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Next edition for Spring closes for submissions 
to the editor and advertising on 

Monday 13 August with deliveries early September.facebook.com/bliblicommunity

The Bli Bli Public Hall & 
Community Association Inc is the 
parent organisation of Bli Bli’s own 
local Magazine, distributed FREE to 
over 3000 homes and businesses in 
Bli Bli and the surrounding district.

PO Box 1, Bli Bli 4560

ADVERTISING 
ads@blibli.qld.au

Editorial contributions welcome 
editor@blibli.qld.au

Bli Bli Public Hall & Community 
Association Inc Meetings  
7.30 - 9.00pm

Third Tuesday each month  
Bli Bli Public Hall

All Residents are welcome. 
secretary@blibli.qld.au

Hall Bookings & Old Church 
Bookings: 0409 669 704

bookings@blibli.qld.au

Business Number 22132715

www.blibli.qld.au

Design and Print 
BrandGrowth - 0431 771 059

Front cover image – 
Maroochy River Golf Club

A  M E S S AG E  F R O M  
The Bli Bli Community Association
Our Winter edition of the Bulletin includes a few new additions with the Maroochy River Golf Club 
giving us an update as well as advertising the club.  We have profiled Tony Bita the local barber 
which makes for an interesting read and our much travelled Wetlands contributor Deb is back and 
has provided us with news from the Wetlands.  With the new business centre nearing completion a 
few new businesses have also advertised in preparation for the opening which will be very exciting.  
So no doubt our Spring edition of the Bulletin will be full of stories around the new businesses.

At the May Community Association meeting held on Tuesday 15th, we invited Inspector Mike Miley 
along to address those gathered about crime in our area which had been doing the rounds on social 
media. Insp Miley reported that 72% of the reported offences were crime related and they were 
mainly due to people leaving their cars unlocked.  He reminded everyone that they must ensure they 
lock their cars and houses.  Most of the offenders were in the 16-24 age group and they were coming 
up from down south and stealing the cars and taking them to Beerwah State Forest.  Although there 
had been a spike in the past few weeks, Bli Bli was no worse than any other area on the Coast 
as some on social media would have us believe.  At the meeting Cr Steve Robinson also provided 
us with an update from Council, John Tucker reported about the Wetlands, Nigel Kemp about the 
Rural Fire Brigade, Claire Stampa from the school and Max Perren regarding the Historical Society.
So plenty of information about what is happening and is to happen in our local area.  

It is getting to that time of the year for cane crushing to begin. So you should be aware of the 
B Double trucks that will start to appear on our roads carting cane to the Maryborough Mill and the 
cane fires which will appear on dusk.  This process has been going on for many years and on a clear 
Sunday evening makes for a great spectacle.  

The Community Association is bringing to our community two great events over the next 2 months.  
On Friday 29 June is the drive in movie night to be held on the school oval and on Saturday 28 July 
is the popular BOB night for the boys.  So make sure you keep these nights free. 

The President of the Community Association Chris Baker recently presented to the Principal of the 
school Mr Quinn and chappy Heather Baker (no relation) and the school captains a cheque for 
$10,000 from monies raised from the annual Christmas Carols.  

Finally, if anyone is looking for some exercise especially in the Parklakes 2 area then we are looking 
for a couple more volunteers to help us deliver the Bulletin and we would welcome you contacting us.

• BLI BLI • MOOLOOLAH 

• MT COOLUM • PEREGIAN BEACH

White’s IGA National Retail Excellence Award winners 2015 & 2016 

White’s IGA National Community Award 2017

White’s IGA State Retailer of the Year 2015 & 2018

www.whitesgrocers.com.au

Thank you !
TO OUR COMMUNITY FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Regan Jensen has been an integral part of 
the Bli Bli community since she commenced 

working at White’s IGA in 2008. 

After 10 years as store manager Regan has 
recently been appointed as Retail Operations 

Manager across all of the White’s IGA 
supermarkets.

 Regan will continue to be involved in the Bli 
Bli community in her new role and you will be 

sure to see her in-store from time to time. 

 Congratulations Regan and thank you for the 
enormous contribution you have made to the 

store and our community.

BLI BLI

CREATIVE  MARKETING STUDIO

Bli Bli local and designer 
of the Bli Bli Bulletin

Ben Mathieson  |  Ph: 0431 771 059

"Maroochy RSL has a long standing working relationship 
with BrandGrowth and we consider them to be part of our 
marketing team. 
From the creative through to final printed products 
BrandGrowth always delivers with fresh innovative concepts 
and ideas that meet our needs.
It is an absolute pleasure to work with the BrandGrowth team 
and I would recommend them to anyone who is looking for a 
quality, creative business who will help you get results."



An update from your local 
State Member, Dan Purdie
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A WORD FROM  
Cr Steve Robinson
Phone: 5441 8086  Fax: 5475 7277  Mobile: 0409 260 981  mail@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 

Locked Bag 72, Sunshine Coast Mail Centre Qld 4560
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EXPLORE INDIGENOUS GAMES AT MULLER PARK 
As part of the 2018 Commonwealth Games event council, in partnership with the Queensland 
Government, Nature Play Queensland and the Office of the Commonwealth Games, installed a 
traditional indigenous games trail in Bli Bli’s Muller Park. I encourage you to explore the trail to 
find out about traditional games that were played by indigenous children in many different parts 
of Australia. Muller Park is a very fitting location for this games trail given its indigenous history. 
The trail also ties in beautifully with the unique indigenous-inspired playground at the park. You 
can find details about all the games, including instructional videos, on council’s website. 

The new picnic shelters at Muller Park are also now complete, so why not 
pack a picnic and take a look at the games trail before lunch?

BLI BLI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MEETING
The May meeting was well attended with a presentation from officers of the 
Queensland Police Service on some of the local police issues in Bli Bli.  While the 
clear message was that Bli Bli remains a safe neighbourhood, it was a timely reminder 
to make sure your home and vehicle are always locked and secure.  

AIRPORT EXPANSION MILESTONE
I recently attended the sod turning ceremony for the Sunshine Coast Airport Expansion 
Project and I am really pleased to see this project officially underway with the contractor, 
John Holland Group. The new runway will be completed by Christmas 2020.

Initial work includes start-up activities for the dredging and dunal works. Beach Access 111 and its 
associated parking will be closed until dredging works are complete at the end of October 2018. 
Signs have been installed to direct pathways users to other accesses and traffic management 
will be in place for David Low Way. Thanks for your patience while this work is completed.

MEET AND GREET 
At my last meet and greet session at the River Markets, the key issues raised by residents included 
the completion date for the Lefoes Road/Willis Road intersection (a Transport and Main Roads 
project); trucks, signage and the condition of McDonalds Road; and progress on the old Quirky 
Circle site. The latest advice I have on the intersection is that the works should be completed 
by mid-June. I’ll keep you updated on each of the other issues as they move along.

IT IS WONDERFUL TO BE PART OF SUCH A GREAT 
COMMUNITY HERE IN BLI BLI. WITH PLENTY OF 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES EVERY MONTH, THERE IS 
ALWAYS SOMETHING TO DO, AND I’VE CERTAINLY 
BEEN ENJOYING THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT 
A NUMBER OF LOCAL CAUSES. 

One of the highlights was the Anzac Day ceremonies, when I 
joined with residents, community representatives and federal 
and local government colleagues to honour our servicemen and 
women at a moving service at Bli Bli Edgewater. This was one 
of a number of local services I had the privilege of being part 
of this year, and I was impressed to see such a huge turnout 
commemorating our proud Anzac legacy.

