


16 Tamin Place, Maroochy River

28 Bellevue Street, Bli Bli

15 Tamin Place, Maroochy River

2 Cormorant Court, Bli Bli

1 Pelican Place, Bli Bli

12 Riverview Street, Bli Bli

35 Avocado Crescent, Bli Bli

15b Tamin Place, Maroochy River

17 Ocean Vista Drive, Maroochy River

5446 6186

NOW OPEN - Shop 5 / 311 David Low Way, Bli Bli NOW OPEN - Shop 5 / 311 David Low Way, Bli Bli

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED

• Do you have investment properties not managed
   by our office?

• Do you know anyone with rental properties looking
   for better service?      

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT Refer a friend or transfer 
your property to our office
before September 2020
and we will give you
3 MONTHS FREE
MANAGEMENT FEES.

Start selling your property with our
September 2020 and 

you will pay ½ PRICE COMMISSION.   

SALES

How would you like to pay

?

JUST SOLD
JUST SOLD

7 Cormorant Court, Bli Bli
3 bed, 2 bath, 1 car

43 Waterhole Place, Bli Bli
3 bed, 2 bath, 3 car

   

Shop 5 / 311 David Low Way, Bli Bli 
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WALKING TRAIL 
OPENED AT RESTORED 

YANDINA CREEK WETLAND 
The Yandina Creek Wetland has transformed into a bird 
watcher’s delight, with a new 1.7km (return) walking trail 
and native bird viewing hide open to the public.

With COVID-19 restrictions easing from this weekend, 
the community can now enjoy the site and all it has to 
offer, while adhering to public health directions.

More than 100 bird species call the wetland home 
and other flora and fauna are thriving.

The wetland forms part of the Blue Heart Sunshine Coast, an 
Australian-first partnership announced last year between Unitywater, 
Sunshine Coast Council and the Department of Environment 
and Science to protect and manage more than 5000 hectares 
of natural floodplain in the Maroochy River Catchment.

Unitywater Executive Manager Sustainable Infrastructure 
Solutions Amanda Creevey said plants in the Yandina Creek 
Wetland took up nutrients and sediments from the water 
to improve water quality and overall river health.

“An added bonus of the wetland is the boost in biodiversity 
we’re seeing, including increased marine life, mangroves 
and wetland plants, and birds, with some migratory 
birds even returning to the site,” she said.

“The addition of the trail walk and bird viewing hide means we 
get to bring the community along for the ride, take a walk with 
nature and maybe spot some of the incredible creatures here.

“With COVID-19 restrictions easing we’re proud to provide 

this environmental facility to our community. We see it as 
the beginning of an environmental hub in this area.”

Ms Creevey encouraged anyone visiting the wetland to wear 
long-sleeved clothing and carry mosquito repellent, as well 
as following social distancing and hygiene measures.

Sunshine Coast Council Mayor Mark Jamieson said the Blue 
Heart beats strongly within the Sunshine Coast and the addition 
of the walking trail added to the opportunities that it would 
provide for the region and its landscape for decades to come.

“Through the Blue Heart we’re continuing to demonstrate 
our commitment to sustainability and enhancing 
our natural assets,” Mayor Jamieson said.

“Importantly, the Blue Heart is another tangible demonstration 
of how our Council is working with its partners to strengthen 
our region’s climate resilience and taking real action to assist 
our communities to adapt to a changing climate.”

The wetland trail walk is located at 362-328 River Road, Yandina.

For more information please visit www.unitywater.com/yandina-creek 
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ABOUT YANDINA CREEK WETLAND
Unitywater purchased the 191-hectare parcel of former cane farming land in 2016 and restored it to a natural wetland 

to offset nutrients and sediments going into the Maroochy River following treatment of the local community’s 
sewage. It’s a green engineering solution and more cost-effective than upgrading local treatment plants.

The Yandina Creek Wetland removes about 5.3 tonnes of total nitrogen and 0.5 tonnes of phosphorous each year.

IMAGES: 
Birdlife Australia Sunshine Coast Convenor Ken Cross 
enjoys the new trail walk and bird viewing hide at Unitywater’s 
Yandina Creek Wetland.

Jetts Bli Bli
Level 2 Tenancy 1J   
(next to the hairdresser)
308-312 David Low Way, 
Bli Bli QLD 4560 

WE ARE
MOVING!

