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Sp r ing Healthinto
At White's IGA Bli Bli we are committed to support you to 

“Spring into Health” 

Come in store and meet with 

Next edition for Summer closes for submissions 
to the editor and advertising on 

Monday 12 November with deliveries early December.facebook.com/bliblicommunity

A  M E S S AG E  F R O M  
The Bli Bli Community Association

• BLI BLI • MOOLOOLAH 

• MT COOLUM • PEREGIAN BEACH

White’s IGA National Retail Excellence Award winners 2015 & 2016 

White’s IGA National Community Award 2017

White’s IGA State Retailer of the Year 2015 & 2018

www.whitesgrocers.com.au

CREATIVE  MARKETING STUDIO

Bli Bli local and designer 
of the Bli Bli Bulletin

Ben Mathieson  |  Ph: 0431 771 059

"Maroochy RSL has a long standing working relationship 
with BrandGrowth and we consider them to be part of our 
marketing team. 
From the creative through to final printed products 
BrandGrowth always delivers with fresh innovative concepts 
and ideas that meet our needs.
It is an absolute pleasure to work with the BrandGrowth team 
and I would recommend them to anyone who is looking for a 
quality, creative business who will help you get results."

The Bli Bli Public Hall & 
Community Association Inc is the 
parent organisation of Bli Bli’s own 
local Magazine, distributed FREE to 
over 3000 homes and businesses in 
Bli Bli and the surrounding district.

PO Box 1, Bli Bli 4560

ADVERTISING 
ads@blibli.qld.au

Editorial contributions welcome 
editor@blibli.qld.au

Bli Bli Public Hall & Community 
Association Inc Meetings  
7.30 - 9.00pm

Third Tuesday each month  
Bli Bli Public Hall

All Residents are welcome. 
secretary@blibli.qld.au

Hall Bookings & Old Church 
Bookings: 0427 635 558

bookings@blibli.qld.au

Business Number 22132715

www.blibli.qld.au

Design and Print 
BrandGrowth - 0431 771 059

Front cover image – 
Cane harvest in Bli Bli 
Karen Simpson

SALLY DOUGLAS 
Plant Based Educator

ROBERT SIMPSON 
White's IGA Bli Bli Store Manager

KRISTIE PIETERS 
Nutritionist

TANYA HUBBARD 
Free From Eating specialist

BLI BLI COMMUNITY
Christmas Carols
FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2018

~ SAVE THE DATE ~

at Bli Bli State School

Well what a bumper edition.  We have received a lot of interest in the Bulletin with the growth of 
Bli Bli businesses and it has seen this edition grow to 44 pages.  Not bad for a magazine that is 
put together by a few volunteers in their “spare time”.  Having said that a big shout out must go to 
Ben Mathieson who does all the hard work in putting the magazine together to make it look so good.

There is some great things happening in the local community especially with our sporting groups.  
The Little A’s have some great news about a total revamp of the club house to become “Bli Bli 
Sporting Club” and the Rowing Club continue to go from strength to strength.  It would be great to 
hear from some of our other sporting groups in Bli Bli.  Then there is the fun run again on the 23rd 
September so a great opportunity to get fit for summer.

Our Rural Fire Brigade have been pretty busy already this year and are currently on high alert with 
the current dry spell, however they are very well equipped with the acquisition of a new vehicle.  The 
Wetlands have been busy during the cooler months with a big increase in visitor numbers.  We are 
so lucky to have such a great attraction right on our doorstep.  If you haven’t been for a wander 
down the boardwalk to the river, then you need to do yourself a favour and do it.  The kids will love it!  
The Maroochy River Country Music Band recently celebrated 25 years with a special concert. They 
perform in the Hall once a month all year round and are always very popular so if you haven’t been 
along to one of their concerts there is an opportunity on the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

On the 28th July we held another BOB night with many from last years event attending again.  Its 
hard to go past great pizza, a few drinks, some darts, music and catch up with some mates.  Due 
to the wet autumn the outdoor movie night was postponed and with not much lead up time it was 
rescheduled on Friday 31 August on the school oval.  With approximately 100 cars parked on the 
oval and a coolish night it was perfect conditions for drive in movies with all the proceeds going to the 
school hall extensions.  

We always welcome contributions to the Bulletin, so if you are part of a group that wishes to let 
everyone know what you are up to or you have a story that you would like to share then make sure 
you get in contact with us.  It is only with your contributions of stories can we make sure that the 
Bulletin has a great balance.  If you would like to help out with deliveries of the Bulletin then get in 
contact with us as we can always do with more help with delivering now over 4000 copies around the 
local area.



An update from your local 
State Member, Dan Purdie
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A WORD FROM  
Cr Steve Robinson
Phone: 5441 8086  Fax: 5475 7277  Mobile: 0409 260 981  mail@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 

Locked Bag 72, Sunshine Coast Mail Centre Qld 4560

ISSUE 30   |   SPRING 2018   |   Page 5

AN EXCITING PROJECT FOR BLI BLI
In this edition of the Bulletin you will see the plans for the Bli Bli 
Streetscape and New Public Park. Council has designed this to work 
in with the Bli Bli Village project. I encourage you to take a look.

HORIZON FESTIVAL 2018 
PROGRAM UNVEILED
Council recently unveiled an impressive 2018 program for Horizon Festival. It’s 
a packed 10 day program with even more local content this year – you can dip 
your toes in, or really immerse yourself and step outside your comfort zone. There 
are free and ticketed events across the region, including the Dawn Awakening 
finale event at Stumers Creek, which will honour the Glossy Black Cockatoo 
through music, dance and spoken word alongside stunning visual art installations 
and projections.  Visit www.horizonfestival.com.au for the full program.

25 YEARS OF COUNTRY MUSIC 
It was a privilege to attend the Maroochy River Country Music Club’s 25th Year 
Celebration Concert. The concert consisted of visiting artists as well as local 
club singers putting on a fantastic show to provide a great day of entertainment 
for over 150 attendees. This event was proudly supported by council’s 
Community Grants program. Congratulations to Kev Rimmington and Lynda 
Hansen who received presentations as founding and life members of the club.

MAROOCHY WETLANDS SANCTUARY
I have enjoyed a couple of visits to the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary in 
recent times, the first being to present prizes for the 2018 Eco Hunt. This 
citizen science project was undertaken over the school holidays to encourage 
families to visit the wetlands and engage with the natural flora and fauna in this 
beautiful sanctuary. Prizes were donated by local businesses and resulted in 
increased participation by visitors. A range of different bees, ants, butterflies, 
beetles, birds, crabs, shells, flies, mosquitoes and millipedes were spotted. 

I also attended the Wetlands Sanctuary AGM and congratulated the 
committee for their ongoing work in support of this environmental haven.

BLI BLI FUN RUN
The second annual Bli Bli Unite Fun Run Walk is shaping up 
to be yet another great success! As a major sponsor, I am 
looking forward to hitting the pavement with my family, although 
I can’t guarantee I’ll be running the whole 4km course! All 
proceeds support a very worthy charity, the White Ribbon 
Foundation, so if you haven’t registered your team yet, don’t 
delay! I look forward to seeing you there. A big thanks to all 
the other sponsors for their support of this great family event. 

BLI BLI NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
HELPS OUR QLD FARMERS
It’s amazing what can be achieved when our community 
rallies together. When a local Coolum business, Kings 
Removals, launched a campaign to help out our struggling 
farmers, locals were quick to respond. A shout out to our very 
own Bli Bli Neighbourhood Watch, who donated the entire 
proceeds of their regular cake stall, totalling $500 in IGA 
vouchers! These vouchers are a great way to help out, as 
they can be redeemed at IGA stores in these drought stricken 
communities, ensuring the local economy also benefits. 

A big thank you to Roz and Michael White of Whites Supa 
IGA also, who donated pallets of water to this worthy cause, 
while I was happy to contribute $250 in IGA vouchers.

BLI BLI VILLAGE UNVEILED 
It was great to get a behind the scenes tour of the brand new 
Bli Bli Village complex recently. This is a first class development, 
and I’ve no doubt the local community will eagerly support 
those businesses who’ve put their faith in this ambitious new 
retail and commercial complex.  It’s a real sign of confidence 
in the local economy and I’m keen to see the completion of 
the new adjoining tavern, hopefully mid to late next year.    

TRAFFIC ISSUES AT BLI BLI SCHOOL
Safety and traffic congestion were on the agenda during a 
recent meeting I attended at Bli Bli State School with divisional 
Councillor Steve Robinson. This is an important issue for 
the hundreds of families whose children attend the school, 
and I look forward to working with the school, the P&C 
and Council to improve safety for students and motorists, 
especially during peak periods before and after school.