The last time I rode a skateboard it didn’t end well, so I donned 
my sneakers instead to join the students at Bli Bli State School 
for the annual Walk to School Day recently. It was great to see 
so many students and their families swap their usual mode of 
transport and hit the pavement.  A special thanks to the School 
P&C for organising the event, including breakfast when we 
arrived at school!

The following week, I returned to the school to be part of the 
Biggest Morning Tea event, raising money for the Queensland 
Cancer Council. Again, a great effort and result with plenty of 
yummy sweet treats on offer, thanks to the wonderful donations 
by local families. 

I would also like to say a big thank you to all those who 
volunteered their time to help make the second annual Bli Bli 
Skate Comp such a huge success. Special mention must be 
made of the Bli Bli Neighbourhood Watch, and our local area 
coordinator Edith Blanck. Without her persistence, dedication 
and tireless efforts, community events like this would simply not 
happen. To all the members who volunteer their time, thank you 
for your support. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Dan Purdie MP
Member for Ninderry

STATE BUDGET UPDATE
With the State Budget due to be handed down mid-June, there is 
increasing pressure on the State Labor Government to deliver on 
major road and rail infrastructure funding for our region. 

While I have been fighting for local projects such as the upgrade 
of the Coolum roundabout, and the replacement of the single 
lane Caboolture Creek Bridge, I used the last sitting of Parliament 
to ask the Transport Minister if the State Government will fund 
it’s share to commence the upgrade of the Bruce Highway 
between Caloundra Road and Pine Rivers, following the Federal 
Government’s funding commitment of $880million. 

Similiarly, following the Federal Government’s $390million 
commitment for the duplication of the north coast rail line, I’ve also 
asked the Minister to confirm whether funds will be allocated in 
this budget to ensure this essential work gets underway.  

GAMBLING COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND
A shout out to those local groups who’ve received grant funding 
from the Gambling Community Benefit Fund, including the Bli Bli 
Community Association and the Maroochy River Rowing Club. 
This year alone, local clubs have received more than $160,000 in 
funding support, so make sure you log on to the grants portal at  
www.gamblingcommunitybenefitfund.qld.gov.au to apply for the 
next round. 

GRAB A REUSEABLE BAG
It’s great to see local businesses have really thrown their support 
behind the call to ban plastic shopping bags. From 1 July, retailers 
will no longer be able to supply single use plastic bags, and 
consumers are encouraged to use their own.  

If you haven’t already got yours, I’ll be handing out some free, 
reusable bags at my next Listening Post outside White’s IGA on 
Monday 4 June, from 4pm-6pm. If you miss out, give me a call on 
5406 7900 or email ninderry@parliament.qld.gov.au.

As always, if I can be of any assistance on any state government 
issue, or you have a special birthday or anniversary coming up, I’d 
love to hear from you. If you are a member of a local group and 
need photocopying assistance, my office can also assist.  
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Last year I wrote about the explicit ways that CHARACTER 
can be developed in the individual and how we go about this 
important task at Bli Bli State School, and also how elusive this 
concept can be to develop. We also strive to develop this trait at 
a school level not only to create a context for our students, staff 
and families, but also as a benchmark for our entire community.

How might you see evidence of this on a community, school 
and individual level?

As a school, our recent ANZAC Day ceremonies are a great 
example of how our students, staff and community quietly 
commemorate and learn to aspire to the best aspects of the 
Australian values and character - integrity, honour, mateship, 
resilience and reliability. At Bli Bli State School, every student attends 
at least one ceremony and many participate through marching, 
singing and laying wreaths. Our school social framework and Positive 
Behaviour for Learning program helps develop these characteristics, 
which in turn encourage lifelong happiness and success.  

At an individual level the mere fact that we do not always attain 
our goals initially helps develops resilience and character. We 
encourage our students to set goals – the next reading level; to 
be a school leader; nominate for, practicing and performing in 
choir or a sports team - every day, in class and in the playground, 
in academic and social learning. You will be aware that a 
number of Bli Bli State School students have raised money for 
cancer research, self-initiated and fostered by the school as 
they develop their character and input into the community.  

What I often observe are the many ways that our students practice 
aspects of their developing characters in quiet times, when nobody 
is looking.  When they learn most is during the testing times when 
the path forward is not so clear. Fortunately there are many excellent 
role models and significant people in their lives that they can 
observe and discuss with the next step, giving them the confidence 
to have a go and thus, building their resilience muscle memory. 

I am increasingly impressed in our students’ ability to demonstrate 
their character in a wide variety of contexts at school, at home and in 
the wider community. Thank you for supporting Bli Bli State School 
to develop our young people’s characters for life by giving them 
opportunities to practice being the best version of themselves.

School Road, Bli Bli Qld 4560
P:	 07 54582 111
F:	 07 5458 2100
E:	 admin@blibliss.eq.edu.au

www.blibliss.eq.edu.au

BLI BLI
S T A T E  S C H O O L

An Independent Public School

Characcter
Bli Bli State School inspires children to confidently contribute to our dynamic world 
through strong foundations of commitment, creativity, character and community.

M I S S I O N  S TA T E M E N T

Many of you would agree with Steve Maraboli* when he says,

‘What we instil in our children will be the foundation 
upon which they build their future.’

I certainly do and as the Behaviour 
Support Coach to the dedicated 
team at Bli Bli State School, I see 
evidence that they do too. Every 
day through all our purposeful 
and incidental interactions 
with students, we commit to 
nurturing the development of 
each in student’s confidence, 
integrity, and resilience so 
that they will become valuable members of our society. Through 
our explicit lessons addressing skill development in building 
relationships that are respectful we actively teach, model and 
reinforce relationships where people feel safe, valued and 
accepted. In doing so we have calm welcoming classrooms at 
Bli Bli where students can focus on their learning and grow. 

Of course, people being people, there are times when we need to 
address issues of relationship breakdown. Rude or mean words and 
actions, friendship conflict and bullying or harassment are approached 
restoratively with a focus on repairing the relationship and development 
strategies to prevent the situation occurring again. We guide students 
to be responsible for their own behaviour and away from blaming 
others for the situation they find themselves in. We problem solve and 
counsel students in their options to make things right and assist them 

developing pro-social skills for the future. The 
mistakes we make are learning opportunities, 
it’s not the mistake you make it’s how you fix it.

Working together with our parents, we are 
proud of the respectful and welcoming ‘feel’ 
Bli Bli State School has. It has not happened 
by accident, it is purposeful on-going initiative 
of our school community and our commitment 
to investing in our children’s futures.

We are blessed at Bli Bli State School because we have a 
wonderful variety of people who contribute to the rich tapestry 
that is our school and our community. Who they are and what 
they do adds character and colour to all that we do here. One 
special group is our volunteers. They are at the very heart of 
our school and every contribution they make is valued. 

Some are parents who give up their time to assist in classrooms, at 
school functions, working bees and the preparation of materials at 
home. While their child/ren do benefit so do all the others. Others 
come to us as part of their placement for their Pre Vocational 
Teacher Aide training and volunteer one hundred or more hours 
working in classrooms. Many others are community members 
and retirees who offer their time in a variety of scenarios.

Every volunteer at Bli Bli 
State School is respected 
because they contribute their 
time and lend their character 
and life experiences to help 
grow a garden of varied 
and beautiful children.

Character is defined as ‘the 
mental and moral attributes 
distinctive to an individual’. 
Our students are constantly in the surrounds of people whose 
character includes generosity, kindness, willingness, thoughtfulness, 
intelligence, resilience, friendliness, honesty, fairness, availability, 
purpose, dependability and joyfulness. Our students meet and 

work with and alongside these people 
daily. Imagine knowing that there is always 
someone who has given their time to 
help you in your learning journey, in your 
school life! Imagine being surrounded 
by such positivity of character! 