1300 JETTS 247
Jetts.com.au
Jetts Bli Bli
@Jettsblibli
#jetts 
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trail sections and 
paddling times

paddler’s 
checklist

George Best Park to Coulson Wharf Park 
3.5km 50 minutes

Coulson Wharf Park to Lake Dunethin 
5.5km 80 minutes

Lake Dunethin to Lift Bridge 
2km 30 minutes

Lift Bridge to Coolum Creek Confluence 
5.5km 80 minutes

Coolum Creek Confluence to Coolum Creek Landing  
1km 15 minutes

Coolum Creek Landing to Old Cane Train Bridge 
1.5 km 25 minutes

Coolum Creek Confluence to M’chy Wetlands Sanctuary
5km 75 minutes

Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary to Muller Park 
2km 30 minutes

Muller Park to Fishermans Road
3km 45 minutes

Fishermans Road to Nojoor Road
3.5km 50 minutes

Fishermans Road to Cotton Tree 
5km 75 minutes

Most paddlers can cover approximately 4km  
per hour in ideal weather and tidal conditions. 
Colour is indicated on map.

Access points
that are accessible by vehicle

George Best Park

Ashtons Wharf Road 

Lake Dunethin 

Coolum Creek Landing 

Stoney Wharf Road 

Muller Park Ramp 

Fishermans Road 

Bradman Ave Boat Ramp 

Thomas Road 

Picnic Point Esplanade 

Nojoor Road 

Cotton Tree

Kayaks and canoes can be launched from all 
highlighted access points. Be careful. Heavy 
rain can cause major flooding upstream of the 
north and south Maroochy River junction.  
Near the river mouth tides can be strong and 
water depth can change suddenly.

getting here

legend

River

Native  
Vegetation

Island

Mountain

Bridge 

Access Point

Disabled  
Access Point

Rest Area 
water, bbq, tables

Toilets

What to do prior to launch:

Be aware of water levels and currents as tides and 
winds can significantly affect the difficulty of the trip. 

Wear a properly fitted Personal Floatation Device (PFD).

 Watch for motorboats. Paddle to the nearest shore.

Respect anglers. Paddle away from their lines.

 Bring a mobile phone in case of an emergency. 

 Consider the fitness level and experience of your 
entire group before choosing section(s) to paddle.

Groups of at least three or four people are 
recommended - especially for longer sections. 

 It’s also a good idea to nominate a leader just in 
case a difficult situation arises.

 Check weather reports before you set off.

 Recommended items to take include: water, food, 
sunscreen, mobile phone, medication, maps, 
waterproof jackets, hat, warm clothing and a first aid kit.

Carry plenty of food and water in a water proof 
container.

Take insect repellent to ward off mosquitos.

Visit www.weather.com.au/qld/sunshine-coast 
and www.coastwatch.com.au for all weather 
and tide information.
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACES OF BLI BLI
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Living in Bli Bli during Covid-19 
you get a greater appreciation 
of the Parks and Open Spaces 
that one can enjoy!
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CALL STUART PEARSON
0430 911 848

BLI BLI IS BOOMING… after a busy 

few months the buyer activity is 

through the roof!! With a huge 

database of active buyers ready 

to buy… you can count on Stuart 

to get you a great result!!
AUSTRALIA

PREVENTING 
PET EMERGENCIES 

While our pets are enjoying the extra time we are sharing with 
them during isolation, activities such as gardening, baking, crafts 
and even housework can allow easier access to dangers for our furry 
family members. To avoid additional stress (and costs) during these 
already difficult times here are a few hazards to be conscious of:

SEWING, KNITTING AND FABRIC CRAFTS – Thread and 
yarn can be very attractive playthings, especially to cats. However, if 
swallowed they can result in painful digestive obstructions. Ensure 
everything is stored securely when you are finished, and don’t forget 
to keep a close watch that needles and pins don’t end up on the floor.

CRAFTS – While glue, rubber bands, and beads are all potential 
threats if swallowed, items such as magnets and kinetic sand can 
quickly become life threatening. If more than one magnet is swallowed 
immediate medical attention will be required, so watch closely when 
these items are being used. Isocyanate polyurethanes (expanding 
glues) used for woodworking can have an attractive smell and 
taste. They will expand tremendously if swallowed, forming a solid 
mould of the stomach and creating a life-threatening blockage.

BAKING – Many human foods are toxic to our pets and may cause a 
varied range of issues, even in small amounts. Chocolate, raisins, grapes, 
onions, xylitol (an artificial sweetener), macadamia nuts, milk and raw 
egg whites are some of the common ones to keep out of their reach.

