISTED BY 
URBAN ANGELS WITH DESSERT IN APPRECIATION 
OF OUR DONATIONS OF VEGETABLES FROM 
OUR GARDEN FOR THEIR WORK IN FEEDING 
THE HOMELESS. A VERY HAPPY OCCASION.

This year we have had guest speakers on topics of 
Coping with Grief and the dangers of skin cancer.

The workshop has been extremely busy with many 
projects on the go for members of the public, 
sporting organizations and local authorities.

Our IT Group is busy learning better ways of using a 
mobile phone. The Camera Group is popular with a 
monthly competition for the best photo of a certain theme 
and judged by Teds Camera House at Maroochydore.

The Discussion Group of about 30 members meet each 
Tuesday and speak without fear or favour of any topic 
of the day which they would like to comment on.

Our fundraising efforts continue with our popular Friday 
night meat tray raffle at the Maroochy Bridge Hotel 
commencing at 5.30 pm. We also assist the Mooloolaba Lions 
Club by providing members to direct stall holders to their 
parking sites as well as the buying public with parking.

New members are welcome. Please phone Ian 
on 0407 898430 for further information.

 
ABN: 43 763 985 123 
Member of Australian Men’s Shed Association 
 

 
11 Progress Road 
Kuluin, Qld 4558 
Email: secretary@maroochymensshed.com.au 
Web: www.maroochymensshed.com.au   

 

“Of all the roads travelled a man’s journey continues through the Shed hand of Mateship” 

MAROOCHY MEN’S SHED APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name: 
 
Name for your Name Tag: 
 
Street Address: 
 
City & Postcode: 
 
Home Phone: 
 

Mobile Phone: 

Email Address (caps please): 
 
Date of Birth (optional): 
 

 
 

 
 
Interests – What areas are you interested in for the Men’s Shed: 
 

__   Administration __  Woodworking __   Metalworking 
__   Fund Raising __  Computers __  Gardening 
__  Cleaning & Kitchen __  Fishing __  Music 
__  Discussion Group __  Photography __  Social 

 
 
Are you a service veteran? Yes/No 
 

Skills or Qualifications 
Please summarise any skills or qualifications you have acquired from employment, volunteer work, or other activities, 
including hobbies or sports: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

BLI BLI NORTHERN VILLAGE 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
Community Consultation for the Bli Bli Northern Village Master Planned Community 

will begin this month with the team hosting an information session at 
the Bli Bli State School on Tuesday, 28 March 2023 from 6pm. 

 This will be a great opportunity to meet the project team 
and find out more about Bli Bli Northern Village.
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P	 5374 8800
E	 psblibli@bne.catholic.edu.au
W	 www.goodsamaritan.qld.edu.au
	 Good Samaritan Catholic College

Our promise is to help your child excel at the 
College and in life, contribute to their community 

and lead the way in our changing society.

Catholic co-educational 
P-12 College

High quality learning in a 
faith filled community

Valuing excellence, integrity, 
justice and hope

GOOD SAMARITAN 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE

2024 ENROLMENT TIMELINE

•	 Prep and Year 7 2024 applications have now closed. 
	 Late applications will be placed on a waiting list

•	 March/April 2023 Enrolment interviews for Prep 2024 
	 and Year 7 2024 commence

•	 End of April 2023 – Enrolment offers made for 2024 
	 placements in Prep and Year 7

2023 has started extremely well at Good Samaritan Catholic College, 
with almost 1000 students now in attendance from Prep to Year 11. 
There is great excitement in the air at the College with new and 
exciting events happening throughout the year. The College will 
stage its first musical later in the year with students from Year 4 to 
11 involved. The first cohort of Year 11 students has commenced 
their senior studies, with students studying a wide variety of subjects 
across many different pathways. As well, sporting teams have started 
in different competitions while the classrooms are alive with teaching 
and learning opportunities.