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Dan Purdie MP
Member for Ninderry

Shop 217
opposite the lift0421 392 658

All Hand Made In Store
Now Open

New Park Space

Current development 
site soon to be constructedBLI BLI RIVERSIDE
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At Bli Bli State School we like to turn writing into a fun and social 
thing for students of all ages to enjoy. Since the start of the year, we 
have been expanding our writing abilities and learning new traits and 
ways to make our writing the best it can be. The first trait we learnt 
was ideas. We learnt this important writers’ trait to make sure that our 
writing has interest and focuses on our main ideas. Linked to this trait 
is word choice which encourages us to use exciting and ‘delicious’ 
words. This makes our writing engaging and gives the reader a better 
understanding of our message. The last trait, which we have been 
working on this term, is our voice as writers. This means we show 
our personality in our writing and express our feelings and opinions. 

Mr Batson, our Head of Curriculum and our school’s Writing 
Coaches Mrs Kelly, Ms Goss and our Master Teacher, Mrs Lowry 
create exciting ways to help improve our writing - for example, our 
monthly writing challenges that are for all students to try. There 
have been massive improvements and enormous confidence 
boosts across the whole school and learning more about 
writing has even helped build strength in other subjects too. 

This extra writing really helps us in our school work and 
our spelling. Now we say, “Yay!” instead of “Groan,” when 
our teachers give us some writing to do. (Daniel)

Throughout the year I believe I have become a stronger 
and better writer. The traits and the new activities that we 
have been learning have really impacted on the way I write 
and the way my fellow classmates write too. (Maddie)

Maddie and Daniel, Year 6 
2018 Bli Bli State School Captains

School Road, Bli Bli Qld 4560
P: 07 54582 111
F: 07 5458 2100
E: admin@blibliss.eq.edu.au

www.blibliss.eq.edu.au

BLI BLI
S T A T E  S C H O O L

An Independent Public School

Bli Bli State School inspires children to confidently contribute to our dynamic world 
through strong foundations of commitment, creativity, character and community.

M I S S I O N  S TA T E M E N T

“Ahh!” those big kids took my chicken salad sandwich. I was really 
excited to sink my teeth into my sandwich that my Dad made for 
me. I went home and told my Dad to put a whole bottle of the 
spiciest chilli sauce in the world onto my chicken salad sandwich. 
Then I brought it to school for lunch the next day. At lunch time 
the big kids came again to steal my chicken salad sandwich. They 
were like a pack of rats hunting for tomato sauce. They thought 
the chilli sauce was tomato sauce as usual. The trap was set…

The big kids ripped the sandwich out of my lunchbox. One of them 
took a big chomp, sinking his jaws through the spicy chilli sauce. 
Suddenly it was like he was breathing out burning hot fire. He 
was coughing and spluttering and his eyes started tearing like a 
water fall. He started running like a speedy rocket to the bubblers 
and drank as much as a rhino slurping big gulps of water.

My friends and I were watching the big kid scream for help, his 
lips burning. By now his lips were red as fire. We couldn’t help but 
giggle quietly. Justice has been served. That was the last time big 
kids ever came and ripped my sandwich out of my lunchbox.

Crafted by Luca, Year 3

FROM THE  
CAPTAINS’ 
DESK

WHY TEACHERS SHOULD WEAR UNIFORMS

Teachers are strange creatures, some are funny, some are serious 

as stone and others just teach for the cash. But when it comes to 

uniforms things get a little out of hand. So we pay money to be 

taught and they get paid to teach. Surely they would have money to 

buy a uniform, so why don’t they buy one. Well leave that to me.

Firstly when teachers ditch their students at recess and flee to the 

coffee store or the ice-cream shop wearing a uniform can advertise 

for free. Let’s just say when the teacher’s picking up their flat white 

the coffee man notices your uniform. “Oh do you teach at Bli Bli 

State School,” he might say. “Yeah it’s a great school you should 

apply one day,” the teacher responds. Next thing they know they’ve 

got a teaching buddy, a pay rise and free coffee every morning.

If you’re being taught by a teacher now you would know teachers 

love being organised. Guess what uniforms are most of the time 

organised! Wearing a uniform is organised because getting up in 

the morning and just putting the uniform on is way quicker than 

picking out an outfit. It’s every teacher’s nightmare to be late and 

leave your students stranded out the front of the classroom. 

Casual clothes can be expensive. Have you ever rocked 

up to H&M and loved $60 overalls, I know I have. 

Buying a uniform can save hundreds of dollars. 

In conclusion I believe that uniforms are a great idea because 

they advertise, they are quick and easy and are cheaper than 

casual clothes. I strongly support uniforms for teachers. So come 

on teachers one less coffee a week will be enough to walk down 

the sparkly catwalk (ordinary hallway) in your fabulous uniform.

Crafted by Georgia, Year 5

CONGRATULATIONS

JOIN A PRINCIPAL'S TOUR
EXPERIENCE WHAT BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL HAS TO OFFER YOUR 
CHILDREN ON A TOUR OF OUR BEAUTIFUL SCHOOL.

If you are considering enrolling at Bli Bli State School, we encourage you to 
visit the school for one of our regular Principal’s Tours. After your campus 
tour, stay for a cup of coffee and chat with our staff.

All tours commence from the Administration Building of the school.  
Book your spot today by contacting the school on 5458 2111.

UPCOMING TOURS
9.15am

Tuesday 16th October
Tuesday 13th November 
Tuesday 27th November 
Tuesday 1th December

6.30pm
Tuesday 30th October
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We provide a nurturing and supportive environment for your 
children where their individual needs are respected and 
personalised learning approaches allow for each child to 
have the opportunity to reach their full potential.

*Please note that from May 2018, Bli Bli State School must 
now enact our Enrolment Management Plan. Parents or 
legal guardians who wish to enrol their child at our school 
will need to demonstrate that the student's principal place 
of residence is within the school's catchment area.

Please check out our website for details on 
applying for enrolment at Bli Bli State School. 
www.blibliss.eq.edu.au

Join our friendly school community

ENROLLING AT 
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL

Commitment

We encourage our community to achieve 
their personal best through perseverance 
and a commitment to learn

to our term Writing Challenge winners: Hunter (Y5), Luca (Y3), 
Georgia (Y5), Ava (Y5), Eve (Y5) and Khobi (Y3). Each one of 
these students have really shown themselves to be great writers 
using excellent word choice and imaginative ideas. Well done! 

Luca’s and Georgia’s writing pieces are included for your 
enjoyment here.

We’ve learned a lot. Ideas are 

the things that you plan before 

you write and word choice is 

all about making your reader 

happy. I really enjoy writing 

about prehistoric dinosaurs 

and different types of animals. 

~ Jake, Year 4 ~

CHILLI  
SAUCE

Voice is knowing the author.  
How we write is how we 
can tell who the author is  

– like Pamela Allen. 

~ Isla, Year 1 ~
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New Park Space

Current development 
site soon to be constructedBLI BLI RIVERSIDE
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BLI BLI RURAL FIRE BRIGADE
AS SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE SEEN, THERE IS A NEW 
RURAL FIRE BRIGADE VEHICLE AROUND TOWN. 
BLI BLI AND DISTRICTS RURAL FIRE BRIGADE HAVE 
RECENTLY REACHED ANOTHER MILESTONE WITH 
THE PURCHASE OF A BRIGADE SUPPORT VEHICLE. 
THIS IS DUE TO THE HUGE GENEROSITY AND 
SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL BLI BLI COMMUNITY. 

On June 24, Bli Bli RFB opened their doors to the local community 
groups that have supported the efforts to reach this goal. A morning 
tea was held and a tour of the station and vehicles was provided 
by brigade members. Bli Bli 81 is a support vehicle which will be 
utilised for transporting crew and resources when required and is 
equipped with a water tank and hose for safety purposes. A big 
thank you goes out to the Bli Bli CWA, North Shore Lions Club, 
Bli Bli Quilters Club, Halcyon Lakeside and Edgewater Retirement 
Village (the later two who were unfortunately both unable to attend 
on the day) and of course the wider local community. Without the 
support and donations of those mentioned the goals of the Bli Bli 
RFB would not yet have been achieved.