AIR FRESHENERS – With everyone spending more time at 
home, the wish to freshener the air can cause some problems for 
our pets. Essential oils can be particularly dangerous to cats; the 
concentration, quality, type of oil and ventilation in the room among 
other factors will all effect the level of the threat. Contact can 
cause irritation of the skin, eyes, nose or lungs. If ingested, some 
oils can cause stomach or intestinal ulcers, breathing difficulties 
or neurological problems - even a quick lick off the paws or fur 
can cause harm. Even room sprays, potpourri, scented candles 
and room deodorisers can trigger lung irritation or asthma in 
some pets, especially those with existing respiratory conditions.

HOUSEWORK - The extra cleaning and disinfecting we are 
currently doing in our homes is a good thing but pay attention to 
the label warnings and ensure you have good ventilation. Bleach and 
ammonia, found in a lot of our common cleaners, can cause respiratory 
irritation, dizziness and vomiting to you as well as your pets. Take 
care if you are thinking of mixing different cleaning chemicals. Its 
best to make sure the pets are outside while you’re using strong 
cleaning products – and more likely that the results will last!

Changes to our daily routines can increase stress and anxiety for 
our pets. Not only will they pick up on our emotions, but stress 
and anxiety can show up in different ways and have detrimental 
effects our pets health. For cats, unusual litterbox behaviours, 
increased grooming, hiding, aggression or loss of appetite are 
indicators of stress – they may also indicate underlying medical 
problems that need attention. In dogs, decreased appetite, licking 
themselves, abnormal barking, aggression and destructive chewing 
are signs they may need help. Increasing the time you spend 
snuggling and playing with them is great therapy for you both.

We hope both your families and pets stay as safe and 
healthy as possible during these unpredictable times. 

Bli Bli Vet
2 Kennedy Road, Bli Bli

Ph: 5448 5055

WHILE OUR PETS 
ARE ENJOYING THE 

EXTRA TIME WE ARE 
SHARING WITH THEM 
DURING ISOLATION, 
ACTIVITIES SUCH AS 

GARDENING, BAKING, 
CRAFTS AND EVEN 
HOUSEWORK CAN 

ALLOW EASIER 
ACCESS TO DANGERS 

FOR OUR FURRY 
FAMILY MEMBERS. 

PROPERTIES FOR SALE BY STUART IN BLI BLI

RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES BY STUART IN BLI BLI

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E

D I F F E R E N C E

Stuart  PearsonStuart  Pearson

27 RIVERSTONE PLACE, BLI BLI

30 PARKLAKES DRIVE, BLI BLI

5 TARSHAW STREET, BLI BLI

38 AGNES PLACE, BLI BLI

189 1 HALCYON WAY, BLI BLI

26 BELLEVUE STREET, BLI BLI

93 1 HALCYON WAY, BLI BLI

17 CLARENCE AVENUE, BLI BLI

OPEN TO OFFERS 

CONTACT AGENT

SOLD QUICK, ANOTHER SIMILAR WANTED

SOLD QUICK, WITH PLENTY OF INTEREST

SOLD BY STUART

SOLD WITH
MULTIPLE 
OFFERS!

NEW LISTING

 $795,000 Luxury Lifestyle Living for the over 50’s in Halcyon Lakeside  $635,000 

Luxury Lifestyle Living 

for the over 50’s 

in Halcyon Lakeside



MAROOCHY RIVER GOLF CLUB 
HAS ALL THE GOODIES….!

Bli Bli residents and others travelling along David Low Way may 
have noticed a lot more cars in the Maroochy River Golf Club car 
park lately... and they are not all golfers either!

To find out what’s going on, the question was put to Charlie 
McGill, the General Manager at the Club. “We have been fortunate 
to be able to re-open the Driving Range and the Mini Golf course 
to the general public.” He said. “As well, we have introduced take 
away meals and gourmet pizzas, thanks to Chef Jon and his team, 
which are now available to members and the general public.”

The good news for everyone as the social distancing laws and other 
health regulations are starting to lift, is that now you can share in 
the “goodies” on offer!

MAROOCHY RIVER MINI GOLF 
Open every day from 9.00am to 7.30pm to all visitors. Because of 
social distancing laws, only two players are allowed on each hole 
at a time – a group of 6 players will book 3 time slots, a group of 
4 would book 2 time slots and so on. Players are asked to book 
their day and time they would like to play online by going to 
maroochyriverminigolf.com.au and scroll to “Book Now”. Simply 
follow the prompts, arrive within 15 minutes of game time, pay by 
card and enjoy your game. Games are $10 for children under 18 
years of age and $15 for adults.

TAKE AWAY MEALS AND TAKE AWAY 
GOURMET PIZZAS 
Every day Bli Bli residents and visitors are able to purchase 
delicious take away meals which are made fresh each day. Look 
at the Maroochy River Golf Club Facebook page to see what the 
special meal of the day is. Simply order by phoning 0455933220.   