While delayed due to last year’s incredible rainfall (over 2m of rain 
fell on the site and over 90 work days were lost to weather), the 
College building program continues to provide first class facilities for 
our students and staff. Eleven new state of the art classrooms were 
ready on the first day for occupation, while another 16 in the senior 
school will be ready at Easter. Seven of nine new specialist rooms 
were ready at the start of the year with new drama, art, science and 
hospitality spaces being enjoyed by staff and students alike. New 
Industrial Technology and Design spaces will also be ready at Easter. 
The College Resource Centre and Administration area refurbishment, 
while delayed, will provide amazing learning and work spaces by mid-
year. At the same time, we are deep into planning the next stage of the 
building program which will feature more learning spaces, particularly 
for senior students. This construction will take place in early 2024. 
As we continue to grow to meet the needs of our community, our 
facilities will also continue to keep pace with modern educational 
trends.

A school is more than the subjects taught, the buildings occupied, 
and the opportunities offered. A school is a community that embraces 
those who belong and reaches out to those in need. Our theme this 
year is “Our Greatest Opportunity” where everyone is encouraged 
to be and give more. I look forward to seeing our students grow and 
develop into outstanding Good Sams graduates. 

Greg Myers 
Principal
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THE ARTS AT GOOD SAMARITAN 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE ENCOURAGES 
STUDENTS TO EXPLORE A RANGE OF 
DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING DANCE, MUSIC, 
DRAMA, MEDIA AND VISUAL ART.
The College’s experienced instructors are passionate 
about sharing their knowledge and skills with 
students, giving them the opportunity to develop their 
creativity, critical thinking and teamwork skills. 

The music program is highly regarded, with students able to learn a 
range of instruments and styles from highly trained and experienced 
musicians. The choirs and bands regularly perform at school events 
and in the wider community. Our amazing new visual arts hub 
opened this year and now includes two studios and an open-air 
ceramics space. We have some exciting community arts projects 
on the go and hope to host an art exhibition later in the year. 

Media is another area where Good Sams excels, with students 
given the opportunity to learn about all aspects of media 
production, including scriptwriting, filming, special effects and 
editing. The students are using cutting-edge technology and 
equipment such as DSLR cameras, gimbals, drones, green screens 

and Adobe Suite, including After Effects, Premier Pro, and 
Photoshop, to produce highly engaging and creative works.

As the College prepares for the eisteddfod season, the 
dance and acrobatics programs are focusing on developing 
their technical and performance skills, as well as perfecting 
their routines. This is an exciting time for the students, 
who are given the opportunity to showcase their skills 
and compete against other schools in the region.

This year also marks an exciting addition to the arts program, 
as students from across years 4-11 come together to prepare 
for the inaugural musical production of The Little Mermaid. 
The musical is being directed by our drama teacher Mr 
Harry Cartledge who brings a wealth of experience and 
energy to the team. The musical will run for three shows at 
The J Theatre in Noosa on the 18th and 19th August. 

Megan Piper
Middle Leader The Arts

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL
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Phone 5408 4384
Bli Bli Village Town Centre 
Level 3 (Tower 1) Suite 306

ARC Active Rehabilitation & Chiropractic has been in practice for over 
40 years. They have opened a new premises at Bli Bli Village. We offer, 
Chiropractic, Rehab, Acupuncture and longer consults are the norm. 

ARC Active Rehabilitation & Chiropractic 

Everyone gets treatment on their first consult. 

NEW CLIENT 
SPECIAL $59 initial consults

ARC
A C T I V E  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  &  C H I R O P R A C T I C

for the month of April and May*
First time clients only

Our principal chiropractor Richard has been traveling all around 
Australia for the past 18 months, due to his lovely wife Patrice playing 
in the hit musical Moulin Rouge! As such, he and his family have been 
with her every step of the way, all across this great country of ours. 

Richard’s greatest concern, however, has been the great variations in 
mattress quality that he and ther family would have to stay in. While 
they would all take their pillows to every town, their mattresses would 
ultimately dictate the quality of sleep that they would all get. So, 
what do we recommend? Ultimately, you have to find what works 
for you. Some people fare much better with firmer mattresses, while 
others swear by softer mattresses that give way and conform better.

Sleep position can also dictate whether you are getting a proper 
rest and recovery period. Speak to any health practitioner, and they 
will tell you that sleeping on your stomach is the worst position for 
your neck and lower spine to sleep in, as you are constantly turned 
90 degrees at the head and neck. This can cause long term stiffness 
in your neck muscles, but could also affect your general neck and 
spine movement, and leave you more prone to neck pain in general.