With the new financial year brings a new committee to the brigade. 
1st officer Nigel Kemp has stepped down from his role enabling 
3rd officer Todd Filmer to step up and fill his shoes. Fear not, as 
you will still see Nigel’s friendly face around as he has stepped 
down to 3rd officer. Todd has the skills and knowledge to carry the 
brigade on for many years to come. Max Perren and Kevin Guyer 
have also stepped down from leadership roles and we thank them 
for continuing in the brigade to assist in passing on their wealth of 
knowledge. Other positions that have changed on the committee 
include; Chairman, Secretary and various officer positions. Best 
Wishes are extended to the committee as they begin their roles to 
lead the brigade into the new and ever changing future.

It has been a quiet start to the year so far call out wise, but as the 
fire season progresses the demand for the RFB to attend incidents 
both here locally as well as further afield has begun to increase.  
As always brigade members have been keeping up with training 
to ensure readiness for this fire season. This year may result in 
more fires around the local area due to the dry conditions, but rest 
assured Bli Bli RFB is well trained and up for any challenge. Please 

remember to be bushfire prepared and have your properties ready. 
If you require any tips or hints please feel free to contact us via the 
‘Bli Bli & Districts Rural Fire Brigade’ Facebook page.

Without the support of local community groups and individuals, 
volunteer organisations like the Rural Fire Brigade would not be 
able to provide their essential services, thank-you for the assistance 
provided, no matter if big or small, a difference is made. 

Please remember to be 

bushfire prepared and have 

your properties ready. If 

you require any tips or hints 

please feel free to contact us 

via the ‘Bli Bli & Districts Rural 

Fire Brigade’ Facebook page
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Little Sprouts Dinosaur Dig

What is premium childcare?
• Oversized rooms

• Chef prepared meals

• Large nature based playground 

• Health and wellness program

• Animal farm visits

• Bush kinder project

• Computer coding & programming

• Foreign language lessons

• Free monthly mother and baby clinic 

• Cooking experiences in dedicated 
demonstration kitchens 

• Dinosaur fossil dig & Waterpark 

• Family owned and operated 

• Parent lounge with barista 
quality coffee

• Nappies now supplied 
at no extra cost

We do things differently
At Little Sprouts Premium 
Childcare we believe every 
day is a precious learning 
opportunity and children 
need real experiences 
with mud, trees, fresh air, 
puddles and pets in a nature 
based environment driven 
by children, families and 
passionate educators.

to Premium Childcare Welcome

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN BLI BLI
160 Camp Flat Road - CALL 54 508 470    |    50 Parklakes Drive - CALL 54 508 460
Email: littlesprouts@bigpond.com    |    www.littlesproutsearlylearningcentre.com.au
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Ted O’Brien MP, 
Member for Fairfax
THANKS TO ALL WHO DROPPED IN FOR A 
CHAT DURING MY RECENT SEASONAL ROAD 
TRIP WHICH INCLUDED A STOP IN BLI BLI.

You may have seen my blue marquee on the corner of 
Bli Bli Road and David Low Way last month and yes, that 
was me by the side of the road.  My staff and I head out 
every season and tour Fairfax so constituents can have 
their say on home soil and meet their Federal member.

It has been a busy year and I am keen to update you on some 
big ticket items.  The Sunshine Coast was showered in funding 
for roads and rail in this year’s Federal budget with a massive 
$2billion in new money allocated to widen the Bruce Highway and 
duplicate the North Coast Line from Beerburrum to Landsborough 
and improve capacity to Nambour. That comes on top of previous 
commitments that bring total funding for the Bruce to just over 
$3billion. You can see the roadworks happening already!

I’d like to pass on public congratulations to Bli Bli locals Kydeesha 
Crawford and Bradley Walton who were awarded Local Sporting 
Champions grants of $500 each. The grants can be used towards 

travel, accommodation, equipment and/or uniforms to attend 
championships which for Kydeesha was the Victorian Short 
Course Swimming Championships while Bradley was able to 
attend the U21s Deaf Basketball World Championships.  If you are 
aged 12 to 18 then consider applying for the current round which 
closes October 31. 
www.sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/local_sporting_champions

Congratulations must also go to Bli Bli university student 
Shaylea Horner who was chosen for a $12,000 Long Tan 
Bursary to help with the cost of her tertiary education. The 
scholarship is open to children of Vietnam veterans and 
helps cover expenses such as textbooks and rent for three 
years. Shaylea is studying nursing at USC and is proud of 
her grandfather Steve Eaton who served in Vietnam. She is 
considering using her nursing skills in the military one day.

Please get in touch at any time with issues or comments by 
calling 5479 2800, emailing ted.obrien.mp@aph.gov.au 
or visiting 17 Southern Drive, Maroochydore.

Mr O’Brien said people stopped for 

a chat and expressed their views on 

the recent Liberal leadership change.

Constituents also brought forward 

issues such as switching to the 

NBN and prescription problems, and 

inquired about sources of grants 

funding which Mr O’Brien and his 

staff were able to assist with.
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“After the leadership events in Canberra it was refreshing 
to be back on home turf 

on the Sunshine Coast and 
talking to people about 

the issues that matter to 
them,” said Mr O’Brien."

“My focus has been, and 
remains, the constituents 

of Fairfax which is 
why I conduct these 
seasonal road trips.”

FIRST 400 TO REGISTER GET A MEMENTO WATER BOTTLE AND GIFT BAG 



DRIVE-IN 
MOVIE NIGHT
THE INAUGURAL BLI BLI DRIVE-IN MOVIE 
WENT AHEAD ON FRIDAY 31ST AUGUST 
AND IT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!

A team effort between the Bli Bli Community Association 
and our P&C Association saw 94 cars arrive on the school 
oval to watch the family friendly movie ‘Ferdinand’.

Trent and his team from Starry Nights Movies did an amazing 
job to inflate the 12m high screen in strong winds and 
with thanks to all the sponsors the event is estimated to 
contribute approximately $2000 to the school hall upgrade.

Thank you so much to Regan Jenson on behalf 
of the Bli Bli Community Association for the 
idea and her endless energy and help.  

Our gratitude also to the sponsors: 

And to the volunteers – thank you a thousand 
times……we simply cannot do it without you!

Daniel, Kristi, Louie, Kathy, Kayla, Tanya, Emily, David, Una, 
Nicole, Taylor, Max, Todd, Ken – you were all awesome!

Scott Murchie
PAINTING & DECORATING
QBCC Licence No 069485

• All Areas • New Homes • Repaints
• Insurance Work • Free Quotes

QUALIFIED TRADESMAN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mob: 0419 779 822
ssmurchie@westnet.com.au

Ready made stirfrys

Gluten free marinades

Lasagne

Pulled beef tacos

Pies made in store

Home of Strawberry Lane Ice Creamery

Home of Strawberry Lane Ice Creamery

CREATIVE  MARKETING STUDIO

BLI BLI

Bli Bli Vet
2 Kennedy Road, Bli Bli

Ph: 5448 5055
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1300 JETTS 247
 jetts.com.au
Jetts Bli Bli
@jettsblibli
#Jetts

24/7 access to over 250 gyms
No lock-in contracts 
Functional team training

Jetts Bli Bli 
Tenancy 2S, Build 2 
Bli Bli Village Centre 
308 – 312 David Low Way,  Bli Bli 
blibli@jetts.com.au

*Valid at participating clubs for 7 consecutive days during staffed hours only. Refer to jetts.com.au for staffed hours only. 1 trial per person. Must be 16 years 
or older and live near the club. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Existing or past members are ineligible to claim the offer. Conditions apply 
and are available at jetts.com.au.

Book your free trial 
online or visit us in club
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As the weather cycle now moves from Spring to 
Summer, the cycle of life at the wetlands turns as 
well. But there is still time to come on down and 
walk the boardwalk before things turn hot again.

Whilst the colder weather saw the reduction of our 
crab and insect activity, the warmer weather now 
sees many species out and about again. 

One interesting crab species that was noted over the 
last couple of months is the Smooth Sentinel Crab. 
Fully grown adults measure only 12mm across the 
carapace and their colour is similar to their background 
so, as with most crab species, you need to be slow 
and steady to see these fellows. However, patience and 
stillness will open up our amazing crab world for you.

The River Mangroves will be flowering soon and the 
flowers should be out for a long time. A good spot to 
see these is on the first loop walk, so look for a shrub 
growing to about 4 metres with clusters of beautiful 
white flowers. The River mangrove also has a distinctive 
means of expelling excess salt. It does this through 
the leaves, which are quite visibly covered in white salt 
crystals. Be sure to stop and take a close look at this 
adaptation to living in the wetlands environment.

Our early inhabitants used these crystals as a 
means of supplementing their salt intake.

