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Ready made stirfrys

Gluten free marinades

Lasagne

Pulled beef tacos

Pies made in store

EDGEWATER SPRING FAIR
SPRING WILL SOON BE HERE AND IT WILL BE TIME 
FOR "GATEWAY LIFESTYLE EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
SPRING FAIR" WHICH ATTRACTS PEOPLE FROM ALL 
OVER THE COAST.

LOCATION:	 Edgewater Village, 171 David Low Way, Bli Bli

DATE:	 13th October 2018, 7.00am - 12.00pm

Entertainment by our own Bli Bli School Choirs and Edgewater 
Singers and our own Clown for the kids. Enjoy a great breakfast 
from the BBQ manned once again by the Bli Bli Rural Fire Brigade.

The Edgewater ladies will be putting on a delicious morning tea, all 
home made of course.

Come and enjoy the morning 
searching for lots of bargains 
on the trash and treasure, 
knick knacks, second hand 
books, preloved clothing 
stalls. The plant stalls will 
have lots of plants at very 
good prices and our cake 
stall is renowned for a 
wonderful selection of home 
made cakes.

Closing time will be at 12.00pm after the super raffle. We welcome 
outside market stall holders, if you are interested cost is $20.00 and 
bookings can be made through Doug on 0412-889-677
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 sisteracttravel

SISTER ACT TRAVEL

A Suite 5/38 Queen Street, 

Nambour Qld 4560 

P 07 5476 2180

E bookings@sisteracttravel.com.au  

W sisteracttravel.com.au

Lorem ipsum

TRAVEL AGENT

Scott Murchie
PAINTING & DECORATING
QBCC Licence No 069485

• All Areas • New Homes • Repaints
• Insurance Work • Free Quotes

QUALIFIED TRADESMAN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mob: 0419 779 822
ssmurchie@westnet.com.au

Dentures @ Bli Bli Smiles... for excellence in function, form and fit
Dr. Mark Blumke, Dental Prosthetist, 30 years’ experience
New dentures, repairs, additions and relines

NOW OPEN

Mention this ad for

our standard prices for initial 
exam, xrays and hygiene therapy 

- saving $45

Caring for babies to boomers, 
from mouthguards to dentures.

From prevention, for a 
lifetime of healthy teeth, to 
rebuilding beautiful smiles.

Modern equipment and 
premises, convenient 
location and timeless, 
down-to-earth values.

Evenings and Saturday 
appointments available.

Bli Bli Smiles... for the teeth of your life

15% 
OFF

5448 4811 
www.bliblismiles.com.au

Bli Bli Village Town Centre - Level 3   •   308-312 David Low Way Bli Bli

WINNERS!!! 
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL P&C ASSOCIATION
The representative team of volunteers from Bli Bli 
State School Parents and Citizens Association 
recently attended the annual state conference for 
P&C’s in Brisbane.

They contribute many hours to their local school 
and community and they were thrilled to win the 
North Coast region award for P&C of the Year.

Congratulations to Wendy, Kristi, Kathy, Clare and 
Daniel for being recognised by your peers for the 
amazing work you do!



ISSUE 30   |   SPRING 2018   |   Page 33Page 32   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’

p: 0447 006 707
e: info@casselsplumbing.com.au
w: www.casselsplumbing.com.au
QBCC Licence Number - 1297188

CASSEL’S  PLUMBING & GAS
• Gas Fitting
• Plumbing & Maintenance
• Hot Water Systems  
  & Maintenance
• BBQ Points
• Backflow Testing

CASSEL’S  PLUMBING & GAS
• Appliance Installations  
  taps, toilets, dishwashers, 
  water filter systems, 
  gas cooktops, ovens 
  and more!

We are Local! Be confident  
with us for quality, affordable  

and competitive pricing.

PensionerDiscounts

PensionerDiscounts

Fully licenced and insured. Call Clayton & Courtney

9th - 11th NOVEMBER 2018 

FRIDAY NIGHT to SUNDAY MORNING

(HOME BY LUNCHTIME SUN)

VENUE - DUNETHIN ROCK

A weekend designed for 

Fathers to live, learn, and 

laugh with their child!