We don’t need to imagine it at Bli Bli, because 
we get to live with it every day and we love it!

FOUNDATIONS FOR 
THE FUTURE

A RICH TAPESTRY 
OF CHARACTER

JOIN A PRINCIPAL'S TOUR
EXPERIENCE WHAT BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL HAS TO OFFER YOUR CHILDREN ON A TOUR 
OF OUR BEAUTIFUL SCHOOL.
If you are considering enrolling at Bli Bli State School, we encourage you to visit the school for 
one of our regular Principal’s Tours. After your campus tour, stay for a cup of coffee and chat 
with our staff.
All tours commence from the Administration Building of the school. Book your spot today by 
contacting the school on 5458 2111.

UPCOMING TOURS
9.00am

Tuesday 24th July
Tuesday 21st August

6.30pm
Tuesday 7th August

Tuesday 4th September
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We foster the development of valuable 
members of society who demonstrate 
integrity, confidence and resilience.

I am so proud of our 
student leaders Eden, 

Maddie, Daniel and Alby 
who led our school Anzac 

Day commemoration 
parade, with special 

guests Sergeant Michael 
McCallum, Retired 

Brigadier Rob Walford, and 
Miss Joanna Forgeard. 

We provide a nurturing and supportive environment for your 
children where their individual needs are respected and 
personalised learning approaches allow for each child to 
have the opportunity to reach their full potential.

*Please note that from May 2018, Bli Bli State School must 
now enact our Enrolment Management Plan. Parents or 
legal guardians who wish to enrol their child at our school 
will need to demonstrate that the student's principal place 
of residence is within the school's catchment area.

Please check out our website for details on 
applying for enrolment at Bli Bli State School. 
www.blibliss.eq.edu.au

Join our friendly school community

ENROLLING AT 
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL

Gerard Quinn
Principal

Janet Thomson
Behaviour Support Coach
* Steve Maraboli is a life-changing Speaker, bestselling Author, and 
Behavioral Scientist who lends his popular voice to various topics.

Julie Lowry
Master Teacher; Support Teacher: 
Literacy and Numeracy
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WE WANT OUR PETS TO LIVE TO A RIPE OLD AGE, 
BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY WE WANT THEM TO BE 
ABLE TO ENJOY THEIR LIVES.

With the approaching cooler weather, it’s a good time to assess 
whether your pet is showing signs of degenerative joint disease or 
osteoarthritis. Signs of chronic discomfort are subtle and can come 
on so gradually that you may not have noticed the changes. 

An uncomfortable, arthritic pet may be reluctant to run as fast or as 
far as they once did. They may sleep more, take longer to lay down 
or get up, be grumpier, and not wish to play games they used to love. 

If you notice any of these symptoms in your pet, don’t be tempted 
to give your pet over-the-counter human pain medicines - some can 
be quite toxic. Make an appointment with your Veterinarian. It may 
be something more serious than arthritis, or it might be a temporary 
muscle ache that will heal in time. People are often amazed at how 
youthful their older pets become once their discomfort is relieved.

Unfortunately, arthritis is not always preventable; inherited 
conditions, aging, and inbred traits can all lead to arthritis later 
in life, regardless of care. A healthy diet, joint supplements 
containing glucosamine, chondroitin and Omega-3 fatty acids and 
personalised, treatment plans will slow or reduce the impact. 

But there are also plenty of things you can do at home to improve 
your pet’s comfort level and quality of life: 

If rising and walking are difficult or painful: Lay out area rugs and 
carpet runners.

•	 Add non-slip stair treads to hardwood staircases.
•	 Pet socks/booties also do a great job of decreasing the slip if 		
	 your dog will tolerate them.
•	 Trim the fur under your pet’s paws to improve their grip.
•	 Keep your pet’s nails trimmed. Reduced activity can lead to 		
	 longer nails which force your pet’s paws into an unnatural angle 	
	 and increase pain.

If getting in and out of the car, or on and off furniture is a problem: 

•	 Carry a ramp with you in the car.
•	 Position a set of pet-steps to the bed or couch.
•	 Use a comfortably fitted harness with lifting handle. It will save 	
	 your back.

Try to remove the need for your pet to use stairs by having their 
food, water, bedding and toys all on the same level of the house.

When dogs get excited they may forget about the pain and overdo 
it at the park. Keep your dog as active as possible but adjust their 
routine. When you notice them start to slow or favour a leg, playtime 
is over for the day.

•	 Throw the ball shorter distances.
•	 Jog instead of run on your daily outing; or walk instead of jog!
•	 Take a few short walks, instead of one long one.
•	 Consider low impact exercise like swimming instead.
•	 Don’t allow your dog to jump or stand on their hind legs.

DON’T LET WINTER EQUAL 
PAIN FOR YOUR PET

Bli Bli Vet
2 Kennedy Road, Bli Bli

Ph: 5448 5055
Keep your pet’s weight under control. Extra weight puts extra 
pressure on joints. One of the most cost-effective and beneficial 
ways to reduce the pain associated with arthritis is to maintain 
your pet at a healthy weight. 

•	 Encourage your pet to be active and exercise more. 
•	 Speak to your Vet Nurses about effective weight reduction 		
	 diets. 

If your pet suffers from neck or back pain, reduce the need to 
bend down by placing water and food bowls on a raised feeder 
stand.

Make sure your pets bedding is soft – to cushion their joints and 
away from drafts. Raising the bed a few inches off a cold floor will 
help keep them warmer and alleviate arthritis pain.

Heat increases circulation, stimulates muscles, and lessens pain. 
Many arthritic dogs appreciate having their muscles massaged 
- this stimulates blood flow to atrophying muscles. Additionally, 
warm compresses over sore joints can be soothing, but take care 
they are not too hot. You can also purchase heated pads for dog 
beds that are waterproof and have chew-resistant cords.

LET’S HELP OUR PETS LIVE A LONG, HAPPY AND 
COMFORTABLE LIFE!
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BOB
B L O K E S  O F  B L I  B L I

Blokes of Bli Bli, you're invited to a community night, raising money for the Bli Bli Community Association. 
To qualify you must live or work in Bli Bli.

A 'blokes only' night to chat about sport, business, Bli Bli and anything else...

Tickets available from White’s Supa IGA Bli Bli and Ray White Bli Bli - from Monday 11th June 2018.

available from IGA and Ray white 

LIVE MUSIC, TOP BLOKES,
GREAT FOOD AND BEER

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE MORE INFO - Bli Bli Community Association

Sat 28 th

J U L Y
7.00PM - 10.30PM 
BLI BLI 
COMMUNIT Y HALL

CREATIVE  MARKETING STUDIO BLI BLI

TICKETS $35
Includes entry, food and 

2 beers 

ALL MONEY RAISED WILL 
BE DONATED TO THE 
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL, 
SCHOOL HALL UPGRADE
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Little Sprouts Dinosaur Dig

What is premium childcare?
• Oversized rooms

• Chef prepared meals

• Large nature based playground 

• Health and wellness program

• Animal farm visits

• Bush kinder project

• Computer coding & programming

• Foreign language lessons

• Free monthly mother and baby clinic 

• Cooking experiences in dedicated 
demonstration kitchens 

• Dinosaur fossil dig & Waterpark 

• Family owned and operated 

• Parent lounge with barista 
quality coffee

• Nappies now supplied 
at no extra cost

We do things differently
At Little Sprouts Premium 
Childcare we believe every 
day is a precious learning 
opportunity and children 
need real experiences 
with mud, trees, fresh air, 
puddles and pets in a nature 
based environment driven 
by children, families and 
passionate educators.

to Premium Childcare Welcome

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN BLI BLI
160 Camp Flat Road - CALL 54 508 470    |    50 Parklakes Drive - CALL 54 508 460
Email: littlesprouts@bigpond.com    |    www.littlesproutsearlylearningcentre.com.au

DRIVE IN MOVIE NIGHT
FRIDAY 29 JUNE 2018
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL OVAL

BLI BLI
S T A T E  S C H O O L

ALL MONEY RAISED WILL BE DONATED TO THE 
BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL, SCHOOL HALL UPGRADE

$20 per car $5 adult and $2 kid (walk ins)Start 6.30pmHot Food & drinks on sale

MOVIE: TO BE ANNOUNCED

Neighbourhood Watch QLD
Bli Bli (Nambour 6)

BICYCLE AND PROPERTY ENGRAVING 
AT PARKLAKES 2 ON SUNDAY 22ND JULY 
9.00AM - 12.OO NOON

The next Bli Bli High Tea, in support of the Bli Bli school 
chaplains will be held Saturday 4th August from 2pm.