The June/July school holidays saw another very successful 
EcoHunt conducted with many locals and visitors keen to 
participate. Almost 800 visitors over this period enjoyed the 
beautiful weather and, for many, the fun of the hunt as well.

The competition was in the form of an online App 
called Questagame, where the competitors take 
and upload photos, then earn points for each photo 
depending upon its rarity, identification etc. 

THE WINNERS WERE:- 

Champion Spotter – Local Bli Bli resident Rae 
Bennett and her 7 year old daughter, indigo, 
who won a $100 Whites IGA voucher.

Best Find – Sunshine Coast resident Heather 
Smith, with her spotting and correct identification 
of a Golden Whistler. Heather won a Family Day 
Pass to the Rivershore Resort, Bli Bli.

Champion Identifier - Penelope Mills from the University of 
Q’ld, who won a Family Pass from Maroochy River Cruises.

DATE CLAIMERS

Oct Thurs 11th General Meeting 7.00pm 

Oct Sunday 21st Maroochy Wetlands 
   Bird Observers Outing

Dec Sunday 16th Maroochy Wetlands 
   Bird Observers Outing

For further information please contact 
us at the wetlands.

THE MAROOCHY WETLANDS SANCTUARY        

Ph: 5448 6723

mwssgi@gmail.com

www.maroochywetlandssupport.org.au

Facebook: 
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary Support Group

WHAT'S ON IN THE WETLANDS
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Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary
Support Group Inc

Active Adventurer – Josh Tucker who also won a 
Family Pass from Maroochy River Cruises.

The prize presentations were held on Tuesday 31 July here, 
at the Sanctuary and we congratulate all the winners. We 
also sincerely thank the sponsors and promoters for their 
support. These included Whites IGA, the Rivershore Resort, 
Maroochy Nature Cruises and McMartins Strawberry Farm.

Lisa Ryan, representing Sunshine Coast Council 
said in talking with the winners it was clear that 
the Eco-Hunt has not only encouraged visitors to 
Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary, but also engaged 
them in innovative and thought-provoking ways.

So life at the sanctuary is still glorious at the 
moment and I urge you all to take advantage 
of this and come on down for a walk. 

The boardwalk is open every day and the 
Information Centre is manned every Sunday by a 
volunteer who is available to answer any questions 
you may have, or to simply have a chat.

find your sanctuary
A T  PA R K L A K E S  2

Parklakes 2 is an established and thriving masterplanned community,  

where life is beautiful, integrated and inspiring.

Enjoy a lifestyle of balance at Parklakes 2. Calming lakes, flourishing greenery and pristine wetlands create 

a tranquil, sanctuary-like atmosphere for all to enjoy. Nature trails and walking tracks encourage an active 

lifestyle, while The Local Waterfront Cafe and spacious central park provide ideal meeting places for social 

gatherings with neighbours and friends. It’s all here at Parklakes 2 – a safe and family-friendly community 

with a village-meets-urban atmosphere – so close to everything.

•  Centrally located The Local 

Waterfront Cafe & Tapas Bar 

•  1 hectare central park with 

playground, fitness equipment, 

and BBQ areas

•  New Prep – Year 12 Catholic 

School (opening 2019)

•  New land release coming  

soon – flat, spacious lots

 N E W  L A N D  R E L E A S E  C O M I N G  S O O N

S A L E S  O F F I C E  O P E N  E V E R Y  D A Y  1 0 A M  –  4 P M

Cnr Parklakes Drive & Agnes Place    P 5448 6442    parklakes2.com.au
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MAROOCHY RIVER COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 
25 YEAR CELEBRATIONS CONCERT
MAROOCHY RIVER COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB CELEBRATED 
25 YEARS WITH A SPECIAL 25 YEAR CELEBRATION 
CONCERT. THE CLUB WAS STARTED 25 YEARS AGO 
WITH A SMALL INAUGURAL MEMBERSHIP WITH KEV 
RIMMINGTON AS THE INAUGURAL PRESIDENT.

Kev is still an active member of the club in his eighties. A number of 
inaugural members attended to celebrate the Club’s Birthday.

With the help a grant from the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, the 
club invited a Special Guest Artist, Dean Perrett to perform. Dean is 
a multi-Golden Guitar winner in Tamworth but still works his property 
in Kingaroy. Dean performed songs from his latest album “Earn Your 
Spurs” and some songs from his other 15 albums. Dean launched his 
new album at the concert.

Other local artists invited to perform four songs were Ken O’Flaherty, 
The Elderley Brothers, Tracey Combes and Sylvia Soltau. Life and 
inaugural members, Kev Rimmington, Lynda and Neil Hansen 
performed four songs each.

Seventeen members performed two songs each throughout the day. 
The singers were backed by the MRCMC Concert Band.

Over 130 people attended the most enjoyable celebrations in the 
historic Bli Bli Hall. The cutting of the 25 Year Birthday Cake was ably 
handled by our three inaugural life members.

Maroochy River Country Music Club hold a monthly concert in the 
hall on the 2nd Sunday of each month. Practice is Thursday nights 
at 7.30pm. If you have ever considered improving your singing or 
playing in a friendly and supportive atmosphere, come along to the 
club practice night.

The club members perform at nursing homes and visit other country 
music clubs on the Sunshine Coast. Members also perform as Guest 
Artists to clubs as far as Brisbane.

Check out our Website and Facebook page for more information.

President
Greg Baldock
Maroochy River Country 

With two campuses on the Sunshine Coast, 
parents have the choice to discover the joy 
of learning that’s best suited for their child.

What child doesn’t like swimming!
We have our very own Learn to Swim 
pool next to our Nambour centre, and 
incorporate a swimming lesson with a 
professional swim instructor once per
week as part of the daycare program
for children from 2.5 years of age. 

BUDERIM & NAMBOUR CAMPUSES
WEEKLY SWIMMING LESSONS

www.nccearlylearners.com.au
34 McKenzie Road, Woombye  p: 5451 3330   |   1-3 Lakeshore Ave, Buderim  p: 5476 8333

Did you know that NCC early 
swimmers offers baby classes?

Both you and your little one can 
experience the water together 
in a warm, fun and welcoming 
environment.

Our facility is designed for a 
comfortable learning experience, your 
little one will love the bright colours 
and the warm clear water which is 
kept at a toasty 33.5°.

www.nccearlyswimmers.com.au
34 McKenzie Road, Woombye  p: 5451 3340

BUDERIM 
CAMPUS 

FROM 
6 WEEKS +

SWIMMING, 
FRENCH 

& SPORTS 
INCLUDED IN 

FEES

classes include
water confidence 

programs 
infants programs 

toddlers programs 
stroke development 

advanced stroke 
squads 

intensives

FREE LESSON special offer  NCC early swimmers is offering one free Mum and Bub swim class for all families, no conditions attached! This is available for children from 6 months to 36 months. Limited spaces will fill quickly, so be sure to register today!
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www.ncc.qld.edu.au 
2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559   |   (07) 5451 3333 

“Exceptional, 
dedicated teachers 

and facilities, 
our son loves coming 

to NCC each day” 
- Prep Mum

PREP AT NCC 
Security - Support - Success    
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Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro has been the evolution of the newly 
formed F&B team from June 2017. Over this past 12 months, 
the vision of the team led by Jon Boon, David Osborne and 
Alia Shallcross has seen the great product that Cane Cutters 
Bar & Bistro has offered become a regular home to many 
locals for lunches 7 days a week.

Saturday and Sunday breakfasts with uninterrupted views 
of  the golf course and Mount Coolum has been popular for 
locals and in particular visitors to the Sunshine Coast region. 
Thursday nights and Friday nights the Cane Cutters Team 
provide dinner from 5.30pm with great blackboard specials, 
and a tasty selection of favourites on the menu which 
undergoes seasonal changes.

The clubs website allows you to view the menu’s and to book 
a table or courtesy bus online for guests upcoming dining 
experiences. With the social media of Facebook and events, 

you can follow the special events that the team provide from 
degustation events, to trivia nights and our live music Friday’s 
from 6.30-8.30pm.

Functions are a highly sought after item for local businesses 
and specialist training companies, as the team offers the high 
quality AV and sounds all-inclusive in the bookings along 
with hourly rates and full day rates with specials.  We offer an 
online booking system that allows people to book and get an 
instant quote 24/7.

Whether it for a special occasion or a get together with family 
and friends, the Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro will cover all your 
needs from Breakfast, Lunches, Dinners and Functions.