DADS

• Connecting with your child 

• Deepening your relationship

• Basic coaching on being 

 Intentional Dads

A Camping Adventure

Includes mountains of food, Camping,

Activities, Canoes, Billy Carts, Outdoor 

Camping Waterslide, Bonfires, Crazy 

Games & heaps more.

More information 

phone Tony: 0404 859 626

COST: $160 FOR 2 FOR THE WEEKEND

S T A T E  S C H O O LBLI BLI
Proudly supported by:

Limited Spots Available

Tents Supplied - BYO Mattresses 

and Sleeping Bags

Avenue Dental Bli Bli
Opening 2nd october

FREE TEETH WHITENING 
WITH EVERY 

NEW PATIENT EXAM*

*No Out Of Pocket New Patient Exam for Private Health Fund Members 
(Or $85 if there is no health fund)

Same Day Emergency Guarantee 
5 Year Warranty on Major Dental 
Your Best Ever Dental Experience

314/328 David Low Way

5406 0577 
blibli@aveneuedental.com.au 

www.avenuedental.com.au

Voted #1 Dentist on the Sunshine Coast, by readers of the Sunshine Coast Daily
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GILL FAMILY REUNION: A WWII DIGGER’S 
SILVER INHERITANCE

Over 70 years had passed by, when a large gathering of the Gill 
family, celebrated their extended family’s Maroochy River pioneering 
history.  Many old and new stories were shared that day.  War 
service memories of Corporal Isaac “Curly” Gill and his digger mates 
held special significance.  A wartime family heirloom was to be 
rediscovered.  On this memorable day, Marcia presented a Benghazi 
silver teapot to Curly Gill’s three daughters.  The story begins with 
the enlistment of Curly Gill and his two friends.

EUROPE’S WAR CALLED 
Following Robert Menzies’ declaration of war with Germany in 
September 1939, several young Maroochy men enlisted with the 
second Australian Imperial Force (AIF). Three young men from the 
Maroochy River area – Mervyn Darrell Keehn, Isaac “Curly” Gill, and 
John “Johnny” Joseph Ball decided to enlist. Johnny, who was a 
well-known delivery truck driver from the area, was amongst the very 
first to enlist in October 1939. While Curly (who previously served in 
the 9/49th Battalion) and Mervyn enlisted a few months later in March 
1940. Mervyn’s enlistment was an emerging Keehn family trend.  Two 
of his elder brothers had already joined the AIF, and by November 
1941 all eight sons had enlisted in the Armed Forces.

THE MAROOCHY RIVER COMMUNITY FAREWELLED HER 
BRAVE YOUNG MEN 
The Maroochy River “Diggers” were farewelled by 50 or so friends 
and relatives on 14 March 1940.  They travelled to Redbank on the 
outskirts of Brisbane and completed 6 weeks basic training prior to 
their overseas deployment. Their farewell was bittersweet – brimming 
with best wishes and confident assertions of their inevitable success, 
but grounded by the unspoken understanding that they may never 
return. A local collection was made and the Maroochydore RSL’s 
President McAulay presented each departing man with a substantial 
amount of money as a token of the district’s appreciation. 

THE AIF’S TALLEST SOLIDER 
The soldiers were granted seven days of pre-embarkation leave, 
which allowed the men one last trip home to Maroochydore. Now 
part of the 2/9th Battalion, 6th Division, the three would leave via 
Sydney on 5 May 1940 destined for the Middle East, however due to 
the changing situation in Europe, would find themselves diverted to 
Gourock, in western Scotland. While stationed here, Johnny Ball’s 
stature would be commented upon in a BBC broadcast following a 
face-to-face encounter with King George VI. Standing 6 foot 5 inches 
(195.5cm) Johnny was regarded to be the AIF’s tallest soldier.