The Gourmet Pizzas are available everyday from 12 noon to 
7.00pm in the evening. You can find the menu on the club website 
under “Take Away Menu” 9 Inch pizzas are just $10 and 12 inch 
pizzas are only $15 – Be warned… they are delicious and you will 
be back for more. Order by phoning 0455933220.  

All Take Away Meals and Pizzas can be picked up at the Mini 
Golf Kiosk. Just follow the signs from the car park. Easy as!

DRIVING RANGE IS OPEN 
All golfers and visitors are welcome to use this great facility. Not 
only are you able to hit off grass towards distance indicators, but 
you are also able to use the practice area which includes chipping 
and bunker play… Open everyday from 6.30am to 5.00pm. Pick up 
a take away after your game or practice session. Pay for balls at the 
Pro Shop or by credit card at the ball dispenser at the driving range.

While we are all affected one way or another during this Covid-19 
period, Maroochy River Golf Club is very pleased to be able to 
offer locals, and visitors, something different in terms of attractions 
and Take Away meals & Pizzas. Enjoy!

WHILE WE ARE ALL AFFECTED ONE WAY OR ANOTHER 
DURING THIS COVID-19 PERIOD, MAROOCHY RIVER GOLF 
CLUB IS VERY PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO OFFER LOCALS, 

AND VISITORS, SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN TERMS OF 
ATTRACTIONS AND TAKE AWAY MEALS & PIZZAS. ENJOY!
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Take Away Gourmet Pizzas &
Delicious TakeAway Meals!

David Low Way  Bli Bli, Sunshine Coast Qld
Web: maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Maroochy River Golf Club
Members, Social Members & Visitors welcome

We are open
for business!

Benefits:
* 30% off range ball prices                                              
* Discounted Golf Lessons
* Facilities Golf Card for Pro Shop Discounts
* Social Membership of MRGC with F&B discounts in Club
* 6x18 holes of golf at discounted rate of $43 a game (save $132)

DRIVING RANGE
open to public - open 7 days
Become a
DRIVING RANGE MEMBER! OPENING 

HOURS:
Monday 6am-5pm, Tuesday 8.30am- 6pm, 
Wednesday to Saturday 6am-7.30pm, Sunday 6am-5pm

Contact: Pro Shop 54570900 
or info@qgpc.com.au

Great Gift 
Idea!

Plus
you will receive $50 
credit on Range Balls!$50

MINI GOLF NOW OPEN! The Sunshine Coast’s 
First Mini Golf Facility!

$149 PER 
YEAR

* Fully grassed driving range. Practice facilities include pitching and 
sand bunker
* Professional coaching available. All golfers welcome

ADULTS..................................$15.00ea
CHILD (up to 18 years of age)$10.00ea

OPEN 
9.00am to 7.30pm

Book online! 
No walk-ins. 

DRIVING RANGE
open to public - open 7 days

Being mindful that we must 
adhere to Social Distancing Laws 
(2 persons play per hole), players 
are asked to pre-book their game 
online - 
Step 1: go to maroochyriverminigolf.com.au
Step 2: Click on “Book Online”
Step 3: Select the day & time you wish to 
play. Enter both names against time alloted
Step 4: Confirm booking
Step 5: Players to arrive 15 minutes before game
Step 6: Pay at Mini Golf Kiosk prior to game
Step 7: Enjoy the game

PLEASE BOOK ONLINE:
Bookings essential, players must book, no walk in’s.

Fun - Sun - Fresh air!  

Everyone
  Welcome!

Order yours & pickup 
after the game!
Open Lunch 
12.00pm - 3.00pm 
Evenings 
4.30pm - 7.30pm

Pick up at Mini Golf Kiosk

Available Now!
9” 

PIZZA $10
12” 

PIZZA $15  

Order now! 0455933220
Made 
Fresh 
Daily!
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Scott Murchie
PAINTING & DECORATING
QBCC Licence No 069485

• All Areas • New Homes • Repaints
• Insurance Work • Free Quotes

QUALIFIED TRADESMAN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mob: 0419 779 822
ssmurchie@westnet.com.au

PORTRAITS OF CHAMPIONS – 
VISUAL ART VIRTUAL EXHIBITION
Students in Junior School at Nambour Christian College engaged 
in a series of visual art lesson sin preparation for a school art 
gallery exhibition. The focus of the artwork was on portraiture, and 
students drew either themselves or a significant person in their lives. 