This is a wonderful afternoon for the Ladies, with a lively 
programme, prizes, guest speaker and of course a nice cuppa 
of tea or coffee, not forgetting the yummy food. So ladies mark 
the day on you calendars, or phones, or whatever you use,but 
don't miss out on this annual event for a very worthy cause 
for our great school. cost $25 with proceeds to chaplaincy!

Bookings are now available by phoning Yas on 0402 232 259.

In support of 

Bli Bli State School 

Chaplaincy Program

$20.00 
Per person

High Tea 
Fundraiser

High Tea 
Fundraiser

Saturday 4 August 2018

BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL HALL 

2.00pm

Bring your Mum 

or invite a Friend

Raffles and Auction items on sale

Bookings essential - limited numbers

Call Yas 0402 232 259

or email grazyas@bigpond.com

Mad 
Hatters 

Tea Party
Mad 
Hatters 

Tea Party
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TONY: 0405 496 418

BLI BLI BARBER SHOP
Mens $20

PENSIONERS $15

LADIES from $20

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS $15

KIDS $10

Executive Style Men’s Cuts 
Buzz Cuts from $10 

NO APPOINTMENT 
NECESSARY

Tuesday to Friday 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am - 4.00pm & Sunday 8.00am - 1.00pm

NOW IN THE BLI BLI VILLAGE RIVER MARKeTS

BULLETIN: WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?

I was born and lived in Innisfail North Queensland until about 
the age of 13 years when the family moved to Sydney.  I started 
my apprenticeship at the age of 12 years at Galotti’s Barber 
Shop in Innisfail.  I started work in the shop half way through 
year 8 after school and Saturday mornings. When we moved 
to Sydney i was lucky enough to get a job in relations Barber 
Shop which had 6 chairs which exposed me to different cutting 
styles.  I later went on to Tech College at Ultimo in Sydney.

BULLETIN: WHAT WAS IT LIKE WORKING IN THOSE DAYS?

My first year wage was equivalent to $1 per week and I used to 
supplement that by going to the hospital after work on Saturdays 
to do haircuts for the patients for whatever they would pay which 
was usually around 10 cents.  The business I used to work for 
would send me on errands (due to my age and innocence) 
that were embarrassing to me but after a while I woke up to 
their sense of humour.  In those days almost everyone smoked 
including the barber.  At the end of the day’s work I would 
ride my Dad’s pushbike 8 klms home often in the North Qld 
rain, which was no fun.  When we moved to Sydney the Italian 

customers would tip the young apprentice to give them the desire 
to do well as most of them came from poor backgrounds and 
they themselves required ‘Manja’ (tips) to be incentivised. 

BULLETIN: HAVE YOU ALWAYS CUT MEN’S HAIR

No, about half way through my first year at Tech College I started 
cutting ladies hair because I was the only male in a class of 
20 girls, but it didn’t last long as they came from all different 
directions and it was hard work dating them!  I eventually ended 
up working for Joe Bardetta in Kings Cross which was a pretty 
famous salon in its day.  Joe had 4 salons and I worked at Kings 
Cross and also managed the Woolloomooloo salon which was 
a very busy 3 chair salon near Garden Island Navy Base.  

BULLETIN: HAVE YOU CUT ANY CELEBRITIES HAIR?

Yes, Bardettas was a legendary salon in its time – being the 
salon of choice of the stars of the day with the likes of Frank 
Sinatra, John Laws, Tony Barber, Nat King Cole, Barry Croker and 
Charlton Heston to name just a few.  In those days the majority 
of barbering was done with scissors and a razor which was 
invaluable in my hairdressing experience.  Sadly Joe Bardetta 

BLI BLI
BUSINESS PROFILE

As the Bli Bli business centre grows, we thought it was 
timely to get to know a little more about the story behind 
the shop fronts.  One business that has grown out of an 
old donga at the roundabout and has been patiently waiting 
for the new shops to open is our local barber – Tony Bita

passed away in 2014 and his salons are not what they 
were back in the day.  After work we would go to ‘No 
Name’ a famous eating house at the Cross and talk 
about work and life over spaghetti and a glass of wine.

BULLETIN: SO WHY SET UP A 
NEW SALON IN BLI BLI?

Over the years I have owned and operated 6 different 
Barber Shops and bring that experience into my new 
salon at Bli Bli which may possibly be my last.  I love 
what I do and thoroughly enjoy the comradery I have 
with my clients and hopefully they are experiencing 
excellent service and value for money.  Although I am in 
temporary digs at the moment I am looking forward to 
finally moving into my new premises when the new centre 
is finally completed.  I will be operating 2 chairs in the 
new salon to shorten the waiting time and my motto is 
‘quality is never out of fashion, experience the difference’.

BULLETIN: SO IF YOU HAVEN’T EXPERIENCED 
A HAIRCUT WITH TONY AS YET, THEN YOU ARE 
MISSING OUT.  HE IS RIGHT ON OUR DOOR 
STEP, VERY AFFORDABLE AND ALWAYS IN FOR 
A GOOD CHAT, SO POP IN AND SAY HELLO.
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THE ENDLESS SUMMER AT 
RIVERSHORE RESORT 

day guests & locals welcome 
Our pool is heated to 28 degrees, all winter long,

for your enjoyment. Only $25 pp with $15 food and
drink vouchers included 

(07) 5458 2200  
99 David low way, diddillibah

IT’S Australia’s most popular holiday park, so 
you’d expect that, during school holidays at least, 
Rivershore Resort is packed to the rafters.

And it is.

Campers, caravanners, day-trippers – and those 
keen to sample the seductive ‘glamping’ luxury of 
Rivershore’s unique safari tents – flock to a resort that 
offers something special for guests of all ages.

But when the kids go back to school, and the visitors 
return to their homes, the opportunity arises for Sunshine 
Coast people to discover what all the fuss is about.

The quality of Rivershore’s facilities, the range of its 
attractions and the exceptional customer service of its 
staff remain in place. All that’s missing are the crowds.

And astute visitors are able to take advantage of the specials and 
discounts that are offered during the so-called off-peak periods.

Since it opened nearly two years ago, Rivershore has 
received rave reviews from guests and visitors.

After about 750 guest reviews, Rivershore boasts an 
average rating of 9.5 out of 10 – the highest of all 
holiday parks associated with the BIG4 group. More 
than 90% of all guests give it a perfect 10 rating.

The ratings are similarly positive on tripadvisor and booking.com.

So, why is Rivershore is so popular?

Guests say it’s because of the facilities and the 
remarkably efficient and friendly customer service.

Campers and caravanners love the big, flat powered sites 
and the immaculate amenity blocks and camp kitchens. 