MAROOCHY RIVER GOLF CLUB

TONY: 0405 496 418

BLI BLI BARBER SHOP

Executive Style Men’s Cuts 
Buzz Cuts from $10 

NO APPOINTMENT 
NECESSARY

Tuesday to Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am - 4.00pm

NOW IN THE BLI BLI VILLAGE TOWN CENTRE

Mens $20

PENSIONERS $15

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS $15

KIDS $10

Thank you Bli Bli for your support over the past 15 years! 
 To be trusted by so many locals is a privilege and I am honoured to have had the opportunity to sell so many properties in August.  
Your local agent, Natasha Hackenberg 0401 601 691 - Ray White Bli Bli.
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facebook.com/villablanckquilts

edith@villablanckquilts.com

villablanckquilts.com

M 0418 114 150

P 5450 8122

Design & Cutting
Quilting

Patchwork & Teaching

30 years of expereince & a fully 
equiped on site quilting workshop.

NO SETUP FEE - SQUARE FOOT PRICING

THE ENDLESS SUMMER AT 
RIVERSHORE RESORT 

day guests & locals welcome 
Our pool is heated to 28 degrees, all winter long,

for your enjoyment. Only $25 pp with $15 food and
drink vouchers included 

(07) 5458 2200  
99 David low way, diddillibah

WE ALL LOVE OUR PETS, AND ESPECIALLY IN 
THIS COOL WEATHER IT’S NICE TO SNUGGLE 
UP. HOWEVER, THE PLEASURE CAN QUICKLY 
FADE IF THEIR BREATH SENDS YOU RUNNING 
FROM THE ROOM.

A healthy pets’ breath should have a neutral smell. 
Unpleasant odours can be created by a piece of food that’s 
become stuck, so it pays to regularly ‘flip the lip’ and check 
out what’s going on in there. 

You may notice over time, that your pets’ teeth have begun 
to stain yellow or brown with tartar accumulation and their 
gums may appear swollen and red. This is not a natural 
process of ageing, but the result of bacteria and food 
building up on the teeth. If this plaque is not removed, 
dental disease will progress and become irreversible.

Dental Disease is usually silent, and by the age of three 
over 80% of dogs and cats will be showing some signs, 
often without your knowledge. Untreated bacteria spreads 
down to the roots of the teeth, leading to painful, wobbly 
teeth. The bacteria can then enter the blood stream, and 
recent studies have demonstrated there is an association 
between oral health and systemic general health issues 
affecting the kidney, heart and metabolic systems. 

An animal with moderate to severe dental disease will be 
in pain, so it’s important to seek appropriate veterinary 
treatment to help your pet. Their survival instinct means they 
are unlikely to stop eating. You may however notice, they 
have trouble picking up food (or dropping it while eating) or 
are dribbling or eating on one side of their mouths. 

Caring for your pets’ teeth is as important as caring for your 
own. Good oral hygiene and plaque control will prevent 
dental disease developing. Daily brushing is the most 
efficient method of control - it takes less than one minute 
a day and will save you a lot of money at the Vet. It’s best 
to get your pet used to this when they are young. Older 
pets may take more persuading – though flavoured pet 
toothpaste will make the task more palatable. You’ll need a 
special pet toothbrush or a soft bristle human toothbrush 
small enough to fit comfortably in their mouth. Gently brush 
in circular motions over each tooth, including the ones right 
at the back. 

High quality dental diets such as Hills T/D have been 
developed to assist the removal of plaque and reduce tarter 
build-up. Other options include feeding dental chews with 
additives that prevent plaque from hardening. Provide safe 
toys that are rubbery and encourage chewing - hard toys 
and raw bones can cause fractures and broken teeth, so 
check with your Veterinarian about whether they are suitable 
for your pet first. 

For advice on any dental issues you are having with your 
pet, please call the friendly team at Bli Bli Veterinary Surgery 
on 5448 5055.

DOES YOUR BEST FRIEND HAVE 
'DOGGY BREATH'?

Bli Bli Vet
2 Kennedy Road, Bli Bli

Ph: 5448 5055
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ATHLETICS IS RIGHT 
HERE IN BLI BLI

LOCAL CLUBS AND COUNCIL JOIN 
FOR MAJOR FUNDING SUCCESS

DO YOUR KIDS LOVE PARTICIPATING IN THE 
SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL? ARE THEY 
LOOKING FOR A FUN RANGE OF ACTIVITIES 
WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY ALL IN ONE SPOT?

 Well then Little Athletics is just the thing ... Little 
Athletics for 4 to 16 year olds is on offer right here 
in Bli Bli and the season is just starting. 

Little athletics offers a mixture of track and 
field events each week from:

SPRINTS:
• 60metres, 70metres, 100metres and 200metres

MIDDLE DISTANCE
• 400metres and 800metres

LONG DISTANCE
• 1500 metres and 3km

HURDLERS AND RACE WALKING
THROWS
• Shot put, Discus, Javelin, Turbo Javelin and Vortex

JUMPS
• Long Jump, High Jump and Triple Jump

Register online or just head on down to McMartin Park at 
44 Lefoes Rd Bli Bli and join in on Saturday afternoons 
from 2:30pm. New members can have a trial for 2 meets 
before registering for the season. and once they are 
members athletes who are really keen on competition can 
go to any Little Athletics Queensland event/competition, in 
addition to the centre competition each week at Bli Bli.

Bli Bli Little Athletics offers a great value athletics experience 
with no surprise fees... the season membership includes weekly 
coaching, inter-centre meets with Nambour and Maroochy 
clubs, regional relays and regional championships as well 
as state championships for all athletes who qualify to go.

Parents can join in and help out around the field too 
and it makes for a fun family atmosphere. 

You can find Bli Bli Little Athletics on facebook or check 
out all the details on the Bli Bli Little Athletics website bbla.
com.au or just go down and have a chat in person.

MCMARTIN PARK, HOME TO BLI BLI LITTLE 
ATHLETICS CENTRE AND MAROOCHYDORE 
HOCKEY CLUB, WILL RECEIVE A HUGE FACELIFT 
OVER THE COMING MONTHS WITH A BRAND 
NEW ROOF AND A COMPLETE RENO OF THE 
CANTEEN AND AMENITIES BUILDING.

Arguably Bli Bli's "oldest" sports facility, the McMartin Park 
ground, originally a cow paddock, was purchased by the 
Maroochy Shire Council for locals in 1958 to make a sporting 
area. Locals worked with tractors, scoops and shovels and 
donations were gathered from Bli Bli residents to build a tennis 
court and cricket pitch. This was the home of the Petrie Creek 
Cricket Club for a number of years but as time moved on, 
cricket in the area waned. in 1972 an attempt to start another 
cricket club was unsuccessful and the grounds waited.

The unused grounds later became home to the Maroochy 
Rugby Union Club who built a clubhouse which was officially 
opened in 1976 by the then Shire Chairman, Mr E.O.DeVere, 
as "The Beverley Hall Pavilion". The Rugby Club made this 
their home until 1989 when they moved to Cotton Tree.

The Bli Bli Little Athletics Centre was formed in 1989/90 and 
worked hard to prepare the grounds and clubhouse for use 
for athletics. The ground was officially re-opened by Ron 
Grant on the 29th September 1990 and were formally named 
McMartin Park in 1994 in honour of the work done by Bli Bli Little 
Athletics Foundation members Lillian and Graham McMartin.

The old Beverley Hall Pavillion has served both Bli Bli Little 
Athletics and Bli Bli Soccer Club over the years and many locals 
remember watching their kids grow up playing winters of soccer 
and summers of athletics. Needless to say this 1976 building is 

in need of an upgrade to meet current needs including female 
change and shower provisions, more private male change and 
shower facilities as well as all abilities toilet and shower.

The facility will see a major refurbishment to the amenities building 
over the coming months thanks to our local grassroots clubs 
securing $271,500 funding through the Qld State Governments 
Female Facilities Program and supported by 2 separate grants 
of $25,000 through Sunshine Coast Councils grants programs.

Bli Bli Little Athletics with the support of Maroochydore Hockey 
Club, who now share the facilities, has worked towards the 
upgrade over the past few years. Volunteer Centre Manager - Tina 
Freeman said it's hard work for small volunteer clubs to get these 
big projects off the ground and takes a lot of effort and people 
to pull it together. Grant funding from Council supported from Cr 
Robinson had been key in moving the project from a concept 
sketch to a "construction ready" proposition, and this was a major 
advantage in applying for the State Government Funding. Tina 
is very relieved saying "I'm very keen to now see the project in 
real life and to taking a break from doing funding applications". 