Students were supported in their learning through the 
expertise of community artists Mrs Jess Le Clerc and Mrs 
Mel Kronk, who modelled artist techniques. Skills and habits 
of mind of careful observation, perseverance and using angles 
and shading to show perspective and depth were developed 
through practice. The students were also supported to write an 
artist statement to share their thinking about their artwork.

Eleven finalists were selected and sent to the national ‘Young 
Archie 2020’ competition which is a sibling of the Archibald 
competition for adults run by the Art Gallery of NSW.  

Sarah Bauer a Year 5 student finalist said “When we were first 
told that we were going to be drawing portraits of people that 
were significant to us, I wasn’t very excited because I didn’t like 
drawing or art very much. But after our classroom lesson with Mrs 
Le Clerc and working on it at school I discovered that art isn’t 
as bad as I thought it was and it turns out it is quite fun! When 
I was told that my portrait of my Grandma had been chosen as 
a finalist in the Young Archie national competition in NSW, I 
was shocked and amazed and also very proud. Now I am excited 
to try drawing different things in my spare time at home.”

Adapting to the radical changes due to COVID-19, the 
public opening of the gallery has been cancelled, and a virtual 
exhibition has been created and launched last Friday.  The virtual 
exhibition provides wider viewing of the artwork in the comfort 
and safety of the home and serves as an example of the skills 
of the Junior school students of the College. NCC students are 
currently working on critique activities of responding to the 
artwork of others with access to the virtual gallery from home.

In this time of disruption to schooling, the exhibition provides 
a tangible platform for the Junior School students portraiture 
work to be shared, enjoyed and valued. The Arts are vital in the 
school curriculum as an avenue for students to engage in creative 
and critical thinking skills and self-expression activities. 

‘Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain 
an artist once we grow up’ Pablo Picasso.

The virtual exhibition can be opened on the 
following links via a computer using Chrome. 

Gallery 1: Finalists and semi-finalists from 
Year 1 to Year 6. https://publish.exhibbit.com/
gallery/88429031/long-gallery-17958/

Gallery 2:  All students from Prep to Year 6 
https://publish.exhibbit.com/gallery/88429031/
long-gallery-19046/

Give them Give them 
a safe and a safe and 

supportive startsupportive start
MEET THE PRINCIPAL VIA ZOOM 

THURSDAY 4 JUNE AT 4PM

Join a Zoom meeting with 
Mr Geoff van der Vliet, College Principal 
as he shares about our diverse learning 

program, caring environment and 
opportunities for your child at NCC.  

There will be time for Q&A at the end. 
Registration is required, 

please visit www.ncc.qld.edu.au to book.

www.ncc.qld.edu.au
2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559 

Call us today 5451 3333

 SECURITY.  SUPPORT.  SUCCESS.

ISSUE 37   |   WINTER 2020   |   Page 23



ISSUE 37   |   WINTER 2020   |   Page 25Page 24   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’

My personal memories are these.

Sometime in 1989 Derek Foster, designer for the wetlands project, 
invited me to a meeting at his house where the challenge of setting 
up a wetlands sanctuary would be discussed. Derek had already 
done months of lobbying and planning but at this meeting were 
Derek, myself, my husband Bruce Wedmaier and Les Donald.

The basic idea of the project was then outlined to us including 
location, size, project partners (the Council, the Education 
Department and a community support group) and future ideas.

After this night, a call went out for any interested parties to attend 
further meetings and under the guidance of Derek and a Maroochy 
Shire Council representative, many more planning nights were 
held at Les Donald’s residence in Bli Bli. Items discussed included 
buildings, paths, gardens, mozzie nets etc. The culmination of these 

meetings was the decision to hold a community working bee to 
plant out the area that was, and still is, the round-a-bout in the 
middle of the parking area. Many of these first volunteers remained 
with us for many years, including Rod and Anne Burrell, Ailsa 
Watson and Fred Perren. 

This event was scheduled for April 1990 and advertising was 
commenced to spread the word about this to the wider community. 
This was, in effect, the birth of the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary 
Support Group, although the name was officially decided upon 
later.

So, 30 years on and we’re still here, supporting the area we all know 
and love as The Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary.

By Debra Wedmaier
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Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary
Support Group Inc

WHAT’S HAPPENING
AT THE WETLANDS

SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR WILL HERALD THE 30TH BIRTHDAY 
OF THE MAROOCHY WETLANDS SANCTUARY. IT WAS 
OFFICIALLY OPENED ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1990 AND AS I 

REMINISCE OVER THE LAST 30 YEARS, I ALSO PONDER THE 
QUESTION, ‘HOW DID THE SUPPORT GROUP BEGIN?’