A TEAPOT SURVIVES 
By December 1940 the 2/9th Battalion found themselves shipped 
to Egypt, then on to Libya where they would attack the Italian-held 
desert oasis stronghold of Giarabub in late March 1941. Following 
fierce fighting, the 2/9th Battalion captured Giarabub, and it is here 
that Curly Gill is believed to have salvaged a large silver teapot from 
the Italian Officers’ Mess. The teapot bears both the emblem and 
acronym for the Regio Corpo Truppe Coloniali (or Royal Corps of 
Colonial Troops). The markings suggest the teapot was produced by 
an Austrian factory in the town of Berndorf sometime after 1939. 

LEGEND OF THE RATS OF TOBRUK BORN IN THE LIBYAN 
DESERT 
From here the 2/9th, with Curly’s teapot in tow, moved on to reinforce 
Tobruk against the Germans. It was here, that following lengthy 
entrenchment in the desert climate, appalling conditions, lack of food 
and dysentery – all the while fighting off the German army – that the 
2/9th would come to be known as the “Rats of Tobruk”. Mercifully 
by the end of August, after 18 long weeks – more than was endured 
by any other fighting unit – the 2/9th was evacuated by the Navy to 
Egypt, from where they were redeployed to Syria.

BACK HOME ON THE MAROOCHY 
During these early years of the war the seasons came and went as 
normal, crops were sown, sugar cane was planted and harvested, 
and fish were caught. But the serving boys overseas were far from 
forgotten.  The Maroochy District continued to show strong support 
through regular Soldiers’ Entertainment Committee functions that 
honoured the young AIF servicemen. By September 1940 Mervyn, 
Curly and Johnny received wallets of war savings certificates raised 
by local patriotic efforts.

THE PACIFIC WAR BEGINS 
In December 1941 Japan entered the War, achieving swift victories 
throughout Southeast Asia, and bombing Australia in February 
1942.  Come March 1942 Mervyn, Curly and Johnny returned home 
from the Middle East. The three friends reunited with their families in 
Maroochydore, and Curly presented his silver souvenir, which had 
come to be known as the Benghazi teapot, to his mother.

by John Gill, Bli Bli On Maroochy Historical Society

RETRAINING FOR JUNGLE WARFARE 
The 2/9th were sent to meet the encroaching Japanese forces 
at Milne Bay, New Guinea in September 1942. Sadly though, 
Johnny Ball lost his life during the conflict, perishing in action on 3 
September. The 2/9th continued battling the Japanese in New Guinea 
all the way until May 1944, save for a brief return of five months back 
in Australia for re-equipping. 

RETURNING HOME 
After fighting in Borneo in the 2/9th both Mervyn and Curly were 
discharged from the Army in November 1945. Mervyn Darrell Keehne 
would eventually die of natural causes at the age of 38 in Brisbane, 
July 1951. While Isaac “Curly” Gill married Madge, a Women’s 
Australian Airforce Corporal, became a plumber and had three 
daughters.

A SILVER INHERITANCE 
On Catherine Gill’s death in 1960, the Benghazi Teapot passed to 
her eldest daughter Maggie, whose first husband, George Harold 
Brookes Kelk of Nambour had been killed in action, in New Guinea, 
August 1943.  From Maggie, the silver teapot, went to her daughter, 
Marcia.   And so, in 2016 the Benghazi silver teapot journeyed to the 
Gill Family Reunion.

THE BLI BLI ON 
MAROOCHY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
COLLECTS, SHARES 
AND PRESERVES 
LOCAL HISTORY.

For all enquiries, 
contact the Secretary, 
Mrs. B. Garrad at	
bliblimarhistsoc@gmail.
com

The Silver Inheritance - Curly Gill’s daughters with the treasured Benghazi 
Teapot, 2016. (Courtesy Gill Family)

Standing from (L to R): L.Cpl. Johnny Ball, Ness Ball, Ann Ball, Cpl. Isaac 
“Curly” Gill, April 1940. (Courtesy Ball Family)

Members of the 2/9th Battalion were used as film extras in Australian movie “The 
Rats of Tobruk” starring Australian actor Chips Rafferty with Curly Gill sitting on far 
right, December 1943 (Courtesy of the AWM).