The Bli Bli Little Athletics Season is about to start so it's time for all 
those budding athletes to sign on and get out on the track for some 
fun, family, fitness. Athletics will be running while the refurbishment 
of the clubhouse is underway and by half way through the season 
everyone will be enjoying the upgraded amenities and canteen. The 
local clubs and their supporters have been working hard to provide 
up to date facilities... so why not get down there and show your 
support by joining them over the coming season as a volunteer.

For more information on Bli Bli Little Athletics Centre 
find them on facebook or go to www.bbla.com.au

Bli Bli
Athlet icsLit

tle

fun - family - fitness

Bli Bli
Athlet icsLit

tle

fun - family - fitness
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OUR ‘GOLDEN GIRLS’ OF ROWING DO IT AGAIN… 
THREE GOLD AND ONE SILVER!
THE CENTRAL QUEENSLAND SCHOOLS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS ATTRACTS ROWERS FROM ACROSS 
THE STATE AND OUR COMBINED SCHOOL ROWERS 
WERE ONCE AGAIN FLYING THE SUNSHINE COAST FLAG 
WITH CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS AT THE BUNDABERG 
REGATTA COURSE.

Standout competitors from our region were year 12 students, Lucy 
Hawthorne (Suncoast Christian College) and Georgia Stoddart 
(Maroochydore State High School) winning  gold and silver in the open 
womens single scull and then coming back again and winning gold by 
dominating the open womens double scull event.

Nambour Christian College Nerice Henning and Tori L’Huillier from 
Kawana State High School also put in solid efforts in this highly 
competitive regatta.

Sunshine Coast Grammar School boys were not going to take a 
backward step when they raced their quad against very experienced 
Townsville and Rockhampton schools. While they missed out on a medal, 
they proved that they will be force to watch as they get fitter, faster and 
stronger with more training.

Head coach, Donna Muller from the Maroochy River Rowing Club was on 
hand to watch her young rowers apply the skills gained from their many 
pre-dawn training sessions.

GOLD Lucy Hawthorne Suncoast 
Christian College, SILVER Georgia 
Stoddart Maroochydore High School
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Ready made stirfrys

Gluten free marinades

Lasagne

Pulled beef tacos

Pies made in store

EDGEWATER SPRING FAIR
SPRING WILL SOON BE HERE AND IT WILL BE TIME 
FOR "GATEWAY LIFESTYLE EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
SPRING FAIR" WHICH ATTRACTS PEOPLE FROM ALL 
OVER THE COAST.

LOCATION: Edgewater Village, 171 David Low Way, Bli Bli

DATE: 13th October 2018, 7.00am - 12.00pm

Entertainment by our own Bli Bli School Choirs and Edgewater 
Singers and our own Clown for the kids. Enjoy a great breakfast 
from the BBQ manned once again by the Bli Bli Rural Fire Brigade.

The Edgewater ladies will be putting on a delicious morning tea, all 
home made of course.

Come and enjoy the morning 
searching for lots of bargains 
on the trash and treasure, 
knick knacks, second hand 
books, preloved clothing 
stalls. The plant stalls will 
have lots of plants at very 
good prices and our cake 
stall is renowned for a 
wonderful selection of home 
made cakes.

Closing time will be at 12.00pm after the super raffle. We welcome 
outside market stall holders, if you are interested cost is $20.00 and 
bookings can be made through Doug on 0412-889-677
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 sisteracttravel

SISTER ACT TRAVEL

A Suite 5/38 Queen Street, 

Nambour Qld 4560 

P 07 5476 2180

E bookings@sisteracttravel.com.au  

W sisteracttravel.com.au

Lorem ipsum

TRAVEL AGENT

Scott Murchie
PAINTING & DECORATING
QBCC Licence No 069485

• All Areas • New Homes • Repaints
• Insurance Work • Free Quotes

QUALIFIED TRADESMAN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mob: 0419 779 822
ssmurchie@westnet.com.au

Dentures @ Bli Bli Smiles... for excellence in function, form and fit
Dr. Mark Blumke, Dental Prosthetist, 30 years’ experience
New dentures, repairs, additions and relines

NOW OPEN

Mention this ad for

our standard prices for initial 
exam, xrays and hygiene therapy 

- saving $45

Caring for babies to boomers, 
from mouthguards to dentures.

From prevention, for a 
lifetime of healthy teeth, to 
rebuilding beautiful smiles.

Modern equipment and 
premises, convenient 
location and timeless, 
down-to-earth values.

Evenings and Saturday 
appointments available.

Bli Bli Smiles... for the teeth of your life

15% 
OFF

5448 4811 
www.bliblismiles.com.au

Bli Bli Village Town Centre - Level 3   •   308-312 David Low Way Bli Bli

WINNERS!!! 
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL P&C ASSOCIATION
The representative team of volunteers from Bli Bli 
State School Parents and Citizens Association 
recently attended the annual state conference for 
P&C’s in Brisbane.

They contribute many hours to their local school 
and community and they were thrilled to win the 
North Coast region award for P&C of the Year.

Congratulations to Wendy, Kristi, Kathy, Clare and 
Daniel for being recognised by your peers for the 
amazing work you do!
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p: 0447 006 707
e: info@casselsplumbing.com.au
w: www.casselsplumbing.com.au
QBCC Licence Number - 1297188

CASSEL’S  PLUMBING & GAS
• Gas Fitting
• Plumbing & Maintenance
• Hot Water Systems  
  & Maintenance
• BBQ Points
• Backflow Testing

CASSEL’S  PLUMBING & GAS
• Appliance Installations  
  taps, toilets, dishwashers, 
  water filter systems, 
  gas cooktops, ovens 
  and more!

We are Local! Be confident  
with us for quality, affordable  

and competitive pricing.

PensionerDiscounts

PensionerDiscounts

Fully licenced and insured. Call Clayton & Courtney

9th - 11th NOVEMBER 2018 

FRIDAY NIGHT to SUNDAY MORNING

(HOME BY LUNCHTIME SUN)

VENUE - DUNETHIN ROCK

A weekend designed for 

Fathers to live, learn, and 

laugh with their child!

DADS

• Connecting with your child 

• Deepening your relationship

• Basic coaching on being 

 Intentional Dads

A Camping Adventure

Includes mountains of food, Camping,

Activities, Canoes, Billy Carts, Outdoor 

Camping Waterslide, Bonfires, Crazy 

Games & heaps more.

More information 

phone Tony: 0404 859 626

COST: $160 FOR 2 FOR THE WEEKEND

S T A T E  S C H O O LBLI BLI
Proudly supported by:

Limited Spots Available

Tents Supplied - BYO Mattresses 

and Sleeping Bags

Avenue Dental Bli Bli
Opening 2nd october

FREE TEETH WHITENING 
WITH EVERY 

NEW PATIENT EXAM*

*No Out Of Pocket New Patient Exam for Private Health Fund Members 
(Or $85 if there is no health fund)

Same Day Emergency Guarantee 
5 Year Warranty on Major Dental 
Your Best Ever Dental Experience

314/328 David Low Way

5406 0577 
blibli@aveneuedental.com.au 

www.avenuedental.com.au

Voted #1 Dentist on the Sunshine Coast, by readers of the Sunshine Coast Daily
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GILL FAMILY REUNION: A WWII DIGGER’S 
SILVER INHERITANCE

Over 70 years had passed by, when a large gathering of the Gill 
family, celebrated their extended family’s Maroochy River pioneering 
history.  Many old and new stories were shared that day.  War 
service memories of Corporal Isaac “Curly” Gill and his digger mates 
held special significance.  A wartime family heirloom was to be 
rediscovered.  On this memorable day, Marcia presented a Benghazi 
silver teapot to Curly Gill’s three daughters.  The story begins with 
the enlistment of Curly Gill and his two friends.

EUROPE’S WAR CALLED 
Following Robert Menzies’ declaration of war with Germany in 
September 1939, several young Maroochy men enlisted with the 
second Australian Imperial Force (AIF). Three young men from the 
Maroochy River area – Mervyn Darrell Keehn, Isaac “Curly” Gill, and 
John “Johnny” Joseph Ball decided to enlist. Johnny, who was a 
well-known delivery truck driver from the area, was amongst the very 
first to enlist in October 1939. While Curly (who previously served in 
the 9/49th Battalion) and Mervyn enlisted a few months later in March 
1940. Mervyn’s enlistment was an emerging Keehn family trend.  Two 
of his elder brothers had already joined the AIF, and by November 
1941 all eight sons had enlisted in the Armed Forces.