And those who opt to spend a weekend, or longer, 
in one of the 15 luxury safari tents rave about the 
comfort and elegance of their accommodation. 

Each tent – there are 13 family-sized, and two extra-
large – is furnished with locally made four-poster 

beds, cow hide rugs, leather lounge chairs and, in the 
ensuite, a free standing bath, shower and vanity.

Guests are spoilt for choice when they dine at Rivershore’s 
stylish Driftwood restaurant – the perfect setting to 
sit back, relax with a cool drink and enjoy delicious 
food, prepared and presented by expert staff.

Head chef Ian Smith has recently introduced a new, seasonal 
menu which has proved very popular with diners.

The restaurant, bar and bistro are open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. There is a Happy Hour from 4pm to 5pm 
each day. Each Thursday and Sunday local musicians 
perform from 4pm, at no cost to guests and visitors.

Day trippers – Sunshine Coast residents seeking a slice of 
holiday atmosphere without leaving home – are invited to 
dine, drink and relax at the bar and restaurant at any time.

For a small daily fee they can also enjoy the resort’s facilities, 
including the 25m x 18m heated swimming pool, which has 
two water slides and a collection of modern pool lounges and 
day beds, where guests can relax and take in the winter sun.

There is a smaller, heated pool for children, a Kanga 
jumping cushion, a children’s playground, and mini-
golf for players of all ages. Kids love Rivershore.

So, too, does the business community.

An increasing number of companies are choosing Rivershore for 
their conferences, meeting and retreats, impressed not just with 
the facilities and accommodation, but with the available activities 
– kayaking, boating, hiking – that foster teamwork and loyalty.

It’s little wonder then that Rivershore won silver in the 
New Business category of last year’s Queensland 
Tourism Awards, and Best Accommodation in the 
Sunshine Coast Business and Tourism Awards.

Rivershore is located on the banks of a tributary to the 
Maroochy River on the David Low Way at Diddillibah, 
midway between Maroochydore and Bli Bli.

Rivershore is Australia’s 
best holiday camp!

IT’S TIME TO DISCOVER WHY

NAMBOUR CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559  

Prep Open 
Morning  

Friday 20th July 2018 
9:00am 

 

PREP OPEN
MORNING

Friday 20th July 
9:00am  

Bookings are 
encouraged 

www.ncc.qld.edu.au 

At NCC, we place enormous emphasis 
on creating the perfect setting for Prep 
delivering structure, learning and fun.  

At our Prep Open Morning, you will have 
the opportunity to meet and chat with 

our Prep teachers.  We will outline some 
simple ways to get your child ready for 

Prep to ensure a smooth transition. 

Included is a tour of our Prep areas, 
followed by morning tea with staff, in our 

cafe (with a fully-fenced playground).

Bookings are encouraged.

SECURITY. SUPPORT. SUCCESS 
   (07) 5451 3333   |   www.ncc.qld.edu.au 
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find your sanctuary
A T  PA R K L A K E S  2

Parklakes 2 is an established and thriving masterplanned community,  

where life is beautiful, integrated and inspiring.

Enjoy a lifestyle of balance at Parklakes 2. Calming lakes, flourishing greenery and pristine wetlands create 

a tranquil, sanctuary-like atmosphere for all to enjoy. Nature trails and walking tracks encourage an active 

lifestyle, while The Local Waterfront Cafe and spacious central park provide ideal meeting places for social 

gatherings with neighbours and friends. It’s all here at Parklakes 2 – a safe and family-friendly community 

with a village-meets-urban atmosphere – so close to everything.

•  Centrally located The Local 

Waterfront Cafe & Tapas Bar 

•  1 hectare central park with 

playground, fitness equipment, 

and BBQ areas

•  New Prep – Year 12 Catholic 

School (opening 2019)

•  New land release coming  

soon – flat, spacious lots

 N E W  L A N D  R E L E A S E  C O M I N G  S O O N

S A L E S  O F F I C E  O P E N  E V E R Y  D A Y  1 0 A M  –  4 P M

Cnr Parklakes Drive & Agnes Place    P 5448 6442    parklakes2.com.au

It’s time to dust off those walking shoes and come 
on down to the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary to 
enjoy this beautiful winter walking weather.

The birds are calling, the crabs are creeping 
and the mozzies are sleeping!

So, get out and enjoy nature, just like some members of the U3A 
Birding Group who visited recently. They were quite excited to 
spot the Shining Flycatcher, which is not common in this area, 
plus confirmed sightings of the Varied Triller, Stilts, the Lewin’s 
Honeyeater, Ibis and the Brown Cuckoo-dove to name a few. 

Along with birds, there are many other creatures that 
make the wetlands their home. We are past the peak 
time for adults of this species but one of our volunteers, 
Robyn, found a lovely Brown Bunyip cicada.

Butterflies also abound, however some days there are 
plenty, whilst on others there are far fewer. The Leafwing 
Butterfly is one that was seen down the track recently.

Down near the river, various crab species are out and about, 
including the red-fingered marsh crabs, Purple and Cream Shore 
Crabs and Orange-clawed Fiddler Crabs. Spend some quiet 
time watching them busily going about their everyday business.

Also take the time to watch the antics of the 
mudskippers as they peck tiny aquatic insects 
from the mud and skim across the water.

The Visitor Information Centre is open most week 
days, and a volunteer is on duty most Sundays to tell 
you about the sanctuary and answer any questions 
you may have, so call in and have a chat.

The Volunteer Support Group meets at 7pm, at the 
sanctuary, on the second Thursday of every second 
month. All members, visitors and interested parties are 
very welcome to attend and the dates of the next few 
meetings are listed below. So, all that is left to say is…

See ya’ at the sanctuary!

DATE CLAIMERS

June 14	 General Meeting

August 16	 Annual General Meeting

            19	 Wetlands Bird Observers Outing 

October 8	 General Meeting

THE MAROOCHY WETLANDS SANCTUARY        

Sport’s Rd Bli Bli

mwssgi@gmail.com

www.maroochywetlandssupport.org.au

Facebook – Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary 
Support Group

WHAT'S ON IN THE WETLANDS
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The Graham Marsh-designed golf course which opened 
in June 2015 has matured into a golfing masterpiece.

After starting out as a bare and exposed layout wide 
open to the elements, Maroochy River has definitely 
come of age much sooner than anyone expected.

Today the golf course looks and plays differently 
and is thriving beyond the dreams of the club’s 
board, management and members.

In the 3 years since its opening, almost 200,000 
rounds of golf have been played on its links.

In the past two years, Maroochy River Golf Club has hosted 
four state events and one national tournament – the 2017 
Australian Women’s Senior Amateur Championship.

So impressed with the condition of the golf course and 
facilities, Golf Australia has asked Maroochy River to host 
the 2019 Australian Men’s Senior Amateur Championship. 

There is also a day/night full length driving range and short 
game practice facilities which is open to the public.

Maroochy River Golf Club isn’t only for golfers. Since opening, 
over 3500 local residents have joined as social members. The 
modern clubhouse, which has magnificent views north to Mt 
Coolum, offers all the comforts required and is capable of 
holding functions, corporate days, weddings and parties.

The Cane Cutters Bar & Bistro is open for Lunch every day, 
open for Dinner on Thursday and Friday and open on Saturday 
and Sunday for Breakfast. Social membership is only $5 per 
year, for that you can enjoy great food and great prices while 
enjoying the view over the course to Mt Coolum, add to that 
the 5% discount on food and beverage for social members, 
you have the perfect place to bring family and friends for 

a meal or a quiet drink. We have a modern gaming lounge 
with up to date machines as well as Keno and Fox Sports. 