Keeping the Coast on its feet                                
since 2002  

Lower Limb & Foot Pain 

Biomechanical/ 
Gait assessments 
Children’s Foot Checks 
Foot Orthoses 

Diabetic Foot Checks 

Nails/ Callous/ Corn 

Ingrown Nail Surgery 

Our Services; 

Shop 2K, Level 3,  

310 David Low Way, Bli Bli, QLD, 4560 

 

Phone: 5448 4920 

Fax: 5448 4574 

www.suncoastpodiatry.com.au 
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5448 4811 
www.bliblismiles.com.au

Level 3, Building 2, 
Bli Bli Village Centre,
310 David Low Way, Bli Bli    

FAMILY DENTIST

Check-ups and dental care 
are back to normal – 
with social distancing 
measures in reception.

We hope to see a few more 
of you around and about in 
Bli Bli soon.
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The School Residence was built in 1920 
and is the oldest public building in Bli Bli.

Meet us at the "Former Bli Bli School Residence" 94 Willis Road, Bli Bli

2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Monday February to December from 9.30am to 12.30pm

Other times are by appointment with President Ailsa Watson 
0408 544 845 / 5448 4848

All Historical Society members, guests, researchers and the public are also 
welcome to join us on the 1st Monday of each month in the old Church Hall 
located at 89 Willis Road, Bli Bli from 9.30 a.m. Refreshments provided.

In 1936 Bli Bli School was brand new, built on high stumps to give 
shelter from rain and from the summer sun. The ground underneath 
was dirt, soon pounded flat by bare feet running to and fro. The new 
school was much larger than the old school on the hill opposite 
the Community Hall. In 1936 there were two rooms enclosed by 
a wide verandah. In the playground there was a shelter shed.

In 1939 Australia was at war with Germany and to us at school 
the war seemed far away. But on the 8th December 1941 the 
war was suddenly close. First Japan bombed Pearl Harbour in 
Hawaii. Then came the news that the Japanese were advancing 
through South East Asia to Malaya. Next the British naval 
base at Singapore, supposed to be impregnable, was forced 
to surrender. The advance continued through Indonesia. 

At 10am on 19 February 1942, four Japanese aircraft carriers 
released 188 fighter planes and at the same time 54 land-
based bombers struck the Darwin harbour installations and 
the town. Later in the day another air raid wreaked more 
havoc. Although this was reported in the newspapers, we did 
not realise the full extent of the damage. There were in all, 
64 air raids on Darwin in a period of the next 21 months. 

Schools near the coast in Queensland were only allowed to 
open in March 1942. (instead of late January) if air raid trenches 
had been dug. Trenches had been dug by the Bli Bli School 
Committee and we had regular air raid practice drills. Luckily, 
we never experienced the real thing. We each had an identity 
disc worn on a string around the neck. The trenches were sloppy 
in wet weather and my six- year-old sister Marie  Burne hated 
the frogs. In Grade 7 some of us went to Nambour Rural School 

for half a day per week, the girls to learn dressmaking and 
the boys to learn woodwork and metalwork. In the Nambour 
school trenches, we had to wear a green legionnaire’s hat and 
have a peg ready to bite on if there was a bomb blast. 

Rod Burrell, our Treasurer, went to Eumundi School and 
their trenches were under big camphor laurel trees. They 
had boards in their trenches so there was no muddy water 
or frogs to negotiate. The little green berries of the camphor 
laurels proved excellent ammunition for the small tubular 
metal pencil holders in use at the time, so the boys of the 
school were able to have their own battles in the trenches.

Marie’s friend Norma Suosaari remembers the day when soldiers 
on manoeuvres were in the paddock next to the school, and they 
threw packets of “dog biscuits” to the children. The biscuits were 
from their emergency rations. They were hard biscuits which the 
kids loved because of their novelty. Marie remembers that when 
military convoys of soldiers went past, the children were allowed by 
their teacher to go to the windows and wave to them. My friend 
Joyce remembers that once soldiers camped overnight in a paddock 
beside her home farm. The next morning her father, Bertie Bennett, 
took a kerosene tin of fresh milk across and gave it to them. Joyce 
knitted bonnets and bootees for the bomb victims in London. 
There were many voluntary groups in Bli Bli who contributed 
to the war effort. Joyce and her friend Alma Lyell were recruited 
by the leader Elsa Blanch of a group who wove camouflage nets 
using coarse khaki twine and a shuttle. Joyce and Alma walked 
up to the Hall after school to “do their bit”. My mother was in 
that group and sometimes she brought some home to weave. 

LOCAL SCHOOLS IN 
THE WAR YEARS

Patrick Bennett was the Head Teacher at 
Bli Bli School in the war years.