THE MAROOCHY RIVER COMMUNITY FAREWELLED HER 
BRAVE YOUNG MEN 
The Maroochy River “Diggers” were farewelled by 50 or so friends 
and relatives on 14 March 1940.  They travelled to Redbank on the 
outskirts of Brisbane and completed 6 weeks basic training prior to 
their overseas deployment. Their farewell was bittersweet – brimming 
with best wishes and confident assertions of their inevitable success, 
but grounded by the unspoken understanding that they may never 
return. A local collection was made and the Maroochydore RSL’s 
President McAulay presented each departing man with a substantial 
amount of money as a token of the district’s appreciation. 

THE AIF’S TALLEST SOLIDER 
The soldiers were granted seven days of pre-embarkation leave, 
which allowed the men one last trip home to Maroochydore. Now 
part of the 2/9th Battalion, 6th Division, the three would leave via 
Sydney on 5 May 1940 destined for the Middle East, however due to 
the changing situation in Europe, would find themselves diverted to 
Gourock, in western Scotland. While stationed here, Johnny Ball’s 
stature would be commented upon in a BBC broadcast following a 
face-to-face encounter with King George VI. Standing 6 foot 5 inches 
(195.5cm) Johnny was regarded to be the AIF’s tallest soldier.

A TEAPOT SURVIVES 
By December 1940 the 2/9th Battalion found themselves shipped 
to Egypt, then on to Libya where they would attack the Italian-held 
desert oasis stronghold of Giarabub in late March 1941. Following 
fierce fighting, the 2/9th Battalion captured Giarabub, and it is here 
that Curly Gill is believed to have salvaged a large silver teapot from 
the Italian Officers’ Mess. The teapot bears both the emblem and 
acronym for the Regio Corpo Truppe Coloniali (or Royal Corps of 
Colonial Troops). The markings suggest the teapot was produced by 
an Austrian factory in the town of Berndorf sometime after 1939. 

LEGEND OF THE RATS OF TOBRUK BORN IN THE LIBYAN 
DESERT 
From here the 2/9th, with Curly’s teapot in tow, moved on to reinforce 
Tobruk against the Germans. It was here, that following lengthy 
entrenchment in the desert climate, appalling conditions, lack of food 
and dysentery – all the while fighting off the German army – that the 
2/9th would come to be known as the “Rats of Tobruk”. Mercifully 
by the end of August, after 18 long weeks – more than was endured 
by any other fighting unit – the 2/9th was evacuated by the Navy to 
Egypt, from where they were redeployed to Syria.

BACK HOME ON THE MAROOCHY 
During these early years of the war the seasons came and went as 
normal, crops were sown, sugar cane was planted and harvested, 
and fish were caught. But the serving boys overseas were far from 
forgotten.  The Maroochy District continued to show strong support 
through regular Soldiers’ Entertainment Committee functions that 
honoured the young AIF servicemen. By September 1940 Mervyn, 
Curly and Johnny received wallets of war savings certificates raised 
by local patriotic efforts.

THE PACIFIC WAR BEGINS 
In December 1941 Japan entered the War, achieving swift victories 
throughout Southeast Asia, and bombing Australia in February 
1942.  Come March 1942 Mervyn, Curly and Johnny returned home 
from the Middle East. The three friends reunited with their families in 
Maroochydore, and Curly presented his silver souvenir, which had 
come to be known as the Benghazi teapot, to his mother.

by John Gill, Bli Bli On Maroochy Historical Society

RETRAINING FOR JUNGLE WARFARE 
The 2/9th were sent to meet the encroaching Japanese forces 
at Milne Bay, New Guinea in September 1942. Sadly though, 
Johnny Ball lost his life during the conflict, perishing in action on 3 
September. The 2/9th continued battling the Japanese in New Guinea 
all the way until May 1944, save for a brief return of five months back 
in Australia for re-equipping. 

RETURNING HOME 
After fighting in Borneo in the 2/9th both Mervyn and Curly were 
discharged from the Army in November 1945. Mervyn Darrell Keehne 
would eventually die of natural causes at the age of 38 in Brisbane, 
July 1951. While Isaac “Curly” Gill married Madge, a Women’s 
Australian Airforce Corporal, became a plumber and had three 
daughters.

A SILVER INHERITANCE 
On Catherine Gill’s death in 1960, the Benghazi Teapot passed to 
her eldest daughter Maggie, whose first husband, George Harold 
Brookes Kelk of Nambour had been killed in action, in New Guinea, 
August 1943.  From Maggie, the silver teapot, went to her daughter, 
Marcia.   And so, in 2016 the Benghazi silver teapot journeyed to the 
Gill Family Reunion.

THE BLI BLI ON 
MAROOCHY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
COLLECTS, SHARES 
AND PRESERVES 
LOCAL HISTORY.

For all enquiries, 
contact the Secretary, 
Mrs. B. Garrad at 
bliblimarhistsoc@gmail.
com

The Silver Inheritance - Curly Gill’s daughters with the treasured Benghazi 
Teapot, 2016. (Courtesy Gill Family)

Standing from (L to R): L.Cpl. Johnny Ball, Ness Ball, Ann Ball, Cpl. Isaac 
“Curly” Gill, April 1940. (Courtesy Ball Family)

Members of the 2/9th Battalion were used as film extras in Australian movie “The 
Rats of Tobruk” starring Australian actor Chips Rafferty with Curly Gill sitting on far 
right, December 1943 (Courtesy of the AWM).

Isaac, Catherine and Leslie Gill with the Benghazi Teapot, Maroochydore, 
May 1942. (Courtesy Gill Family)
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CALL STUART PEARSON
0430 911 848

Your local real estate agent 
with over 18 years experience 
and proud resident of Bli Bli!

THANK YOU BLI BLI 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Stuart  Pearson

Spring selling season is here!

SELL WITH THE BLI BLI 
2018 AGENT OF THE 
YEAR AWARD WINNER!
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* Easy parking
* Keno, Pokies, ATM 
* Air conditioned comfort 

For Courtesy Bus - 53731000 or online at: www.maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Maroochy River Golf Club
David Low Way  Bli Bli, Sunshine Coast Qld

Hello Bli Bli...

Looking for 
somewhere to go?

Become a
Social Club
Member
Enjoy Club specials, members
    weekly draw and discounted 
             prices. Only $5.00 
                        Joining Fee

Summer Vibes
Every Friday night....enjoy our new....

It’s the place to be
!

at Maroochy River Golf Club

* LIVE MUSIC
* GREAT FOOD
* BEERS & WINES
* Friday Happy Hour 5pm-6pm

Thursday & Friday Nights:

2 for $35 MEALS
* T-Bone steak chips & salad
* Battered flathead chips & salad
* Curry of the day
* Vegetarian of the day
Thursday & Friday Nights:

Kids eat FREE
 with any main meal purchased. 
 *Conditions apply

BRUNCH
@ Maroochy River Golf Club
Saturday & Sunday Mornings 
from 8.30am - 10.30am

Book 
a table 
today!

Morning & Afternoon Tea/Coffee break
Enjoy a relaxing time while enjoying the 
magnificient views! Everyone welcome!                       LUNCHES

                                 7 days a week
Call for courtesy bus 53731000 * Great menu!

What a view!
11am - 3.00pm

Play Golf
at Maroochy River Golf Club

Calling all Golfers!
You’re invited to tee off on the Sunshine Coast’s newest golf course! 
With 18 holes of golfing challenges, a sprawling driving range plus bar and 
Bistro - your entire day is set up at Maroochy River Golf Club!

UNLIMITED GOLF 
AFTER 2PM

Unlimited holes

only $30 pp
or 1 player/9 holes $20

“Mates Rates” 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

4 player/2 carts/18 holes

only $260
(save $160)

DRIVING RANGE
OPEN 7 DAYS - ALL WELCOME

* 30% off range ball prices
* Golf lessons at Member rates
* Social Membership of MRGC
* On Course Card (Min 5% off 
  Pro Shop purchases
* 6x18 holes of golf at discounted 
  rate of $43 a game (vouchers)

For Golf & Driving Range Specials:
Ph Pro Shop: 54570900 or book online at: maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Maroochy River Golf Club

OPEN Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat nights to 7.30pm
Special: Become a 
Driving range member 
for just.....
$149 per year!

This offer is available to 
all golfers and visitors to 
Maroochy River Golf Club. 

What a great 
gift idea!
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www.riverlife.net.au

I am an award winning skin therapist with over 13 years experience. 
At my prfessional home based salon I provide all the beauty needs including:

Full skin analysis, facials with advanced peels and microdermabrasion. 
Manicures and pedicures including shellac application with a great selection of colours. 

Swedish and Hot Stone massage, all waxing, lash and brow tints, spray tans and 
special occasion make up.