If you don’t want to drive, we also have a courtesy bus 
which travels within a 10 kilometre radius of the club. 

We welcome all local residents and visitors, call in 
and see us and check out our facilities and friendly 
staff, make Maroochy River Golf Club, your local.

Bli Bli’s Maroochy River Golf Course 
is calling all golfers to 
“take a look at us now”

The Graham Marsh-
designed golf course 
which opened in 
June 2015 has 
matured into a 
golfing masterpiece.

Four players & 
two carts for....
Four players & 
two carts for....

    only
$260
    only
$260

* With the iconic Mt Coolum as a spectacular background
* Maroochy River is an all-purpose golf complex
* Superb practice facilities - well stocked pro Shop
* Modern clubhouse with outstanding bar & bistro facilities
* and most importantly, friendly staff to make you feel welcome!

Mates Rates!

Plus
you will receive 
a $10 Voucher!

$10

Plus
you will receive 
$50 credit for Bar,
Bistro or Range Balls!

$50

Save $79!

All golfers welcome!

DRIVING RANGE
OPEN 7 DAYS * ALL WELCOME
OPEN Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat nights to 7.30pm

For Golf & Driving Range Specials:
Ph Pro Shop: 54570900 or book on-line at: maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Special:  Become a 
driving range member 
for just .....
$149 per year!

* 30% off range ball prices
* Golf lessons at member rates
* Social membership of Club
* On Course Card (min 5% off
  Pro Shop purchases)
* 6x18 holes of golf at discounted 
  rate of $43 a game (vouchers)

This offer is available to all 
Sunshine Coast golfers! 
What a great gift idea!
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Club Facilities:
* Keno, Pokies, ATM 
* Wide range of beers, 
  wines & spirits 
* Great choices food 
* Air conditioned comfort 
* Easy parking 
* Very friendly staff!

Enjoy the magnificient views with 
family & friends.  It’s the place to be!

For Courtesy Bus - Ph: 5373 1000 - Book online at: admin@maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

Maroochy River Golf Club
David Low Way  Bli Bli, Sunshine Coast Qld

Book a Bus today!COURTESY BUS

   Now available for... 
* Lunches - Collections and drop off. 7 Days Week
  10.30am to 3.30pm (Set times apply)
* Dinners - Thursday & Friday 3.30pm to 8.30pm. 
* Saturday afternoon golfers -  drop off leaves at 6.45pm.

...and we’ll 
    do the driving
        too!!

BRUNCH
@ Maroochy River Golf Club
Saturday & Sunday Mornings 
from 8.30am - 10.30am

NEW!

Book 
a table 
today!

All Members & Visitors welcome

Bistro Now Open 
Thursday Nights!

$16
MEAL
DEAL!

Our Club Bistro is now offering great 
$16 Meal Deals from 6pm to 8pm every 
Thursday night for diner! Choose from 
steak with salad & chips, chicken 
schnitzel with salad & chips or, for 
vegetarians, a warm seasonal vegetable 
salad.
Book now at... 
functions@maroochyrivergolfclub.

Cane Cutter’s
Bar & Bistro

Now, this is a great idea... Let’s 
meet at the club today!

Hello Bli Bli...
Looking for somewhere to go?

Thursday Night

TRIVIA!
Don’t miss this great 
night out! Stay for a 
great $16 Meal Deal

Become a
Social Club

Member
Enjoy Club specials and 
discount prices. Only $5 

Joining Fee

LUNCHES
7 days a week
Enjoy magnificient views 
over course to Mt Coolum

Coffee Break
7 days a week

Arrange to meet friends 
for coffee & cake!

For Table or Courtesy Bus - Ph 53731000 or Book online at: admin@maroochyrivergolfclub.com.au

VillaBlanck Precision Quilting Services 
Bli Bli
Phone 5450 8122 
Mobile 0418 114 150
Email eblanck7@bigpond.com

Appointment only for: 
Quotes, Drop Off and Pick Up

Monday-Friday 8am-4pm
Saturday 8am-2pm

Square foot pricing is cheaper! 
No charge for setting up. We do the setting up for any quilting service edge to edge or creative 
design including some freehand or custom quilting preparation or turning the quilt for borders.

Do you have a  
quilt top you finished 
but never quilted?
Now is the time to have it professionally 
quilted beautifully and affordable.

SOLD  
in your  

neighbourhood

25 Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli

19 Clearwater Circuit, Bli Bli

4/46 Parklakes Drive, Bli Bli

2/2 Deepwater Close, Bli Bli

Natasha Hackenberg
0401 601 691 

natasha.hackenberg@raywhite.com

“Thank you for 
your ongoing 
support.  
As always,  
it is much  
appreciated.”
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EDGEWATER 
BIGGEST MORNING TEA
Gateway Lifestyle Edgewater Village headed up by Hostess for the 
morning Roslyn Lund, held a Biggest Morning Tea on Saturday 19th 
May which was a great success. The 125 people who attended had a 
wonderful morning and the whole Village through attendance tickets, 
donations and raffles raised $3485.90 for the Cancer Council.

Volunteers from the village made and served sandwiches 
and cakes, there was music from our own Mardon 
Nicoll and four of our ladies including our new Manager 
Tamara modelled clothes from Grammie Rose.

We also wish to acknowledge and thank those local businesses who 
sponsored the morning by donating the great range of raffle prizes.

65km’s for Cystic 
Fibrosis
On Saturday May the 5th, Helen from 
The Local and Rhiannon from Sculpt 
joined forces to raise awareness and 
funds for Cycstic Fibrosis. With a 
1km track relay around the lake the 
local community came together and 
joined in on the walk, run, bike, skip, 
skate and scooter around the lake. 

Looking like $1000 will be raised 
from this event.  The local community 
got together and completed 65km’s 
on this day in 1hr and 20 minutes. 
Such a huge effort to see this 
completed by local families. 

Opening soon at the Bli Bli Village Centre
We are delighted to announce that we are opening another 
Sunshine Hospice Op Shop at the new Bli Bli Village Centre. Our 
shop will be located in Building 2, Tenancy 2H with fit out works 
currently underway. The opening date is still to be confirmed.

Sunshine Hospice is a community business and charity, established in 2008 
to provide specialised care to the terminally ill on the Sunshine Coast. Having 
previously operated a hospice at Doonan for five years, we are currently in 
search of suitable land upon which to build and operate a financially sustainable, 
accredited and licensed private health facility on the Sunshine Coast.  

All proceeds from our Op Shops, also located at Maroochydore, Tewantin, 
Cooroy and Montville, go towards our Hospice Building Fund. 

We are actively seeking volunteers for our shop. The shop will be open 
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 4.00pm and half day on Saturday. Full and half 
day shifts are available. If you are interested in volunteering or wish to find out 
more information, please contact Sam at the Admin Office on 5479 0881. 
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Ready made stirfrys

Gluten free marinades

Lasagne

Pulled beef tacos

Pies made in store

Rowers Start Their Day With The Best Sunrises
As the daylight hours begin to shorten the sunrises become even 
more stunning and who would know better than our local rowers.

Full credit to these young athletes at the Maroochy River 
Rowing Club for their focus and determination during 
these cooler months as they prepare for the upcoming 
Sunshine Coast Schools Regatta at Lake Kawana.

Early morning rowing is essential to catch the quietest part 
of the day when wind speed is usually at a minimum and 
there is little activity on the water with pleasure craft that 
can upset these finely balanced still-water rowing boats.

During the middle of winter the upper reaches of the Maroochy 
River take you into another world through misty fogs with a stillness 
that is only broken by birdlife as they break out with the rising sun.