Bli Bli State School 1936 built on a new site in School Road

I remember a programme in schools called “Dig for 
Victory”. A garden plot was dug and we brought seeds 
to plant. The soil was hard clay and I chose parsley seeds, 
not a good choice. I didn’t ever harvest any parsley. 

My Uncle Bert Burne had a cane farm across the road from our 
farm and he enlisted in the AIF as a driver. He became one of 
the Rats of Tobruk and later he served in New Guinea. Things 
became so grim in 1942 that his wife and children, my cousins, 
were evacuated to Withcott at the foot of the Toowoomba 
range. My father Edwin Burne was ready with our old truck 
to evacuate us, and my mother had a port packed with a few 
essentials, because we were north of “The Brisbane Line”. 

Squadrons of Flying Fortresses were seen flying north and 
the sky seemed full of noise. It must have been just before 
the Coral Sea Battle, but of course we didn’t know it at that 
time. One day my brother and I were returning home from 
my uncle’s farm where we had been chipping cane when a 
deafening roar made us fling ourselves on to the ground, hoes 
and all. It was two Lockheed Lightning planes practising 
low level reconnaissance flying along the Maroochy River. 
My older sister had a chart on the wall that her plane-
spotting friend May Wright had given to her. A Lockheed 
Lightning plane had a twin body and was a fighter-bomber.

One effect of the war was that many teachers had enlisted, 
causing a teacher shortage. Bli Bli School had the numbers for 
a head teacher (Mr Pat Bennett) and an assistant teacher. By 
1942 it was a one teacher school again. Mr Bennett pushed 
back the partition divider, making it one big room. We used 
to swear he had eyes in the back of his head! In hindsight I 
salute his devotion to duty and the discipline he maintained.

ISSUE 37   |   WINTER 2020   |   Page 27



Page 28   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’ ISSUE 37   |   WINTER 2020   |   Page 29Page 29   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’ ISSUE 34   |   SPRING 2019   |   Page 29

Little Sprouts Dinosaur Dig

What is premium childcare?
•	 Oversized rooms

•	 Chef prepared meals

•	 Large nature based playground 

•	 Health and wellness program

•	 Bush kinder project

•	 Computer coding & programming

•	 Foreign language lessons

•	 Free monthly mother and baby clinic 

•	 Cooking experiences in dedicated 
demonstration kitchens 

•	 Dinosaur fossil dig & Waterpark 

•	 Family owned and operated 

•	 Parent lounge with barista 
quality coffee

•	 Little Sprouts welcomes our 
very own Centre Chaplin, 
Alyssa available to the Little 
Sprouts community 

We do things differently
At Little Sprouts Premium 
Childcare we believe every 
day is a precious learning 
opportunity and children 
need real experiences 
with mud, trees, fresh air, 
puddles and pets in a nature 
based environment driven 
by children, families and 
passionate educators.

to Premium Childcare Welcome

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN BLI BLI
160 Camp Flat Road - CALL 54 508 470    |    50 Parklakes Drive - CALL 54 508 460
Email: littlesprouts@bigpond.com    |    www.littlesproutsearlylearningcentre.com.au

LOCKDOWN TRAINING 
FOR ROWERS

Maroochy River Rowing Clubs young rowers might have been 
silenced  on the water during the Coronavirus lockdown however 
they were firing on their home rowing machines. 

As soon as the lockdown restrictions came into place, head coach, 
Donna Muller immediately arranged group zoom sessions with 
a large group of rowers who already had rowing machines (ergs) 
and others who had either purchased one or hired one of the 
clubs units. 

Personal best times on the rowing machines were constantly set 
during the lockdown under close guidance from Donna’s zoom 
coaching sessions.

Pictured is Maroochy rower, Taleah Smith working hard on her 
home, indoor rowing assignment. 



WHAT IS ON IN THE OLD HALL AND THE OLD CHURCH?
The Public Hall and the Old Church is the focus of many exciting and varied activities. 

For any enquiries or bookings call 0427 635 558 or email your enquiry to bookings@blibli.qld.au

OLD HALL OLD CHURCH
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Pastor Russell Morgan: 
Telephone: 5448 9293, Mobile – 0413 960 979

Church Services Sundays: 9am – 10am

Communion is the first Sunday of the month.

"Cafe Lilac" – Ladies Coffee Morning is on the first Tuesday 
morning of the month at 10am. Different venues each month.

"Craft Group" – is on the third Tuesday of the month 
at 9.30am, at the church. Cost is $2 and bring your own craft.