Isaac, Catherine and Leslie Gill with the Benghazi Teapot, Maroochydore, 
May 1942. (Courtesy Gill Family)
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CALL STUART PEARSON
0430 911 848

Your local real estate agent 
with over 18 years experience 
and proud resident of Bli Bli!

THANK YOU BLI BLI 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Stuart  Pearson

Spring selling season is here!

SELL WITH THE BLI BLI 
2018 AGENT OF THE 
YEAR AWARD WINNER!



Page 38   |   BLI BLI BULLETIN   |   ‘Our River Community’ ISSUE 29   |   WINTER 2018  |   Page 39  

* Easy parking
* Keno, Pokies, ATM 
* Air conditioned comfort 

For Courtesy Bus - 53731000 or online at: www.maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Maroochy River Golf Club
David Low Way  Bli Bli, Sunshine Coast Qld

Hello Bli Bli...

Looking for 
somewhere to go?

Become a
Social Club
Member
Enjoy Club specials, members
    weekly draw and discounted 
             prices. Only $5.00 
                        Joining Fee

Summer Vibes
Every Friday night....enjoy our new....

It’s the place to be
!

at Maroochy River Golf Club

* LIVE MUSIC
* GREAT FOOD
* BEERS & WINES
* Friday Happy Hour 5pm-6pm

Thursday & Friday Nights:

2 for $35 MEALS
* T-Bone steak chips & salad
* Battered flathead chips & salad
* Curry of the day
* Vegetarian of the day
Thursday & Friday Nights:

Kids eat FREE
 with any main meal purchased. 
 *Conditions apply

BRUNCH
@ Maroochy River Golf Club
Saturday & Sunday Mornings 
from 8.30am - 10.30am

Book 
a table 
today!

Morning & Afternoon Tea/Coffee break
Enjoy a relaxing time while enjoying the 
magnificient views! Everyone welcome!                       LUNCHES

                                 7 days a week
Call for courtesy bus 53731000 * Great menu!

What a view!
11am - 3.00pm

Play Golf
at Maroochy River Golf Club

Calling all Golfers!
You’re invited to tee off on the Sunshine Coast’s newest golf course! 
With 18 holes of golfing challenges, a sprawling driving range plus bar and 
Bistro - your entire day is set up at Maroochy River Golf Club!

UNLIMITED GOLF 
AFTER 2PM

Unlimited holes

only $30 pp
or 1 player/9 holes $20

“Mates Rates” 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

4 player/2 carts/18 holes

only $260
(save $160)

DRIVING RANGE
OPEN 7 DAYS - ALL WELCOME

* 30% off range ball prices
* Golf lessons at Member rates
* Social Membership of MRGC
* On Course Card (Min 5% off 
  Pro Shop purchases
* 6x18 holes of golf at discounted 
  rate of $43 a game (vouchers)

For Golf & Driving Range Specials:
Ph Pro Shop: 54570900 or book online at: maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Maroochy River Golf Club

OPEN Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat nights to 7.30pm
Special: Become a 
Driving range member 
for just.....
$149 per year!

This offer is available to 
all golfers and visitors to 
Maroochy River Golf Club. 

What a great 
gift idea!
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www.riverlife.net.au

I am an award winning skin therapist with over 13 years experience. 
At my prfessional home based salon I provide all the beauty needs including:

Full skin analysis, facials with advanced peels and microdermabrasion. 
Manicures and pedicures including shellac application with a great selection of colours. 

Swedish and Hot Stone massage, all waxing, lash and brow tints, spray tans and 
special occasion make up.

Nicole's Beauty Room

Located behind the Bli Bli Castle.

You can find me on Facebook;
www.facebook.com/nicolesbeautyroomblibli

Call Nicole 0438 609 072

FANTASTIC SERVICE
GREAT PRICES!

GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE 
ARE NOW OPEN AND TRADING IN BUILDING 2, 
TENANCY 2H. THIS IS OUR FIFTH OP SHOP AND 
WE ARE EXCITED TO BE SERVING BLI BLI AND 
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES. THE SHOP IS 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9.00AM TO 4.00PM 
AND SATURDAY MORNING 9.00AM TO 1.00PM.