Nicole's Beauty Room

Located behind the Bli Bli Castle.

You can find me on Facebook;
www.facebook.com/nicolesbeautyroomblibli

Call Nicole 0438 609 072

FANTASTIC SERVICE
GREAT PRICES!

GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE 
ARE NOW OPEN AND TRADING IN BUILDING 2, 
TENANCY 2H. THIS IS OUR FIFTH OP SHOP AND 
WE ARE EXCITED TO BE SERVING BLI BLI AND 
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES. THE SHOP IS 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9.00AM TO 4.00PM 
AND SATURDAY MORNING 9.00AM TO 1.00PM.

Sunshine Hospice is a community business and charity, 
established in 2008 to provide specialised care to the 
terminally ill on the Sunshine Coast. Having previously 
operated a hospice at Doonan for five years, we are 
currently in search of suitable land upon which to build 
and operate a financially sustainable, accredited and 
licensed private health facility on the Sunshine Coast.

We are moving closer to achieving our goal thanks 
to the generous support of our local communities. 
Proceeds from our Op Shops, also located at 
Maroochydore, Tewantin, Cooroy and Montville, go 
towards our Hospice Building Fund. Our Bli Bli shop will 
play a significant role in the future of our hospice.

 We have had a great response for volunteers to assist 
in the new shop and continue to seek more volunteers 
to cover shifts, especially during periods of leave. If you 

have some spare time and wish to join a happy and 
vibrant team, we have half day shifts (morning - 9.00am to 
12.30pm or afternoon - 12.30pm to 4.00pm) or full day shifts 
available. Saturday shifts are from 9.00am to 1.00pm.

The shop also requires ongoing donations from the 
community and these can be left at the shop or in the 
donation bin provided. For larger items, we can also 
arrange collection. We gratefully accept items in good 
condition and working order – these include but not 
limited to bric a brac, books, jewellery, clothing (men’s, 
women’s and children’s wear), handbags, accessories, 
linen, toys, household goods and furniture.

If you are interested in volunteering, wish to donate goods or 
to find out more information, please contact the shop on 
0447 520 018 or call Sam at the Administration Office on 
5479 0881. We look forward to serving you soon!

SUNSHINE HOSPICE OP SHOP 
NOW OPEN AT THE BLI BLI VILLAGE CENTRE



Bli Bli Carpet Cleaning
Carpets 

upholstery cleaned & 
protected by owner 

operator. Rugs, leather 
chairs, cars, special  

local rates.
5448 4398

Luke's Lawn Mowing 
& Gardening 

• Lawn Mowing and Gardening 
• House cleaning 

• Windows and Drive Way 
Cleaning 

• Reasonable Rates
Luke Harmon 0434 580 220

Bli Bli Bakery
All bread, rolls, buns, 

cakes, pies, cold drinks, 
tea, coffee.  

Milk available. Made to 
order special cakes.  

5448 5060

Bli Bli  
Mechanical Repairs

Experienced mechanic in 
Blanch Cres. For all your 
car troubles. Ring for an 

appointment.  
Friendly service.

5448 6851

Bli Bli Vet
Dr Peter Beck B.V.Sc

Cr Kennedy & Nambour 
Bli Bli Rds.  

Consultations by 
appointment.
5448 5055

To advertise contact ads@blibli.qld.au

A.C.G. Plumbing & 
Excavations. We’re 

Reliable! All aspects of 
plumbing, drainage gas 

fitting & free quotes. 
No job too big or small. 
Reliable, fast, friendly.

0414 227 471

BLI BLI SERVICES SUPPORTING 
OUR LOCALS

CK Dog Grooming
Professional Grooming 

Salon with a hand 
scissoring specialist.  

41 Avocado Cres.
ckdesigndoggrooming.blogspot.com

5448 4818  
by appointment

OLD CHURCH
MONDAY
Bli Bli Maroochy Historical Society 1st Monday 9.00am - 11.30am Max 0416 169 238

MONDAY
MBK Dance 3.00pm - 5.15pm 

TUESDAY
Trudi Yoga 6.00pm - 7.10pm Trudi 0421 369 262

TUESDAY
Bli Bli Yoga 9.00am - 10.00am Petra 0409 532 940

WEDNESDAY
Qi Gong 9.30am - 10.30am and 10.30am - 11.30am

THURSDAY
Boss Babes Project 4.30pm - 9.00pm 

THURSDAY
Rae's Sunshine Yoga 9.15am - 10.30am Rae 0423 349 093

FRIDAY
Kanga Training 9.30am - 10.30am

SATURDAY
Roslyn Tanner 2.00pm - 5.30pm 

OLD HALL
MONDAY
MBK Dance Studios 10.00am - 11.15am and 3.00pm - 9.00pm Hayley 0408 988 119

MONDAY
Bli Bli Yoga 8.30am - 10.00am Petra 0409 532 940 

TUESDAY
Global Harmonies 12.30pm - 2.30pm Jo 0403 841 856

TUESDAY
MBK Dance Studios 3.00pm - 9.00pm Hayley 0408 988 119 

WEDNESDAY
Bli Bli Quilters & Craft Group 9.00am - 12.00pm

WEDNESDAY
MBK Dance Studios 3.00pm - 9.00pm Hayley 0408 988 119 

THURSDAY
Runaround Sloux Line Dancing 8.30am - 11.30am Leon 0408 064 439 

THURSDAY
Maroochy River Country Music Club 6.30pm - 10.30pm Greg 0407 791 827

FRIDAY
Bli Bli Bumpkins Playgroup 9.00am - 11.00am Sarah-Jayne 0403 657 087

FRIDAY
MBK Dance Studios 3.00pm - 5.15pm Hayley 0408 988 119 

SATURDAY
GKR Karate 9.00am - 10.00am and 10.30am - 12.00pm Andrew 0407 695 005 

SUNDAY
Maroochy River Country Music Club 2nd Sunday 9.00am - 5.30pm 

WHAT'S ON IN BLI BLI

EDGEWATER VILLAGE

SPRING FAIR

Gateway Edgewater Village in Bli Bli is 

holding it’s annual Spring Fair again 

this year on 13th October.  We would 

like to extend an invitation to any 

market stall holder who would like to 

join us on the day between 7.00am and 

12.00noon. Site rental is $20.00 and 

everyone is welcome.  For bookings and 

information please ring Mal McGaffin, 

Fair Coordinator on 0497 936 067

SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 2018
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BLI BLI COMMUNITY
Christmas Carols
FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2018

~ SAVE THE DATE ~

at Bli Bli State School

www.blibli.qld.au

WHAT IS ON IN THE OLD HALL AND THE OLD CHURCH?
The Public Hall and the Old Church is the focus of many exciting and varied activities. 
For any enquiries or bookings call 0409 669 704 or email your enquiry to bookings@blibli.qld.au



Ed Hackenberg
Principal/Director

0499 199 360

Natasha Hackenberg
Sales

0401 601 691

Rachel Meyers
Sales

0411 699 619

Matthew McAuliffe
Sales

0412 111 608

Shanesia Heystraten
Sales Administrator

07 5450 8111

Gayle Pinkerton
Senior Property Manager

0437 311 698

Natalie Johnson
Property Manager

0488 154 062

Lauren Bellworthy
Property Manager

0459 940 511

Kerri-Ann Thomas
Assistant Property Manager

07 5450 8111

  4      2     2 
53 Highlands Hill Road, Maroochy River
Auction 29/09/18 at 10am
Ed Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
3 Sylvania Close, Bli Bli
$650,000+
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
16 Tarshaw Street, Bli Bli
Mid $600,000’s
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
79 Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli
$589,000
Natasha Hackenberg

  6      3     6 
41-43 Conway Court, Bli Bli
$1,080,000
Natasha Hackenberg

  3      2     2 
17 Summerfield Court, Bli Bli
$550,000+
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
140 Kingfisher Drive, Bli Bli
$550,000+
Ed  Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
17 Tasol Street, Bli Bli
$530,000+
Natasha Hackenberg

  4      2     2 
1/4 Ginger Bell Avenue, Bli Bli
Mid $500,000’s
Matthew McAuliffe

  4      2     2 
60 Waterhole Place, Bli Bli
$599,000+
Matthew McAuliffe

  3      1     2 
5 Bundarra Street, Nambour
$399,000+
Matthew McAuliffe

  3      2     2 
9 Ariel Place, Bli Bli
$545,000+
Rachel Meyers

At Ray White Bli Bli, we put our  
sellers in the spotlight. 
 
Call us for an inspection or an appraisal.