For more details contact Jackie Morgan on 0402 670 646 
Email: blibliuca2019@gmail.com

Office Hours at Bli Bli Church 
Monday – 11am to 1pm 
Fridays – 1pm to 3pm

BLI BLI UNITING 
CHURCH
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Bli Bli  
Mechanical Repairs

Experienced mechanic in 
Blanch Cres. For all your 
car troubles. Ring for an 

appointment.  
Friendly service.

5448 6851

Bli Bli Carpet Cleaning
Carpets 

upholstery cleaned & 
protected by owner 

operator. Rugs, leather 
chairs, cars, special  

local rates.
5448 4398

Bli Bli Vet
Dr Peter Beck B.V.Sc

Cr Kennedy & Nambour 
Bli Bli Rds.  

Consultations by 
appointment.
5448 5055

CK Design 
Dog Grooming

Professional Grooming 
Salon with a hand 

scissoring specialist.  
41 Avocado Cres.

5448 4818  
by appointment

To advertise contact ads@blibli.qld.au

A.C.G. Plumbing & 
Excavations. We’re 

Reliable! All aspects of 
plumbing, drainage gas 

fitting & free quotes. 
No job too big or small. 
Reliable, fast, friendly.

0414 227 471

www.blibli.qld.au

BLI BLI SERVICES - SUPPORTING OUR LOCALS
Bli Bli Yoga 

Petra 0409 532 940

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Global 
Harmonies 

Jo 0403 841 856

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

Bli Bli Quilters 
& Craft Group 

Dawne 0400 366 616

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

Runaround 
Sloux Line 
Dancing 

Heather 0407 174 591

Kelly Karate 
Simon 0408 064 439

Maroochy River 
Country Music 

Club 
Lynda 0409 588 939

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

GKR Karate 
Andrew 

0407 695 005

Maroochy River 
Country Music 

Club 
2nd Sunday 

Lynda 0409 588 939

12.00pm

7.00am

1.00pm

6.00pm

8.00am

2.00pm

7.00pm

9.00am

3.00pm

8.00pm

10.00am

4.00pm

9.00pm

11.00am

5.00pm

10.00pm

11.00pm

Bli Bli 
Maroochy 
Historical 
Society 

1st Monday 
Max 0416 169 238

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Bli Bli Yoga 
Petra 0409 532 940

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

Trudi Yoga 
Trudi 0421 369 262

Bli Bli 
Community 
Association 

3rd Tuesday 
Daniel 0427 635 558

Qi Gong 
Christian 5448 4333

MBK Dance 
Studios 

Hayley 0408 988 119

Church 
of United 

Spiritualism 
Rosemary 

0409 457 352

12.00pm

7.00am

1.00pm

6.00pm

8.00am

2.00pm

7.00pm

9.00am

3.00pm

8.00pm

10.00am

4.00pm

9.00pm

11.00am

5.00pm

10.00pm

11.00pm

Villa Blanck Quilts
Quilting Service

Patchwork Classes
Commercial Embroidery

Alterations & Repairs
0418 114 150

for an appointment



What’s happening  
         in our market...

We are always transparent and happy to discuss... BUT whilst others may have 
been in lockdown we continued leasing a record number of properties in April 
and exceeded our number of sales compared to the same period in 2019! 

raywhiteblibli.com.au

R A Y  W H I T E  B L I  B L I  
P. (07) 5450 8111 
Shop 9B 314-326  

David Low Way, Bli Bli             

  Just Sold   Just Sold   Just Sold
4 Egret Place, Bli Bli $615,000 6 Whistler Street, Bli Bli $577,000 15 Tasol Street, Bli Bli $500,000

  Just Sold   Just Sold   Just Sold
15 Flooded Gum Court, Bli Bli $611,000 12 Lilly Court, Bli Bli $645,000 2/33 Riverview Street, Bli Bli $370,000

  Just Sold   Just Sold   Under Contract

  Under Contract  Under Contract  Under Contract

1 Sylvania Close, Bli Bli $600,000 88 Kingfisher Drive, Bli Bli 
 Off Market Sale - $610,000 2/7 Histed Terrace, Bli Bli Listed $510,000+

  Just Listed   Just Listed   Just Listed

2/2 Waterhole Place, Bli Bli  
 Listed Mid $400,000’s

23 Hudson Place, Bli Bli  $595,000+

66 Avocado Crescent, Bli Bli  
 Just Listed at Mid $400,000’s

14 Conway Court, Bli Bli  $590,000+

7 Riverview Street, Bli Bli -  
 Off Market Sale - Listed Mid-High $400,000’s

3 Cribb Close, Bli Bli  $580,000+