Sunshine Hospice is a community business and charity, 
established in 2008 to provide specialised care to the 
terminally ill on the Sunshine Coast. Having previously 
operated a hospice at Doonan for five years, we are 
currently in search of suitable land upon which to build 
and operate a financially sustainable, accredited and 
licensed private health facility on the Sunshine Coast.

We are moving closer to achieving our goal thanks 
to the generous support of our local communities. 
Proceeds from our Op Shops, also located at 
Maroochydore, Tewantin, Cooroy and Montville, go 
towards our Hospice Building Fund. Our Bli Bli shop will 
play a significant role in the future of our hospice.

 We have had a great response for volunteers to assist 
in the new shop and continue to seek more volunteers 
to cover shifts, especially during periods of leave. If you 

have some spare time and wish to join a happy and 
vibrant team, we have half day shifts (morning - 9.00am to 
12.30pm or afternoon - 12.30pm to 4.00pm) or full day shifts 
available. Saturday shifts are from 9.00am to 1.00pm.

The shop also requires ongoing donations from the 
community and these can be left at the shop or in the 
donation bin provided. For larger items, we can also 
arrange collection. We gratefully accept items in good 
condition and working order – these include but not 
limited to bric a brac, books, jewellery, clothing (men’s, 
women’s and children’s wear), handbags, accessories, 
linen, toys, household goods and furniture.

If you are interested in volunteering, wish to donate goods or 
to find out more information, please contact the shop on 
0447 520 018 or call Sam at the Administration Office on 
5479 0881. We look forward to serving you soon!

SUNSHINE HOSPICE OP SHOP 
NOW OPEN AT THE BLI BLI VILLAGE CENTRE



Bli Bli Carpet Cleaning
Carpets 

upholstery cleaned & 
protected by owner 

operator. Rugs, leather 
chairs, cars, special  

local rates.
5448 4398

Luke's Lawn Mowing 
& Gardening 

• Lawn Mowing and Gardening 
• House cleaning 

• Windows and Drive Way 
Cleaning 

• Reasonable Rates
Luke Harmon 0434 580 220

Bli Bli Bakery
All bread, rolls, buns, 

cakes, pies, cold drinks, 
tea, coffee.  

Milk available. Made to 
order special cakes.  

5448 5060

Bli Bli  
Mechanical Repairs

Experienced mechanic in 
Blanch Cres. For all your 
car troubles. Ring for an 

appointment.  
Friendly service.

5448 6851

Bli Bli Vet
Dr Peter Beck B.V.Sc

Cr Kennedy & Nambour 
Bli Bli Rds.  

Consultations by 
appointment.
5448 5055

To advertise contact ads@blibli.qld.au

A.C.G. Plumbing & 
Excavations. We’re 

Reliable! All aspects of 
plumbing, drainage gas 

fitting & free quotes. 
No job too big or small. 
Reliable, fast, friendly.

0414 227 471

BLI BLI SERVICES SUPPORTING 
OUR LOCALS

CK Dog Grooming
Professional Grooming 

Salon with a hand 
scissoring specialist.  

41 Avocado Cres.
ckdesigndoggrooming.blogspot.com

5448 4818  
by appointment

OLD CHURCH
MONDAY
Bli Bli Maroochy Historical Society	 1st Monday 9.00am - 11.30am	 Max 0416 169 238

MONDAY
MBK Dance	 3.00pm - 5.15pm	

TUESDAY
Trudi Yoga	 6.00pm - 7.10pm	 Trudi 0421 369 262

TUESDAY
Bli Bli Yoga	 9.00am - 10.00am	 Petra 0409 532 940

WEDNESDAY
Qi Gong	 9.30am - 10.30am and 10.30am - 11.30am

THURSDAY
Boss Babes Project	 4.30pm - 9.00pm	

THURSDAY
Rae's Sunshine Yoga	 9.15am - 10.30am	 Rae 0423 349 093

FRIDAY
Kanga Training	 9.30am - 10.30am

SATURDAY
Roslyn Tanner	 2.00pm - 5.30pm	

OLD HALL
MONDAY
MBK Dance Studios	 10.00am - 11.15am and 3.00pm - 9.00pm	 Hayley 0408 988 119