Early risers will often catch a glimpse of the groups of 
rowers making their way under the Bli Bli bridge with 
their red and white flashing lights creating a Christmas 
tree effect as the set out on their morning workout.
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Avenue Dental Bli Bli
Opening Special

FREE TEETH WHITENING 
WITH EVERY 

NEW PATIENT EXAM*

*No Out Of Pocket New Patient Exam for Private Health Fund Members 
(Or $85 if there is no health fund)

Same Day Emergency Guarantee 
5 Year Warranty on Major Dental 
Your Best Ever Dental Experience

314/328 David Low Way

5406 0577 
blibli@aveneuedental.com.au 

www.avenuedental.com.au

Voted #1 Dentist on the Sunshine Coast, by readers of the Sunshine Coast Daily

 sisteracttravel

SISTER ACT TRAVEL

A Suite 5/38 Queen Street, 

Nambour Qld 4560 

P 07 5476 2180

E bookings@sisteracttravel.com.au  

W sisteracttravel.com.au

Lorem ipsum

TRAVEL AGENT

Scott Murchie
PAINTING & DECORATING
QBCC Licence No 069485

• All Areas • New Homes • Repaints
• Insurance Work • Free Quotes

QUALIFIED TRADESMAN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mob: 0419 779 822
ssmurchie@westnet.com.au
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Open 7 days a week   |   8.30am to 4.30pm June till October

Ph (07) 5448 4912   |   www.mcmartinsfarm.com.au

The end of Sports Rd, Bli Bli, QLD   |   Beside the Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary

CAFE - serves devonshire teas with delicious home made scones, barista 
coffee, smoothies, sundaes, light lunches and of course our award winning ice 
cream. We cater for group morning teas up to 50 people, so why not make your 
next morning tea outing to the Strawberry Farm. You can sit back and relax in the 
tranquil surroundings while the children play on the playground.

MARKETS -  you can find us at the markets 
Saturday - Yandina 
Sunday - Fishermans Rd, Maroochydore

Home of 
Strawberry Lane 

Ice Creamery

Home of 
Strawberry Lane 

Ice Creamery

PICK YOUR OWN 
STRAWBERRIES 
You can choose to either buy from 
the fridge or pick your own (PYO) 

strawberries.

PROUD HERITAGE RUNS THROUGH 
SCHOOL AND DISTRICT
The first day of Prep at Bli Bli State School on the 22nd January wasn’t just another milestone 
for Regina Catalano, it was also a special connection to her families past. Her late grandfather 
Lex Mackay and the older Mackay siblings attended Bli Bli School in the 1940s before being 
sent to Diddillibah School. That was closer to their farm and meant not having to cross the 
creek to attend. The following Nambour Chronicle article from 1943 aknowledges them 
and many other local Bli Bli families names, whom we recognise today through their living 
descendants, stories and even street names. 

Regina’s forbears rich history included the growing of sugar cane for over 50 years just on 
Petrie Creek and has been honoured by the naming of the Colin Dalzell Mackay Bridge at 
Diddillibah (her great grandfather) in 2016. Her great grandmother was also a Regina but 
known as Mary, whom spent a lot of her life fundraising for local charities and supporting the 
Bli Bli community hall and church. Mary was instrumental in the build of the first service station, 
now running as the Puma. 

The old school masters residence, in which parents drive past every school day, was built 
by Regina's Great great uncle Alfred Dalzell (with John Whitecross in 1920) which is currently 
home to the local Historical group.

The Bli Bli School has a strong community bond and with its significant history and continues 
to grow from strength to strength. 

www.riverlife.net.au
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NEPTUNES CELEBRATE NINETY YEARS OF 
LADIES LIFESAVING SERVICE  (1928-2018)

Miss Dorrie Cooper stands 
at the front, as the belt-
woman of the Neptunes 
R&R team, April 1930. 
(Image courtesy of the 
Truth newspaper, Brisbane)

Holidaymakers at Maroochy 
River, Cotton Tree, Club 
Hotel Maroochydore, circa 
1931 (Image courtesy QSA)

Did you know that one of our local Bli Bli ladies was 
a founding member of the famous Neptunes Ladies 
Lifesaving Club established in 1928?  Her name is 
Mrs. Victor Suosaari or Dorrie Suosaari (nee Cooper). 

 

In early April 1928, the Easter weather proved to be sunny and 
warm.  All of the favourite coastal camping spots, holiday flats 
and guesthouses were fully booked.  Maroochydore, Cotton 
Tree, Alexandra Headlands and Mooloolaba were packed with 
happy groups of families, friends and their city and country 
guests. Large crowds stood in front of the Club Hotel at 
Maroochydore to witness the fine feats and daring displays 
of men’s and women’s lifesaving, diving and swimming.  The 
sparkling waters of the Maroochy River was a major drawcard 
for locals, tourists, amateur swimmers and lifesavers.  

During the 1928 Easter holidays, the aquatic carnival was a 
feature attraction for locals and visitors alike.  The Suosaari 
brothers, Joe and Axel gave an impromptu display of their 
aquatic skills with the help of several ladies from the Neptune 
Ladies Lifesaving Club andl ater in the afternoon, men 
competed in a handicap swim, racing halfway across the 
Maroochy River and back.  The large crowd also donated 8 
pounds towards the purchase of a new surf boat. At the 1928 
Easter carnival, the young lady Neptunes were: Misses Jean 
McGregor-Lowndes, Dorrie Cooper, Phyllis Fraser, Nancy 
Holmes and Lily Venning.

A young Miss Cooper came to know Bli Bli’s Suosaari brothers 
through swimming competitions and from travelling together in 
the Queensland team, which toured North Queensland in 1925.  
Dorrie enjoyed competing in the swimming and diving events.  
When the opportunity came to learn lifesaving land drills and 
surf skills, Dorrie was one of the first ladies in Queensland to 
gain her Royal Life Saving award certificate in the late 1920s. 
Lifesaving was initially viewed as a male activity, as the men 
could swim out with line and reel to rescue and support people 
in swimming difficulties in the rivers or the surf.  

Ladies lifesaving blossomed in Brisbane during the late 1920s 
and through the 1930’s. On the North Coast two ladies’ 
lifesaving teams formed at Mooloolaba in 1924 and at Alexandra 
Headlands in 1928.  Those men and women competing in the 
local and regional swimming competitions formed the backbone 
of the Coast’s lifesaving movement.  

The first ever Queensland ladies’ lifesaving competition was 
held at Mooloolaba on the Easter holidays of 1929. The event 
was possibly the first event of its kind in Australia.  The Neptune 
team captured the inaugural title and the silver cup, winning 173 
2/3 points to Alexandra Headlands team with 162 5/6 points.  

The Neptunes’ success lies in its creed of dedicated selfless 
service to the community. The Neptunes community values and 
their water safety ideals continue to be relevant in 2018.

The Neptunes won the first inter-club ladies lifesaving completion 
in Queensland by narrowly defeating Alexandra Headlands in 
1929. (Image courtesy of the SCC Heritage Library, Picture 
Sunshine Coast)

Swimming team 
who travelled to 
North Queensland 
in 1925

Pictured standing: 
W. Burnup, Miss 
Dorrie Cooper, V. A. 
McGregor-Lowndes 
(Manager, father of 
Jean McGregor-
Lowndes) and 
R. Grier. Sitting: 
J. Suosaari 
(Maroochydore), 
Sid Springfield, 
F. Venning, E. 
Colquhoun and 
T. Boast. (Image 
courtesy of the 
SCC Heritage 
Library, Picture 
Sunshine Coast)
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I am an award winning skin therapist with over 13 years experience. 
At my prfessional home based salon I provide all the beauty needs including:

Full skin analysis, facials with advanced peels and microdermabrasion. 
Manicures and pedicures including shellac application with a great selection of colours. 