Back sleeping is the most ideal position, as it naturally allows 
your neck and spine to remain neutral, so individuals who prefer 
this position generally do best on a surface with a balanced 
feel. The largest concern for back sleepers spine-wise can be 
the lower back, which can suffer from pressure buildup if the 
hips and lumbar region do not receive enough support.

Side sleepers can often suffer if their mattress is too 
firm, or if their pillow is not thick enough.

Side sleeping places extra pressure on the hips and shoulders, which 
can quickly lead to soreness if there is insufficient cushioning. 
Usually, the best mattresses for side sleepers have thicker comfort 

systems that allow wider parts of the body to sink in enough for 
the spine to remain straight. On the other hand, side posture can 
be better for people that suffer with conditions such as snoring 
or sleep apnea. The average person moves about 13 times an hour 
during sleep, but this can vary greatly between people(1).

How do you find the right mattress? As with a lot of other 
purchases, ‘try before you buy’ is the best answer. Don’t be afraid 
to lay down in the mattress store or department store for a good 
5-10 minutes per mattress, trying out all the different sleeping 
positions. Who knows, you may even make a friend or two!

If you have any other questions, please feel free to speak 
to your local chiropractor or health professional about 
the best way to get a better night’s sleep. The better your 
sleep, the better you'll feel when you're awake!

(1): Haba-Rubio J et al. (2016). “Prevalence and 
determinants of periodic limb movements in the 
general population.” Ann Neurol. 79(3):464-74.

www.sleepfoundation.org

The better your sleep, the better you'll feel 
WHEN YOU'RE AWAKE!



ISSUE 48   |   AUTUMN 2023   |   Page 27Page 26   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’ ISSUE 39   |   SUMMER 2020/21   |   Page 27ISSUE 37   |   WINTER 2020   |   Page 27Page 27   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’ ISSUE 34   |   SPRING 2019   |   Page 27

Little Sprouts Dinosaur Dig

What is premium childcare?
•	 Oversized rooms

•	 Chef prepared meals

•	 Large nature based playground 

•	 Health and wellness program

•	 Bush kinder project

•	 Computer coding & programming

•	 Foreign language lessons

•	 Free monthly mother and baby clinic 

•	 Cooking experiences in dedicated 
demonstration kitchens 

•	 Dinosaur fossil dig & Waterpark 

•	 Family owned and operated 

•	 Parent lounge with barista 
quality coffee

•	 Little Sprouts welcomes our 
very own Centre Chaplin, 
Alyssa available to the Little 
Sprouts community 

We do things differently
At Little Sprouts Premium 
Childcare we believe every 
day is a precious learning 
opportunity and children 
need real experiences 
with mud, trees, fresh air, 
puddles and pets in a nature 
based environment driven 
by children, families and 
passionate educators.

to Premium Childcare Welcome

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN BLI BLI
160 Camp Flat Road - CALL 54 508 470    |    50 Parklakes Drive - CALL 54 508 460
Email: littlesprouts@bigpond.com    |    www.littlesproutsearlylearningcentre.com.au

 

KEEPING PETS 
HEALTHY FOR OVER 

27 YEARS 
 

2 Kennedy Road, Bli Bli 

Ph: 5448 5055 
Book Online at www.bliblivet.com.au   

No pet owner ever expects their dog to catch deadly heartworm, 
however there is a continuing increase in the number of cases being 
detected on the Sunshine Coast. Upsettingly, cases are being seen 
in dogs that have lived on the coast their entire lives. While North 
Queenslanders have been dealing with high levels of infected pets for 
many years, we’ve had a very low incidence of cases here. However, 
the area of high infection rates is encroaching - Bundaberg is the 
latest hotspot.

What is Heartworm?
Heartworm is transmitted by mosquitoes. After biting an infected 
animal, the tiny worms (Microfilaria) develop in the mosquito 
and are subsequently transferred to other animals. When bitten, 
heartworm larvae are injected into your pet’s bloodstream, where 
they undergo several stages of development and make their way to 
the heart and lungs. These adult worms can reach sexual maturity in 
a few short months and will continue to reproduce for up to 7 years. 
They cause irreversible damage to the heart, lungs and arteries, and 
can affect your dog’s health and quality of life long after the parasites 
are gone. 

Prevention
We would like to remind everyone that prevention is by far the best 
option when it comes to heartworm. 