MONDAY
Bli Bli Yoga	 8.30am - 10.00am	 Petra 0409 532 940	

TUESDAY
Global Harmonies	 12.30pm - 2.30pm	 Jo 0403 841 856

TUESDAY
MBK Dance Studios	 3.00pm - 9.00pm	 Hayley 0408 988 119	

WEDNESDAY
Bli Bli Quilters & Craft Group	 9.00am - 12.00pm

WEDNESDAY
MBK Dance Studios	 3.00pm - 9.00pm	 Hayley 0408 988 119	

THURSDAY
Runaround Sloux Line Dancing	 8.30am - 11.30am	 Leon 0408 064 439	

THURSDAY
Maroochy River Country Music Club	 6.30pm - 10.30pm	 Greg 0407 791 827

FRIDAY
Bli Bli Bumpkins Playgroup	 9.00am - 11.00am	 Sarah-Jayne 0403 657 087

FRIDAY
MBK Dance Studios	 3.00pm - 5.15pm	 Hayley 0408 988 119	

SATURDAY
GKR Karate	 9.00am - 10.00am and 10.30am - 12.00pm	 Andrew 0407 695 005	

SUNDAY
Maroochy River Country Music Club	 2nd Sunday 9.00am - 5.30pm	

WHAT'S ON IN BLI BLI

EDGEWATER VILLAGE

SPRING FAIR

Gateway Edgewater Village in Bli Bli is 

holding it’s annual Spring Fair again 

this year on 13th October.  We would 

like to extend an invitation to any 

market stall holder who would like to 

join us on the day between 7.00am and 

12.00noon. Site rental is $20.00 and 

everyone is welcome.  For bookings and 

information please ring Mal McGaffin, 

Fair Coordinator on 0497 936 067

SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 2018
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BLI BLI COMMUNITY
Christmas Carols
FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2018

~ SAVE THE DATE ~

at Bli Bli State School

www.blibli.qld.au

WHAT IS ON IN THE OLD HALL AND THE OLD CHURCH?
The Public Hall and the Old Church is the focus of many exciting and varied activities. 
For any enquiries or bookings call 0409 669 704 or email your enquiry to bookings@blibli.qld.au



Ed Hackenberg
Principal/Director

0499 199 360

Natasha Hackenberg
Sales

0401 601 691

Rachel Meyers
Sales

0411 699 619

Matthew McAuliffe
Sales

0412 111 608

Shanesia Heystraten
Sales Administrator

07 5450 8111

Gayle Pinkerton
Senior Property Manager

0437 311 698

Natalie Johnson
Property Manager

0488 154 062

Lauren Bellworthy
Property Manager

0459 940 511

Kerri-Ann Thomas
Assistant Property Manager

07 5450 8111

  4      2     2 
53 Highlands Hill Road, Maroochy River
Auction 29/09/18 at 10am
Ed Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
3 Sylvania Close, Bli Bli
$650,000+
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
16 Tarshaw Street, Bli Bli
Mid $600,000’s
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
79 Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli
$589,000
Natasha Hackenberg

  6      3     6 
41-43 Conway Court, Bli Bli
$1,080,000
Natasha Hackenberg

  3      2     2 
17 Summerfield Court, Bli Bli
$550,000+
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
140 Kingfisher Drive, Bli Bli
$550,000+
Ed  Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
17 Tasol Street, Bli Bli
$530,000+
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
1/4 Ginger Bell Avenue, Bli Bli
Mid $500,000’s
Matthew McAuliffe

  4      2     2 
60 Waterhole Place, Bli Bli
$599,000+
Matthew McAuliffe

  3      1     2 
5 Bundarra Street, Nambour
$399,000+
Matthew McAuliffe

  3      2     2 
9 Ariel Place, Bli Bli
$545,000+
Rachel Meyers

At Ray White Bli Bli, we put our  
sellers in the spotlight. 
 
Call us for an inspection or an appraisal.