Swedish and Hot Stone massage, all waxing, lash and brow tints, spray tans and 
special occasion make up.

Nicole's Beauty Room

Located behind the Bli Bli Castle.

You can find me on Facebook;
www.facebook.com/nicolesbeautyroomblibli

Call Nicole 0438 609 072

FANTASTIC SERVICE
GREAT PRICES!

GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE

A weekend designed for Fathers 
to live, learn, and laugh with their child!

DADS
Supporting and raising a family is one of the hardest and most enjoyable investments 
one can make. Trouble is, we never seem to have enough time. Or sometimes all the extra-curricular 
events consume any time we might have to actually connect with our kids.. Adventurous Dads was created out of the 
need to help Dads find the time to connect with their sons and daughters (of all ages), over a short weekend with opportunity 
to learn about being intentional fathers.

After piloting the program in 2016 (based on Fathering Adventures), Tony Gibson and Charles Cook have established a 3 
year program to help Dads to Live, Learn, and Laugh with their sons and daughters. Topics include: Positive Fathering – The 
Adventure; The Battles we Face, The Building up of our Kids, and Learning to Love.

Last weekend was the first Adventurous Dads weekend of the year just focusing on the Bli Bli region. For $80/head it included 
mountains of food and activities, time alone for Dads to learn with their child, input sessions, tents, and hot showers (yes, they 
went home smelling good). 

A picture tells a thousand stories and from the feedback it was time well invested. You can’t put a price on good memories of 
your Dad or child. For future events see their facebook page or register your interest there via email… 

And yes, Adventurous Mums, and Adventurous Marriages are in the pipeline.

Tony Gibson  |  Riverlife Church - Riverlife.net.au  |  Chaplain - Bli Bli State School, MSLSC
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Bli Bli Carpet Cleaning
Carpets 

upholstery cleaned & 
protected by owner 

operator. Rugs, leather 
chairs, cars, special  

local rates.
5448 4398

Luke's Lawn Mowing 
& Gardening 

• Lawn Mowing and Gardening 
• House cleaning 

• Windows and Drive Way 
Cleaning 

• Reasonable Rates
Luke Harmon 0434 580 220

Bli Bli Bakery
All bread, rolls, buns, 

cakes, pies, cold drinks, 
tea, coffee.  

Milk available. Made to 
order special cakes.  

5448 5060

Bli Bli  
Mechanical Repairs

Experienced mechanic in 
Blanch Cres. For all your 
car troubles. Ring for an 

appointment.  
Friendly service.

5448 6851

Bli Bli Vet
Dr Peter Beck B.V.Sc

Cr Kennedy & Nambour 
Bli Bli Rds.  

Consultations by 
appointment.
5448 5055

To advertise contact ads@blibli.qld.au

A.C.G. Plumbing & 
Excavations. We’re 

Reliable! All aspects of 
plumbing, drainage gas 

fitting & free quotes. 
No job too big or small. 
Reliable, fast, friendly.

0414 227 471

BLI BLI SERVICES SUPPORTING 
OUR LOCALS

CK Dog Grooming
Professional Grooming 

Salon with a hand 
scissoring specialist.  

41 Avocado Cres.
ckdesigndoggrooming.blogspot.com

5448 4818  
by appointment
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WHAT IS ON IN THE OLD HALL 
AND THE OLD CHURCH?
The Public Hall and the Old Church is the 
focus of many exciting and varied activities. 
For any enquiries or bookings call 0409 669 704 
or email your enquiry to bookings@blibli.qld.au

OLD HALL
MONDAYS
Aerobics 7.00am - 8.00am (Debbie 5448 7371)
Yoga 8.30am - 10.00am (Petra 0409 532 940)
MBK Dance 2.00pm - 7.00pm (Hayley 0408 988 119)

TUESDAYS
Zumba 9.15am - 10.45am (Melinda 0412 703 110)
Justice Dance 11.30am - 12.30pm (Sophie 0419 797 366)
Global Harmonies 12.30pm - 2.30pm (Jo 0403 841 856)
MBK Dance 3.00pm - 7.00pm (Hayley 0408 988 119)

WEDNESDAYS
Craft and Quilters  9.00am - 12 noon (Wendy 5448 5072)
Justice Dance 12.00pm - 1.00pm (Sophie 0419 797 366)
MBK Dance 3.00pm - 9.00pm (Hayley 0408 988 119)

THURSDAYS
Line Dancing 8.30am - 11.30am (Leon 0418 749 823)
Tae kwon do 4pm - 5.30pm (Simon  0408 064 439)
Country Music practice 7.00pm - 10.00pm (Steve 5442 1340)

FRIDAYS
Play Group 9.30am - 11.30am (Vanessa 0421 705 569)

SATURDAYS 
Karate 9.00am - 12.00 noon (Anthony 0407 695 005)

SUNDAYS 
Family Workers Service 9.00am - 10.00am 
with Morning Tea after service

OLD CHURCH
MONDAY
Prenatal Yoga  6.15pm - 8.15pm (0414 297 825)

TUESDAY
Yoga 6.00pm - 7.15pm (Trudy 0421 369 262)

WHAT'S ON IN BLI BLI

Sat 28 th

J U L Y
7.00PM - 10.30PM 
BLI BLI 
COMMUNIT Y HALL

BOB
B L O K E S  O F  B L I  B L I

BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL 

CHAPPY HIGH TEA

Saturday 4 August 2018 - 2.00pm 

Bli Bli State School Hall

In support of Bli Bli State School Chaplaincy Program

$20.00 Per person

High Tea Fundraiser
High Tea Fundraiser

Saturday 4 August 2018BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL HALL 2.00pm
Bring your Mum or invite a FriendRaffles and Auction items on saleBookings essential - limited numbersCall Yas 0402 232 259or email grazyas@bigpond.com

Mad 
Hatters 

Tea Party

Mad 
Hatters 

Tea Party

Neighbourhood Watch QLD
Bli Bli (Nambour 6)

BICYCLE AND PROPERTY ENGRAVING 

AT PARKLAKES 2 ON SUNDAY 22ND JULY 

9.00AM - 12.OO NOON

DRIVE IN MOVIE NIGHT
FRIDAY 29 JUNE 2018BLI BLI STATE SCHOOL OVAL

EDGEWATER VILLAGE

SPRING FAIR
Gateway Edgewater Village in Bli Bli is 
holding it’s annual Spring Fair again 
this year on 13th October.  We would 
like to extend an invitation to any 
market stall holder who would like to 
join us on the day between 7.00am and 
12.00noon. Site rental is $20.00 and 
everyone is welcome.  For bookings and 
information please ring Mal McGaffin, 
Fair Coordinator on 0497 936 067

SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 2018



Talking to more buyers than any other agents working in Bli Bli.

Meet your local team.

Ray White Bli Bli
Shop 9B 314-326 David Low Way, Bli Bli 
raywhiteblibli.com.au

P  07 5450 8111
F  07 5450 8112

 E  admin.blibli@raywhite.com

Ed Hackenberg
Principal/Director

0499 199 360

Natasha Hackenberg
Sales

0401 601 691

Shanesia Heystraten
Sales Administrator

07 5450 8111

Rachel Meyers
Sales

0411 699 619

Matthew McAuliffe
Sales

0412 111 608

Dan Cicero
Sales

0488 772 793

Gayle Pinkerton
Property Manager

0437 311 698

Natalie Johnson
Property Manager

0488 154 062

Kerri-Anne Thomas
Property Manager

0411 860 605

546
Groups 

Through Our Bli Bli 
Open Homes 

January - March 
2018

Andrew Vockler
Sales

0408 708 346