There are many monthly preventative treatments available which are 
effective. However, they must be given on time and without fail as 
they only act against heartworm for a small part of the their lifecycle 
- just after the developing worms enter your pet’s skin following a 
mosquito bite. 

The most effective method of protection is an annual injection - it is 
effective against heartworm through all of their life stages, including 
the adult worms.  

An important reason for a preventative plan is that the treatment of 
clinical disease from these worms is complicated, lengthy and carries 
a level of risk as well. Treatment is also expensive and not always 
successful.

What to look for
In the early signs of the disease many dogs show little or no 
symptoms. It can easily go unnoticed. 

•	 Mild persistent cough

•	 Limited energy 

•	 Low appetite

•	 Weight loss

It is generally not until the disease has progressed further that 
symptoms are spotted - such as laboured breathing, constant fatigue, 
a swollen belly or pale gums. This may mean that by the time you 
are seeing symptoms, your pet has already acquired irreversible organ 
damage. Dogs with large numbers of heartworms can suddenly 
develop life-threatening blockages of blood flow within the heart. 

If your pet hasn’t been on continuous protection, testing for 
heartworm is recommended before starting any treatment. Talk to 
our Veterinary staff if you have any questions about what is the best 
option for your pet.

HEARTWORM SAFE
Keep Your Pet 

IF YOUR PET HASN’T BEEN ON CONTINUOUS PROTECTION, TESTING 
FOR HEARTWORM IS RECOMMENDED BEFORE STARTING ANY 

TREATMENT. TALK TO OUR VETERINARY STAFF IF YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT IS THE BEST OPTION FOR YOUR PET.
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bridges and farmland with the towns of Maroochydore and 
Nambour being the worst affected.  Ray Grace had to be extracted 
via the roof when trapped by fast rising floodwaters.

February 21st and 22nd 1992:  This was the closest flood to 1893 
and gives thought to the Aboriginal prediction all those years ago 
of another in 100 years.  This turned the coast into an inland lake 
with water covering hectares of land and the main transport was 
by boat.

Bli Bli was badly hit with this deluge.  Water covered all 
approaches to the town centre, David Low Way to Pacific Paradise 
was covered in water.  Standing in the middle of the Bli Bli Bridge 
the view was water from there to the motorway. Looking back to 
the castle, the old McBride’s shop had water up to its floor boards 
(now the car wash). 

With the coming of technology this flood and many other rain 
events since have been fully covered, the information is available 
from the Sunshine Coast Heritage Library and various newspaper 
records are available.

LOCAL INDEPENDENT TOWING SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
FULLY INSURED TILT TRAY TRANSPORT
BLI BLI 0435 353511
Mention this advert for ‘locals only’ discount
a2btows@gmail.com abn. 32747687489 The School Residence was built in 1920 

and is the oldest public building in Bli Bli.

Meet us at the "Former Bli Bli School Residence" 94 Willis Road, Bli Bli

2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Monday February to December from 9.30am to 12.30pm

Other times are by appointment with President Ailsa Watson 
0408 544 845 / 5448 4848

All Historical Society members, guests, researchers and the public are also 
welcome to join us on the 1st Monday of each month in the old Church Hall 
located at 89 Willis Road, Bli Bli from 9.30 a.m. Refreshments provided.

EPISODE 2

Floods over the Years
January 1st 1943.  Flash flooding at its best. For 4 days the coast 
was the scene of violent storms with heavy rainfall.   Average 
rainfall was approximately 6 inches, before the sky cleared.

Unfortunately, rapidly rising streams caused by the heaviest rainfall 
recorded for the month of December in some years, took the life of 
a resident in a flooded stream near Bli Bli. Although watercourses 
overflowed their banks and flooded many low-lying areas, little or 
no damage was reported apart from the sweeping away of soil from 
farm areas.

A violent storm with heavy lightening and crashes of thunder 
appeared over Maroochydore late on the Saturday afternoon.  
A flash struck the home of Mr. W. Ruegger, and another flash 
smashed a tree nearby.  His wife was ironing with an electric iron 
downstairs.  Suddenly, the lightning struck and she was thrown 
violently to the floor Her husband, who was only a few feet away 
from his wife escaped injury.  It was later confirmed the lightening 
had struck the radio aerial and progressed through a hole in the 
wall to demolish the radio and phone casing.

February 4th 1944.  Conditions at Bli Bli were not good.   Since 
Friday last the Bli Bli district has recorded something like eight 
inches of rain.   The river has been in flood, carrying a fair amount 
of debris.  Backed up against big tides and whipped by a strong 
south-easterly wind, the river has become exceedingly rough.  
While however, low-lying land along the river has been inundated, 
there are no reports of losses having been experienced.  With the 
water receding great areas of mud and debris have been deposited 
on the river bank.

February 14th 1947.  Again, the Maroochy River Tram Bridge is 
swept away in the district’s cyclonic rain, cane and other agricultural 
areas have been inundated, rapid rises in the higher reaches of the 
Maroochy River have wrought havoc in numerous areas throughout 
Maroochy and Landsborough Shires.

Not for 24 years has Petrie Creek been so high, with the northern 
end of the main street at Nambour being submerged to about 18 
inches.  No fate as to the cane areas at Maroochy River and Bli Bli 
have been received, as they are all cut off.  Most of the other areas 
traffic and tram bridges are known to be under water.

By 1950 communications were much improved and most of the 
flooding and cyclonic disturbances have been well documented.  
Below are just a few of these extraordinary events.

February 2nd 1951.  The Maroochy in flood again.  Reports have 
come in regarding relief parties and their magnificent work wading 
through chest high flood waters to deliver food rations to be made 
available to be delivered by boat, to the flood bound victims of the 
river areas.

In the most widespread flood of the river since the 1930s, Coulson’s 
Wharf and boatshed were swept away.  The water over the traffic 
bridge was at one point as high as 10 feet, the Coolum Road 
was at least 12 feet deep and several homes were in great danger, 
necessitating the removal of a number of families.

Mr. Coulson in an interview in 1996, pointed out a gumtree in the 
paddock and advised his 33-foot boat the “Irene” was dumped in 
the fork of the tree.   He salvaged the steering wheel and attached 
it to the tree in memory of the boat.

The position on the river was growing and more serious every 
hour.  It had been intended for Mr. Coulson’s boats to assist in the 
removal of marooned families on the river.  Eventually they bought 
in a large motor boat in charge of Mr. Percy Evans who removed 
many farmers and families to higher ground.

In 1954 the coast experienced some of the worst weather it had 
ever experienced. Two cyclones made landfall and left a trail of 
devastation, beaches were eroded, buildings and crops destroyed and 
took the life of one resident.  In an interview with the newspaper, 
the then Chronicle, one resident, who in the 69 years he had lived 
on Buderim, claimed it was the worst cyclonic blow Buderim had 
ever endured. 

The Bald Knob Hall was wrecked.  Many houses were unroofed, 
including 50 at Caloundra.   The outside toilets fared no better and 
most of the outside showers and toilet facilities were destroyed.

Between July 6-10 1973. On July 8 one 24-hour period recorded 
384mm at Nambour, 349mm Woodford and 340mm at Mapleton. 
The 600 ton empty cargo vessel, the “Cherry Venture” was 
grounded on July 8th by gale force winds and wild seas that drove 
her onto Teewah Beach.  She remained firmly grounded on the 
beach sands where she formed an established landmark.   In 2004, 
her skeleton remains were dismantled and removed from the beach 
due to safety concerns.

On the 22nd June 1983.  During this month flood waters 
inundated Petrie Creek, Cornmeal Creek and the Maroochy River 
causing widespread damage and flooding to buildings, roads, 

References: Nambour Chronicle, Sunshine Coast Heritage Library Nambour, Stan Tutt, 
Sunshine Coast Daily, Bli Bli Historical Society, Janine Hill, Brisbane Courier.

View from bridge towards Pacific Paradise. On the right Surf and Ski 
and Muller Park. Notice the hood of a car just peeking out of the water.

Roof of ute washed into the lake from David Low Way at Edgewater 1992

Damage at Cotton Tree in 
the 60s from wild weather.
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Trudi Yoga 
Trudi 0421 369 262

Bli Bli 
Community 
Association 

3rd Tuesday 
7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Daniel 0427 635 558

GKR Karate 
Andrew 

0407 695 005

Sacred 
Embodiment 

Sara 
sara@sacredembodiment.com.au 

Saturday (monthly) 
5.30pm - 11.30pm

Sundance Line 
Dancers 

Heather 0407 174 591

U3A Zumba 
Class 

Wayne 5430 1123

Kelly Karate 
Simon 0408 064 439

Maroochy River 
Country Music 

Club 
Lynda 0409 588 939

WHAT IS ON IN THE OLD HALL AND THE OLD CHURCH?
The Public Hall and the Old Church is the focus of many exciting and varied activities. 

For any enquiries or bookings call 0427 635 558 or email your enquiry to bookings@blibli.qld.au

OLD HALL OLD CHURCH
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Sunday Worship Services: 9am

Morning Tea: 10.00am

Holy Communion - 1st Sunday of Month
Everyone is warmly welcomed. Visitors are always welcome

Café Lilac - Ladies Coffee Morning - 3rd Tuesday of month

Mens Breakfast - BBQ Breakfast at Park & Co, Parklakes 2 - 
2nd Saturday of month at 8.30am

HALL & CHURCH HIRE AVAILABLE -  
John Rankin on 0458 215 250
Murray Johnson on 0434 692 176

Bli Bli & District Garden Club - Last Thursday of month 
Come and join us from 9am - 12 noon

Martial Arts - Held on Tuesday & Thursday nights 
Ring Alan Waddell on 0401 003 455 for information

10 Lefoes Road, Bli Bli

BLI BLI UNITING 
CHURCH
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All information 
is correct at the 
time of printing

Wayne Hewson 
Marshal Arts 
Mark 0409 271 168

Church 
of United 

Spiritualism 
Rosemary 

0409 457 352

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Wayne Hewson 
Marshal Arts 
Mark 0409 271 168

Didgeridoo 
Music Therapy 
Caleb 0422 805 580 

5.15pm - 7.30pm

Juile (Private 
Band Practice) 
Julie 0457 070 131 

Saturday / Fortnightly

Golden Grown 
Healling 

Paul 0410 974 799 
Random Saturday 

and Sundays

Trudi Yoga 
Trudi 0421 369 262

6pm - 7pm

12.00pm

7.00am

1.00pm

6.00pm

8.00am

2.00pm

7.00pm

9.00am

3.00pm

8.00pm

10.00am

4.00pm

9.00pm

11.00am

5.00pm

10.00pm

11.00pm

Bli Bli Yoga 
Petra 0409 532 940

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Dance Fever 
Sandra 0432 980 432

Sundance Line 
Dancers 

Heather 0407 174 591

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

Bli Bli Quilters  
Liz 0408 312 713

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

Health 
Sunshine Coast 

Zumba Class

Budist Temple 
(monthly) Ramon

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

12.00pm

7.00am

1.00pm

6.00pm

8.00am

2.00pm

7.00pm

9.00am

3.00pm

8.00pm

10.00am

4.00pm

9.00pm

11.00am

5.00pm

10.00pm

11.00pm

Bli Bli  
Mechanical Repairs

Experienced mechanic in Blanch Cres. 
For all your car troubles. 
Ring for an appointment.  

Friendly service.
5448 6851

CK Design 
Dog Grooming

Professional Grooming Salon with a 
hand scissoring specialist.  

41 Avocado Cres.
5448 4818  

by appointment

To advertise contact ads@blibli.qld.au

A.C.G. Plumbing & Excavations. 
We’re Reliable! All aspects of 

plumbing, drainage gas fitting & 
free quotes. No job too big or small. 

Reliable, fast, friendly.
0414 227 471

www.blibli.qld.au

BLI BLI SERVICES - SUPPORTING OUR LOCALS



Join us in welcoming Alex Dale to our team!

Alex Dale, the local specialist you know,
now stronger than ever with Ray White.

raywhiteblibli.com.au

 18 Burtons Road, Maroochy River               $1,900,000

Just Sold

 52 Atkinson Road, Bli Bli                                        $900,000  22 Black Swan Circuit, Maroochy River        $900,000

 129 Gold Creek Road, North Arm                $2,108,000

Just Sold Just Sold

Just Sold
 34 Wharf Road, Bli Bli                                              $935,000

Just Sold

RECENT SALES BY RAY WHITE BLI BLI

Contact us today - 07 5450 8111

Just Sold
 32 Tamin Place, Maroochy River                   $1,015,000


